
Don’t carry drugs 
anytime, anywhere!

crimes.

In many countries you could 
face the death penalty or 

life behind bars.
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Drug possession and 
trafficking are serious

T h e  M in is te r fo r  J u s tic e  and  C u s to m s , S e n a to r  C h ris  
E llison , has  la u n c h e d  th is  p o s te r a s ta rk  w a rn in g  to  
tra ve lle rs  o f th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f try in g  to  ta k e  illegal 
d rug s  o ve rseas .

C o p ie s  o f th e  p o s te r a re  be ing  p u t up  a t e ve ry  
in te rn a tio n a l a irp o rt a ro u n d  A u s tra lia

“ I w a n t th e s e  p o s te rs  to  be s e e n  by e v e ry o n e  as  th e y  
leave  th e  cou n try , to  s igna l to  a n y o n e  ca rry ing  d ru g s  - o r 
even  c o n te m p la tin g  th e  idea  - th a t if th e y  a re  c a u g h t 
ove rs e a s , a t b es t th e y  face  m a n y  y e a rs  in p rison , a t w o rs t 
th e y  face  e x e c u t io n ,” S e n a to r E llison  said.

T h e  M in is te r p o in te d  to  seve ra l h ig h -p ro file  fo re ig n  d rug  
c ase s  in rec e n t y e a rs  invo lv ing  A u s tra lia n s  in w h ic h  d e a th  
se n te n c e s  had  b een  han d ed  d o w n .

“S o m e  ca se s  have  rece ived  a g re a t deal o f pub lic ity , b u t 
still th e re  a re  m a n y  o th e r  A u s tra lia n s  la n g u ish ing  in fo re ig n  
p riso n s  on  d rug  c h a rg e s  in o u r  reg ion  and  b e y o n d ,” he 
said.

“ It is im p o rta n t th a t th e s e  s tra te g ic a lly  p laced  w a rn in g s  
re in fo rce  th e  m e s s a g e  to  all A u s tra lia n s  o f th e  s tu p id ity  in 
ca rry ing  illicit d ru g s  and  a lso  o f  th e  d ire  c o n s e q u e n c e s  if 
th e y  d o .”

S e n a to r E llison  sa id  th a t, w h ile  th is  c a m p a ig n  w a s  ta rg e te d  
a t p eop le  trave lling  o ve rs e a s , it w a s  ju s t a p a rt o f th e  
G o v e rn m e n t’s Tough on Drugs s tra te g y  o f fig h tin g  illicit 
d rug s on  th re e  fro n ts : e d u c a tio n , re h a b ilita tio n  and  law  
e n fo rc e m e n t.
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