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Senator Ellison said that Customs patrol vessels had 
carried out more than 1,000 boardings at sea in the 
past three years.

"Until now, the crews have only carried sidearms for 
boarding operations, and a rifle and shotgun for 
personal defence,” he said.

"Recent experience has shown a growing trend in 
the unwillingness of some illegal fishing boats and 
other vessels suspected of criminal activity to 
comply with requests to be boarded.

"In order to deal with this more aggressive approach 
and evasive manoeuvring by intercepted ships, our 
Customs vessels and their crews clearly need to be 
both better protected and equipped to deal with 
these potentially hostile situations off our coastline."

Customs vessel crews will undergo additional 
training and two additional crew members will be 
embarked on each vessel to operate the weapon, 
taking the standard Customs vessel crew to ten.

M A N I F E S T

More s t a f f  
vesse l s  t a r ge t  
i l l egal  f i sh i ng
C u sto m s is g e ttin g  3 4  new  s ta ff and fo u r tac tica l 
resp onse  ve sse ls  fo r  key  p o rts  as p a rt o f a s ig n ifican t 
b o o s t to  b o rd er p ro te c tio n  fo r  N o rth e rn  A ustra lia  by the  
A us tra lian  G ove rnm en t.

The re  are six new  p o s itio n s  in B roo m e , six on Thu rsd ay 
Island and 16 dep loyed  b e tw een  D arw in  and Gove, while  
s ix  o ffic e rs  w ill o ve rs e e  the  p rog ram .

The  new  vesse ls  w ill be based in D arw in , Gove,
Thu rsd ay  Island and B ro o m e . They w ill pa tro l the  inshore 
a reas and be resp o ns ib le  fo r  b ring ing  apprehended 
ve sse ls  back to  p o rt. A nnounc ing  the  increased 
resou rces , C u s to m s  M in is te r S e n a to r C hris E llison  said,
"I am  con fid en t th e  e x tra  s ta ff  and b oa ts  w ill enable 
C u s to m s  and the  Roya l A u s tra lian  N avy to  apprehend 
m ore  fo re ig n  fish in g  b oa ts  and c rew s fo r  inves tig a tion  
and p rosecu tion .

"C u s to m s  w ill a ssu m e  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  rece iv ing  fo re ig n  
fish e rm e n  a t a rriva l p o rts  and tra n s fe rr in g  th e m  quick ly 
and secu re ly  to  ex is tin g  d e te n tio n  fa c ilit ie s  in W este rn  
A us tra lia  and S ou th  A us tra lia , pend ing the  es ta b lish m e n t 
o f a new D arw in  d e te n tio n  cen tre  in m id -2 0 0 6 .”

The package inc ludes:

• $ 5 7 .5  m illion  fo r  C u s to m s  to  in trod uce the  new 
a rra n g e m e n ts

• $ 2 0 .1  m illion  fo r  Im m ig ra tio n  fo r  increased 
d e ten tion  and rem o v a l c o s ts

• $ 4  m illion  fo r  inc reased  d isposa l cos ts
• $ 2 .2  m illion  fo r  th e  D ire c to r o f Public P rose cu tions  

to  fund the  exp ec ted  inc rease  in p rose cu tions
• $ 5  m illion  fo r  e x tra  op e ra tiona l and con stru c tio n  

c o s ts  fo r  a d e ten tion  fa c ility  on H orn Island in the  
To rres  S tra it.
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