
A decade of offshore,; 
maritime patrol a n c k j 
response _

Over the past 10 years, the Customs National Marine Unit 
has evolved into a major player in the field of blue water 
maritime border protection. The original fleet of sheltered 
waters vessels and inshore and offshore patrol vessels, 
managed separately by regional staff, has been 
rationalised, centralised, enlarged and upgraded. Crews 
and vessels have been armed, the Unit has been given a 
wider role including international patrols and training has 
been upgraded. Significant acts of bravery have been 
recognised. This article traces the history of the Unit.

On 14 September 2000, as 
millions were watching the 
Sydney Olympics opening 

ceremony, Customs officer John 
Casley died on board the 

Australian Customs Vessel 
(ACV) Corio Bay off the NSW 
coast. John, a former marine 

officer, was on the Corio Bay as 
a volunteer to lend a hand with 

operations in support of the 
Olympics. The Casley family has 

since established an annual 
award in John’s honour, 

presented to a member of the 
Marine Unit who best 

exemplifies the qualities that 
John Casley stood for during 

his time with Customs.

The concept

A  c e n tra lise d  C u s to m s  m a rin e  u n it w a s  firs t ra ised  in 19 9 4  
w h e n  th e  R e p o rt o f  th e  R e v ie w  in to  th e  A u s tra lia n  C u s to m s  
S e rv ic e  m a d e  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  re la ting  to  th e  fu tu re  
m a n a g e m e n t o f th e  C u s to m s  se a g o in g  flee t.

T h e  G o v e rn m e n t d ire c te d  th a t a  re v ie w  o f C u s to m s  m a rin e  
fu n c tio n s  be  c o n d u c te d  by an  in te rd e p a rtm e n ta l 
c o m m itte e , c o n v e n e d  by C u s to m s . (The  c o n ve n o r, B rian  
H urre ll, la te r to o k  o v e r m a n a g e m e n t re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  
m a r it im e  o p e ra tio n s  as  N a tio n a l M a n a g e r E n fo rc e m e n t 
O p e ra tio n s .)

To  e n s u re  fu ll a nd  e ffe c tive  u tilis a tio n  o f th e  se a g o in g  flee t, 
th e  c o m m it te e  re c o m m e n d e d , in te r alia, th a t m a n a g e m e n t 
o f th e  fle e t be  c e n tre d  in C a n b e rra . T h e  M in is te r  fo r  S m a ll 
B u s in e ss , C u s to m s  and  C o n s tru c tio n  a p p ro v e d  th e s e  
re c o m m e n d a tio n s  o n  17 F e b ru a ry  1 9 9 5 .

M A N I F E S T

A  m e e tin g  o f  reg iona l an d  c e n tra l o ffic e  m a rin e  m a n a g e rs  
w a s  c o n v e n e d  in C a n b e rra  w h e re  it w a s  ag ree d  th a t n e w  
o p e ra tin g  a rra n g e m e n ts  w o u ld  ta k e  e ffe c t fro m  Ju ly  1 9 9 5 . 
T h e re a fte r, se a g o in g  ve s s e ls  w e re  fu n d e d  a nd  a llo c a te d  
ta s k s  b y  a  c e n tra l c o o rd in a tin g  body, k n o w n  as  th e  
N a tio n a l M a rin e  U n it.

The start

In D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 5 , th e  U n it ’s  C e n tra l O ffic e  s tru c tu re  w a s  
e s ta b lis h e d  w ith  th e  c re a tio n  o f  e ig h t p o s itio n s  sp lit in to  
tw o  fu n c tio n a l a rea s : M a rin e  O p e ra tio n s  a nd  M a rin e  
R e s o u rc e s .

M a rin e  O p e ra tio n s  w a s  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  c lie n t lia ison  (ie, 
o th e r  a g e n c ie s  su c h  a s  Im m ig ra tio n , Q u a ra n tin e  and  
F ishe ries), ta s k in g  an d  d e p lo y m e n t o f  th e  se a g o in g  flee t. 
M a rin e  R e s o u rc e s  w a s  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  c re w  tra in in g ,
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c o m p e te n c y  a s s e s s m e n t and  a c q u is itio n  an d  m a in te n a n c e  
o f th e  seag o ing  flee t.

R eg io na l M a rin e  O ffice rs  fro m  a c ro ss  A u s tra lia  w e re  inv ited  
in D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 5  to  b rie fing s on  th e  n e w  s tru c tu re  o f 
m a ritim e  o p e ra tio n s . A ll o ffic e rs  w e re  o ffe red  p o s itio n s  in 
th e  n e w  un it.

In J a n u a ry  1 9 9 6 , R e g io na l O ffice rs  w h o  e le c te d  to  jo in  th e  
U n it ’s seag o ing  fle e t b e c a m e  o u tp o s te d  C e n tra l O ffice  s ta ff 
u n d e r n e w  c o n d itio n s  o f se rv ic e  sp ec ific  to  th e ir  fu n c tio n s , 
n e g o tia te d  by C u s to m s  w ith  c re w  and  th e  s ta ff a s s o c ia tio n .

A t th is  t im e , th e  C u s to m s  seag o ing  fle e t c o m p ris e d  fo u r 
2 0 m  M in is te r-c la s s  ve sse ls  - Charles Kingston, Andrew 
Fisher, Sir Austin Chapman and  Sir William Lyne - p lus  th e  
2 2 m  Delphinus ( fo rm e rly  a  V ic to r ia n  F ish e rie s  p a tro l 
vesse l).

R e sp o n s ib ility  fo r  m a in ta in in g  th e s e  ve s s e ls  fe ll to  th e  
M a rin e  R e s o u rc e s  M anag er, J o h n  S im m o n s , C u s to m s  
p rinc ipa l ad v ise r o n  all m a rin e  te c h n ic a l m a tte rs . H e had  
p layed  a  m a jo r ro le  in th e  d es ig n  o f th e  M in is te r-c la s s  
vesse ls .

To a s s is t th e  M a rin e  R e s o u rc e s  S e c tio n  in d eve lop ing  
s ta n d a rd  o p e ra tin g  p ro c e d u re s  and  te c h n ic a l policy, th e  
U n it cyc led  a n u m b e r o f c o m m a n d in g  o ffic e rs  th ro u g h  
C e n tra l O ffice.

First expansion

In A u g u s t 1 9 9 6 , C u s to m s  acq u ired  p a tro l ve sse l Wauri 
fro m  th e  A u s tra lia n  F ishe ries  M a n a g e m e n t A u th o rity . Wauri 
w a s  b ased  a t T h u rs d a y  Is land  and  c o n d u c te d  m o s t o f he r 
p a tro ls  in th e  T o rre s  S tra it  in s u p p o rt o f  A u s tra lia n  F ishe ries  
M a n a g e m e n t A u th o r ity  ta s k s .

J o h n  S im m o n s  re tired  in 1 9 9 7  a fte r 2 2  y e a rs  o f serv ice . 
G reg  H e llessey  jo in e d  th e  U n it in N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 7  as 
D ire c to r E ng ine e ring .

W h ile  in itia lly  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  o ve rs e e in g  and  c o n d u c t 
o f p re ve n tive  an d  b re a k d o w n  m a in te n a n c e  o f th e  M in is te r- 
c la ss  flee t, G reg  H e lle s e y ’s se c tio n  w o u ld , in t im e , exp and  
to  in c o rp o ra te  re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f 
te c h n ic a l p o licy  an d  s ta n d a rd s , c o n tra c t m a n a g e m e n t, 
in fra s tru c tu re  d e v e lo p m e n t and  su p p o rt, p a rtic u la rly  in 
regard  to  th e  re p la c e m e n t flee t.

Drug taskings

T h ro u g h o u t 1 9 9 8 -9 9 , C u s to m s  w a s  invo lved  in jo in t-a g e n c y  
d rug  o p e ra tio n s  o n  th e  E a s t C o a s t w ith  M in is te r-c la s s

ACV Botany Bay boarding foreign fishing vessels in northern Australia.

v e s s e ls  p lay ing  m a jo r ro les . D e s p ite  c o n s id e ra b le  
o p e ra tio n a l s h o r tc o m in g s  (m a in ly  b e c a u s e  th e s e  ve s s e ls  
w e re  b u ilt fo r  o ffs h o re  w o rk  in lim ite d  c irc u m s ta n c e s ), 
sea g o in g  c re w  g o t th e  b e s t fro m  th e s e  hu lls  an d  a c h ieved  
su c c e sse s .

O f p a rtic u la r n o te  w e re  th e  e ffo rts  o f se a g o in g  c re w  in 
Delphinus an d  Sir William Lyne w h e n  a p p re h e n d in g  a 
m o th e rs h ip , M V  Uniana, o ff G ra n ts  B ea ch , n e a r P o r t 
M a c q u a rie , in O c to b e r 1 9 9 8 . T h e  Uniana had  b een  fitte d  
w ith  a  fa s t s p e e d b o a t h id d e n  fro m  aeria l v iew . T h e  
s p e e d b o a t w a s  la u n c h e d  in th e  ea rly  h o u rs  fro m  2 4  

na u tic a l m ile s  o ffsh o re . W h e n  it f in a lly  reac hed  th e  b each  
in roug h  se a  c o n d itio n s , it w a s  m e t by po lice  w h o  se ized  
4 0 0 k g  o f he ro in .

W h ile  a w a it in g  th e  re tu rn  o f  th e  s p e e d b o a t, Uniana s tra ye d  
in to  A u s tra lia n  te rr ito r ia l w a te rs . T h e  c o m m a n d in g  o ffic e r 
o n  Sir William Lyne in s tru c te d  th e  m a s te r  o f th e  Uniana to  
s to p . B o a rd e d  and  s e c u re d  b y a  p o lic e  ta c tic a l re s p o n s e  
te a m , Uniana w a s  e s c o rte d  to  S y d n e y  by b o th  C u s to m s  
vesse ls .

T w o  m o n th s  later, Wauri a n d  Sir William Lyne w e re  ta s k e d  
to  eng a g e  in a n o th e r  d ru g  o p e ra tio n . T h is  t im e  a  fo re ig n  

y a c h t w a s  re p o rte d ly  hea d ing  to  C o ffs  H a rb o u r w ith  d rug s  
c o n c e a le d  o n  b oard . T h e  Maeve Chique w a s  se ize d  w h e n  
a s e a rc h  in p o rt fo u n d  2 2 5 k g  o f c o c a in e  c o n c e a le d  in he r 

tend e r.
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A  tre n d  d e v e lo p in g  in th e  la te  1 9 9 0 s  w a s  th e  u se  o f s te e l­
hu lled  v e s s e ls  to  s m u g g le  p e o p le  to  A u s tra lia ’s e a s t c o a s t,

O n c e  a g a in  C u s to m s  ve s s e ls  filled  an im p o rta n t 
in te rd ic tio n  ro le . In M a y  1 9 9 9 , Delphinus a ss is te d  in th e  
e s c o rt o f Kayuen a fte r  it w a s  in te rc e p te d  o ff W o llo n g o n g  
w ith  s u s p e c te d  u n la w fu l n o n -c itiz e n s  (S U N O S ) o n  board .

T h e n , o n  4  J u n e  1 9 9 9 , Ji Chong Lee, a fte r be ing  d e te c te d  
b y  a u th o r it ie s  tra n s p o rt in g  a la rge n u m b e r o f S U N O S , w a s  
in te rc e p te d  b y Delphinus o ff B ro ke n  Bay, N S W .

International cooperation

In N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 7 , th e  G o v e rn m e n t a n n o u n c e d  a  N a tio n a l 
Illicit D rug  S tra te g y , w h ic h  inc lu d ed  m e a s u re s  a im e d  a t 
im p ro v in g  A u s tra lia ’s la w -e n fo rc e m e n t c a p a c ity  in th e  
To rre s  S tra it. T h is  inc lu d ed  in s titu tin g  jo in t b o rd e r p a tro ls  
w ith  P a p u a  N e w  G u ine a .

T h e  firs t 1 0 -d a y  p a tro l w a s  c o n d u c te d  in 1 9 9 8 . Wauri 
t ra n s p o rte d  re p re s e n ta tiv e s  fro m  C u s to m s , th e  A u s tra lia n  
Fede ra l P o lic e , th e  Q u e e n s la n d  P o lice , th e  P N G  In te rna l 
R e v e n u e  S e rv ic e  and  th e  R oya l P N G  C o n s ta b u la ry  to  
c o a s ta l v illag e s  in P N G ’s W e s te rn  P ro v in c e  R eg io n  and  to  
is land  c o m m u n it ie s  on  th e  A u s tra lia n  s id e  o f th e  b o rd e r in 
th e  To rre s  S tra it.

In M ay 2 0 0 0 , Wauri w a s  red ep lo yed  fro m  th e  T o rre s  S tra it  
t o  A s h m o re  Is la n d s  to  p ro te c t th e  e n v iro n m e n ta l in te g r ity  o f 
th e  M a rin e  N a tu re  R e se rve  fro m  illegal fish in g  activ ity . 
Delphinus th e n  rep lac ed  Wauri as th e  p rim a ry  re sp o n se  
p la tfo rm  in N o rth  Q ue e n s la n d .

W h ile  o p e ra tin g  a t A s h m o re  Is lands, Wauri’s c re w  p layed  a 
s ig n ific a n t ro le  in b o rd e r p ro te c tio n  b y  re sp o n d in g  to  
u n a u th o ris e d  b o a t arriva ls.

B e tw e e n  J u ly  2 0 0 0  and  D e c e m b e r 200 1  a b o u t 3 6  s u s p e c t 
illegal e n try  v e s s e ls  w e re  b oa rd e d  n e a r A s h m o re  Is lands.

In A u g u s t 2 0 0 5 , S in g a p o re  h o s te d  a  p ro life ra tio n  s e c u rity  
in itia tive  e x e rc ise  k n o w n  as  E xe rc ise  D eep  S ab re . It 
invo lved  m a rit im e  la w -e n fo rc e m e n t ag e n c ie s  fro m  v a rio u s  
co u n trie s  inc lu d ing  th e  S in g a p o re  N avy, th e  R oya l Navy, 
th e  U S  N avy, th e  U S  C o a s t G ua rd , th e  N e w  Z e a la n d  A ir 
Fo rce  and  th e  J a p a n e s e  C o a s tg u a rd .

C u s to m s  p a rtic ip a tio n  in th is  e xe rc ise  inc lu d ed  a  re tu rn  
passage fro m  D a rw in  to  S in g a p o re , v ia  B e n o a , o f m o re  
th a n  4 0 0 0  nau tica l m iles.

Anti-people smuggling

D uring  th e  19 9 0 s , it b e c a m e  inc re as ing ly  e v id e n t th a t th e  
n o w  ag e ing  fle e t o f  M in is te r-c la s s  ve s s e ls  w a s  n o t g o ing  to  
be  ab le  to  c o p e  w ith  th e  e xp a n d in g  ro les  o f C u s to m s  in 
s u p p o rt o f  fa c ilita tio n  o f tra d e , m o v e m e n t o f p e o p le  and  
c o m p lia n c e  w ith  A u s tra lia n  la w s  in o u r o ffs h o re  a rea s  o f 
ju r is d ic tio n a l respons ib ility .

T h e  f le e t nee d e d  to  c o n d u c t c o m p le x  m a r it im e  o p e ra tio n s  
o u t to , a n d  s o m e tim e s  b e yo n d , th e  2 0 0 -n a u tic a l m ile  
E xc lu s ive  E c o n o m ic  Z o n e  (EEZ) a ro u n d  A u s tra lia ’s 
3 6 ,0 0 0 k m  o f m a in la n d  c o a s tlin e  and  s o m e  o ffs h o re  
te rr ito r ie s .

In ea rly  1 9 9 7 , fu n d in g  fo r  s u c h  a re p la c e m e n t fle e t w a s  
a p p ro v e d  and  w e n t o u t to  te n d e r in S e p te m b e r. T e n d e rs  
c lo se d  in N ove m b er.

In 1 9 9 9  th e  a rriva l o f th e  f irs t o f  th e  n e w  fle e t o f  C u s to m s  
v e sse ls  w a s  he ra ld ed . A C V  Roebuck Bay w a s  th e  firs t o f 
th e  n e w  fle e t o f e ig h t B a y -c la s s  ve s s e ls  a c c e p te d  in to  
serv ice . L a te r th a t year, A C V  Botany Bay a n d  A C V  Holdfast 
Bay w e re  c o m m is s io n e d .

In m id -1 9 9 9 , C u s to m s  c re a te d  a  n e w  p o s itio n  w ith  
re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  th e  ove ra ll e ffe c tive  a d m in is tra tio n  and  
o p e ra tio n  o f th e  N a tio na l M a rin e  U nit. K e ith  J o h n s o n , a 
fo rm e r R oya l A u s tra lia n  N avy  c ap ta in , jo in e d  C u s to m s  as  
M a rin e  S u p e rin te n d e n t.

T w o  fu r th e r  B a y -c la s s  A C V s  w e re  c o m m is s io n e d  in M a rc h  
2 0 0 0  - Hervey Bay and  Corlo Bay.

C re w  s tre n g th  inc reased , as d id  C e n tra l O ffic e  n u m b e rs , 
o rg a n ise d  in to  th re e  se c tio n s : O p e ra tio n s , E ng in e e rin g  and  
th e  M a rin e  S ta n d a rd s  S e c tio n .

W h ile  A u s tra lia  w a s  w in n in g  O lym p ic  g o ld  in S yd ne y , M V  
Samson Explorer en te red  se rv ic e  w ith  C u s to m s  on  a  tw o -  
ye a r c o n tra c t to  tra n s p o rt su s p e c te d  u n la w fu l n o n -c itiz e n s  
fro m  a p o in t o f  in te rc e p tio n  - usu a lly  A s h m o re  Is lan d s - to  
th e  A u s tra lia n  m a in land .

S h o rt ly  a fte r en te ring  se rv ice , re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  m a n a g in g  
ail a s p e c ts  o f Samson Explorer’s te n u re  w ith  C u s to m s , 
inc lud ing  th e  p ro v is io n  o f o n b o a rd  s e c u rity  o ffic e rs , w a s  
p assed  to  th e  M arine  U nit.

A C V  Storm Bay w a s  c o m m is s io n e d  in N o v e m b e r 2 0 0 0  a n d  
A C V  Dame Roma Mitchell in D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 0 .

In a firs t, Storm Bay m a d e  p a ssa g e  to  N e w  Z e a la n d  in 
Fe b ru a ry  2 0 0 1 . D uring  its  fo u r-w e e k  d e p lo y m e n t, Storm
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Bay c irc u m n a v ig a te d  b o th  is la n d s  o f N e w  Z e a la n d . A n d , 
d e sp ite  exp e rie n c in g  u n c o m fo r ta b le  s e a  c o n d itio n s , 
c o m p le te d  a  n u m b e r o f w ild life  c o n s e rv a tio n  a n d  fish e rie s  
ta s k s  in s u p p o rt o f  N e w  Z e a la n d ’s la w -e n fo rc e m e n t 
agenc ies .

A lth o u g h  e n te rin g  se rv ic e  in S e p te m b e r 2 0 0 0 , th e  las t B ay- 
c lass  vesse l, Arnhem Bay, w a s  n o t c o m m is s io n e d  un til 
M a rch  2 0 0 1 . It m a rk e d  th e  en d  o f  a  3 7 -m o n th  p ro je c t fro m  
inc e p tio n  o f th e  B a y -c la s s  fle e t to  th e  las t hu ll fo rm a lly  
e n te ring  serv ice .

A ro u n d  th is  t im e , m a rin e  e n g in e e rin g  s ta ff w e re  b e ing  k e p t 
b u sy  c o o rd in a tin g  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f a  d e d ic a te d  and  
p u rp o s e -b u ilt w h a r f  a t N e u tra l Bay, S yd ney, as  w e ll as  
n e g o tia tin g  b e rth in g  a g re e m e n ts  a t C a irn s  a n d  M e lb o u rn e .

N o w  th e  U n it nee d e d  s u ffic ie n t c re w  to  o p e ra te  e ac h  o f  th e  
e ig h t ve s s e ls  fo r  a b o u t 1 5 0  se a  d a ys  a  y e a r o r  1 2 0 0  se a  
d ays  a  y e a r fo r  th e  e n tire  f le e t - n o t fu ll capac ity , b u t 
re q u ire m e n t a t th a t tim e .

T h e  U n it ’s  seag o ing  s tre n g th  re a c h e d  a  leve l o f  9 0  b y  m id - 
2001.

T h e  A C V  re p la c e m e n t p ro je c t in fo rm e d  th e  N a v y ’s 
A rm id a le -c la s s  p a tro l b o a t p ro jec t. U n it o ffic e rs  he lp e d  th e  
N avy  avo id  s o m e  s ig n ific a n t p o te n tia l p itfa lls  w ith  th e  
im p le m e n ta tio n  o f its  p ro jec t.

M V  Tampa, w ith  p e o p le  re sc u e d  fro m  th e  s e a  o n b o a rd , 
a rrived  o ff C h r is tm a s  Is land  in A u g u s t 2 0 0 1 .

A lth o u g h  A C V s  w e re  n o t invo lv e d  in th e  Tampa in c id e n t, it 
d id  ha ve  a  s ig n ific a n t f lo w -o n  e ffe c t fo r  th e  U n it. S o o n  a fter, 
C u s to m s  rece ived  a d d itio n a l b u d g e t fu n d in g  and  
a d d itio n a l seag o ing  c re w  w e re  rec ru ited .

T h e  g ro w th  re sp o n s ib ilitie s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  m a n a g in g  th is  
m a n y  c re w  w a rra n te d  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f a  fo u r th  s e c tio n . 
T h e  M a rin e  C re w  O p e ra tio n s  S e c tio n  w a s  e s ta b lis h e d  in 
M a rc h  2 0 0 2 .

T h e  inc re ased  c a p a b ility  a t s e a  resu ltin g  fro m  th e  a rm in g  
o f th e  fle e t m e a n t y e t a n o th e r  inc re a se  in se a g o in g  c re w  
n u m b e rs . T h e  m o s t re c e n t in ta k e  o f U n it re c ru its  b eg an  
th e ir  tra in in g  a t C a n b e rra  in ea rly  2 0 0 6 .

Use-of-force

In 1 9 9 9 , a fte r  a  re v ie w  o f  r is k s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  c o n d u c tin g  
c o n s ta b u la ry  o p e ra tio n s  fa r  o ffs h o re , C u s to m s  in tro d u c e d  
u s e -o f- fo rc e  tra in in g  fo r  all se a g o in g  crew .
T h e  firs t c o n tin g e n t b e g an  a s ix -w e e k  c o u rs e  w ith  th e  A F P

in C a n b e rra  in J a n u a ry  2 0 0 0 . A ll se a g o in g  o ffic e rs  w o u ld  
n o w  c a rry  fire a rm s  and  a s s o c ia te d  a c c o u tre m e n ts  fo r  
p e rso n a l p ro te c tio n  and  fo r  th e  p ro te c tio n  o f o th e rs  fa c in g  
an  im m e d ia te  th re a t o f  v io len ce .

W ith  a nee d  to  use  fo rc e  b e c o m in g  m o re  c o m m o n p la c e  
w h e n  a tte m p tin g  to  b oa rd  ve s s e ls  a t sea , in m id -2 0 0 5  th e  
G o v e rn m e n t ap p ro v e d  ad d itio n a l e x p e n d itu re  to  enab le  
C u s to m s  to  fit d e c k -m o u n te d  w e a p o n s  o n  its  B a y -c la s s  
flee t.

T h e  7 .6 2 m m  FN  FHerstal M A G  5 8  g ene ra l s u p p o rt m a c h in e - 
g un  w a s  s e ttle d  on . Corio Bay w a s  th e  f irs t to  be fitte d  in 
J u ly  2 0 0 5 , th e  re m a in ing  v e sse ls  fitte d  by D ecem b er.
D uring  th is  period , all seag o ing  c re w  w e re  tra in e d  in th e  
o p e ra tio n  o f th is  w e a p o n  s y s te m .

Professionalism and bravery

T h e  U n it ’s  h is to ry  is s te e p e d  in e x a m p le s  o f  o ffic e rs  
d e m o n s tra tin g  p ro fe s s io n a lism , c o m m itm e n t and  bravery. 
N o th in g  illu s tra te s  th is  m o re  n o ta b ly  th a n  th e  e ffo rts  o f n in e  
c re w  o n b o a rd  Arnhem Bay d u ring  a  s a fe ty  o f  life a t sea  
inc id e n t, in vo lv ing  a  vesse l in d is tre s s  n e a r A s h m o re  
Is lands.

L a te  in th e  a fte rn o o n  on  8 N o v e m b e r 2 0 0 1 , Arnhem Bay 
a ss is te d  in th e  reco ve ry  o f m o re  th a n  1 6 0  p e o p le  fro m  a  
b laz ing  In d o n e s ia n  fish in g  vesse l. C re w  fro m  th e  ACV, 
us ing  th e  v e s s e l’s te n d e rs , reco ve red  m o s t o f th e  p eop le  
fro m  th e  sea .

T h is  rescu e  inc lud ed  ta k in g  a  1 0 -d a y  o ld  b a b y  d irec tly  
fro m  th e  b u rn in g  vesse l and  o n e  seag o ing  c re w m e m b e r 
leav ing  th e  sa fe ty  o f h is o w n  te n d e r to  rescu e  a  sm a ll ch ild  
fro m  th e  sea . T h e s e  w e re  a m o n g  a n u m b e r o f se lfle ss  a c ts  
p e rfo rm e d  b y C u s to m s  o ffic e rs  in e x tre m e  c irc u m s ta n c e s .

Arnhem Bay’s c re w  m e m b e rs  d e m o n s tra te d  th e  h ig he s t 
d eg ree  o f  tenac ity , c o m p a s s io n , s e a m a n s h ip  and  d e v o tio n  
to  th e  ta s k  a t hand . C o u ra g e  and  p ro fe s s io n a lis m  ea rn ed  
th e m  a c o m m e n d a tio n  fro m  th e  D e p u ty  C h ie f E xecu tive  
O ffic e r in 2 0 0 2 . T h e  fo llo w in g  ye a r c re w  e ffo r ts  w e re  fu r th e r 
a c k n o w le d g e d  w h e n  th e y  w e re  p re se n te d  w ith  th e  C h ie f 
E x e c u tiv e  O ffic e r ’s aw ard .

Southern Oceans spinoff

In M a rch  2 0 0 3 , a t th e  d irec tion  o f th e  G o v e rn m e n t, th e  U n it 
tra in e d  an d  d ep loyed  an a rm e d  b oa rd in g  p a rty  as p a rt o f 
th e  firs t C u s to m s - le d  a rm ed  S o u th e rn  O c e a n  p a tro l on  M V  
Aurora Australis.
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Th is  o p e ra tio n  w a s  th e  p re c u rs o r to  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f th e  
S o u th e rn  O c e a n s  M a rin e  P a tro l and  R e s p o n s e  U n it, w h ic h  
n o w  o p e ra te s  p a tro l ve sse l Oceanic Viking.

The record

In ju s t o v e r 10  ye a rs , th e  U n it h a s  c o n d u c te d  s tra te g ic  and  
tac tica l m a r it im e  re s p o n s e  ta s k s  fo r  27  C o m m o n w e a lth  and  
S ta te  g o v e rn m e n t c lie n t a g en c ies . In th e  p ro c e ss  A C V s  
have:

• b oa rd e d  o v e r 2 0 4 0  fo re ig n  fish in g  vesse ls
• c o n d u c te d  m o re  th a n  3 3 0  leg is la tive  fo rfe itu re s  w h e re  

g ea r and  c a tc h  h ave  b een  re m o v e d  and  fo rfe ite d  
und e r f is h e rie s  leg is la tion

• a p p re h e n d e d  s o m e  4 0 0  v e sse ls  d e te c te d  o p e ra tin g  
illegally ins id e  th e  A E E Z

• d e ta in ed  a b o u t 5 7  s u s p e c t illegal e n tra n t ve s s e ls
• p layed m a jo r ro les  in seve ra l m u lti-a g e n c y  d rug  

o p e ra tio n s
• board ed  a n d /o r  id e n tifie d  o v e r 1751 o th e r vesse ls , 

inc lud ing  m e rc h a n t vesse ls , ya c h ts  and  re c re a tiona l 
sm a llc ra ft o f  in te re s t to  A u s tra lia n  la w -e n fo rc e m e n t 
ag enc ies

• tra n s p o rte d  a n d  a c c o m m o d a te d  o v e r 1 0 0 0  
p asse ng e rs  o n  o v e rn ig h t vo ya g e s

• hos ted  in e x c e s s  o f 1 0 ,0 0 0  v is ito rs  d u ring  ve sse l o p e n  
days, p ro m o tin g  C u s to m s  c o m m u n ity  p a rtic ip a tio n  
p rog ram , H o tlin e .

The future

W ith  s u c h  a  h ug e  c o a s tlin e  an d  v a s t E xc lu s ive  E c o n o m ic  
Z o n e , A u s tra lia  fa c e s  an inc re a s in g ly  d a u n tin g  cha lle n g e  in 
p ro te c tin g  an d  po lic ing  o u r  b o rd e rs  a n d  u n d e rs e a  
reso u rc e s .

C u s to m s , as  an  a g e n c y  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  m a n a g in g  th e  
s e c u rity  and  in te g r ity  o f A u s tra lia ’s  b o rd e rs , w ill c o n tin u e  to  
req u ire  a  seag o ing  fle e t c a p a b le  o f u n d e rta k in g  la w - 
e n fo rc e m e n t re sp o n s ib ilitie s  in a m a r it im e  e n v iro n m e n t.

C u s to m s  is n o w  p lann ing  th e  c a p a b ilitie s  fo r  a  re p la c e m e n t 
fle e t to  m e e t th e  c h a lle n g e s  o f th e  fu tu re  - th e  eve r- 
ch a n g in g  d e m a n d s  nee d ed  to  p ro te c t an d  p o lic e  o u r 
b o rd e rs  and  u n d e rs e a  re s o u rc e s  as  w e ll as  e m e rg e n t 
so v e re ig n ty  and  b o rd e r p ro te c tio n  th re a ts .

ACV Arnhem Bay intercepting foreign fishing vessel north of Wessel Islands.
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