
H A U L  O F  C O U N T E R F E I  
M E L B O U R N E

C us to m s  d etec ted  m ore  than  2 0 ,0 0 0  c o u n te rfe it item s, 
includ ing p rom ine n t b rands o f handbags, w a lle ts  and s tu ffed  
to y s , in M elbourne.

The d e tec tion  o f the  goods, im p o rte d  fro m  China, rep resen ts  
one o f the b ig g est sing le d e tec tions  m ade by C us to m s under 
A us tra lia 's  tra d e m a rk -p ro te c tio n  laws.

C u s to m s Regional D irec to r Jenny Peachey said an inspection  
o f both con ta ine rs  had uncovered  nearly  3 .5  tonn es o f item s 
suspected  o f b reaching the  Trade Marks Act 1995.

Ms Peachey said the  item s included:

• handbags and w a lle ts  branded as C oco Chanel, Calvin 
K lein, B urberry, Hugo B oss and o th e rs

• to ys , bags and s ta tio n e ry
• backpacks, beanies, sca rves  and bags branded as N ike, 

Adidas, T im b erland  and M ercedes p rod uc ts , and
• b a tte rie s  labelled as “D u rase ll” .

The  m a tte r w as passed to  the  A ustra lian  Federal Po lice fo r  
fu r th e r  inves tig a tion .

Ms Peachey said C us to m s had no tified  the  leg itim a te  brand 
ow ne rs  o f these  good s as per the  req u ire m en ts  o f the  Trade 
Marks Act 1995. "The brand ow ne rs  have lodged fo rm a l 
ob jec tions  to  the  im p o rta tio n  o f these  good s on the  g rounds 
th a t they  in fringed  th e ir  in te llec tua l p ro p e rty ," she said.

"The im p o rte r has the  op tion  o f fo r fe it in g  the g ood s but, if 
th is  does no t occur, then the  brand ow ne rs  m ay take  legal 
ac tio n ."

C usto m s had a resp o ns ib ility  to  p ro te c t leg itim a te  A ustra lian  
businesses and c o n sum ers  fro m  c o u n te rfe it im p o rts  and it 
w as im p o rta n t th a t im p o rte rs  com p lied  w ith  tra d e m a rk  
leg is la tion  and check w ith  C us to m s in advance o f im p o rtin g  
such goods.
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