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is interesting to note that they then walked in to the
nearest patrol post quite a distance away, where they
arrived about 11 o'clock at night. The patrol officer
was at the club having his nightly grog, and they rushed
in there with their still blood-stained knives and said
“For God’s sake, put us in the clink—we have just killed
a sorcerer”. He obliged. That is the sort of thing that
goes on.

One of the difficulties up there, is that everything has
to be done through at least one interpreter, very often
two. As you no doubt recall, the High Court said in
Gaio’s Case that a person can give evidence of a con-
fession which was translated to him orally, provided the
translator is called and swears that he interpreted truth-
fully. You usually get a beautifully detailed confession
made to a patrol officer in a language he can’t under-
stand and so, translated by an interpreter. The inter-
preter is then called and gives the necessary evidence
as prescribed by the High Court, but some of the
bright defending counsel (and all these people, incident-
ally, are defended by counsel from the Public Solicitor’s
office) have woken up to a thing which is quite well
known amongst people who have worked with the natives
—that is, that, if you ask a native a question nicely and
politely, he will give you the answer which he thinks
you expect. That, of course, rather simplifies cross-
examination. The wunsuspecting prosecutor puts the
interpreter in the box. He answers the three leading
questions the way it is expected of him, then defending
counsel gets up with a nice smile and says “And you told
this man that anything he said would be taken down in
writing” and the interpreter says, “Yes”. “And you told
him that it could be used in evidence in Court proceed-
ings which might take place”—"“Yes”. “And you told
him that he’d better confess or else he would be in more
serious trouble”, and he says “Yes”. Sometimes they
build it up a little bit further and say “And you told
him that he would get better treated if he made a con-
fession”, and he says “Yes”. “And you also told him that
if he didn’t confess he’d be locked up over night with the
body of the man he killed”, and he says “Yes”. Welil
at that stage defence counsel can safely sit down.

1 suppose that anyone who has been in the Territory
for any time has a string of stories, but there is a
moral to them. They show that it is not only the
white man who is going through a difficult time. The
native is going through the awkward transitional stage
where, on the one hand, he feels bound to follow
tribal tradition while, on the other hand, he knows that
this is often contrary to the white man’s law. It is
the Judge’s job to try to reconcile the two.

Selborne Chambers

On 5th March, 1962, for the first time during Term
since J. H. Want established himself in the building in
1896, no barrister engaged in the practice of his
profession at or from Selborne Chambers 174 Phillip
Street, Sydney. For, during the fortnight which preceded
that date, the legal tenants had been moving to 182 King
Street with their books and their papers, their typewriters
and their typists, their memories and their hopes for
the future.

The preparations for the move brought to light much
old dust and old wall paper, a copy of the Law Almanac
for 1896 signed “G. E. Rich”, and one map preserved
on the end of a set of book-shelves—issued by an agent
of the AM.P. Society as an advertisement—which
showed “the seat of war” and recommended the immedi-
ate taking out of life assurance with the Society in order
to obtain a bonus for the year 1899.

The former denizens of 174 Phillip Street have now
settled fairly well into their new—though temporary—
quarters where they expect to remain for the next
eighteen months. The taunts of the rest of the Bar
directed to their occupation of what was formerly the
Queens Club are of no great concern; but the absence
of a lift in a building where three storeys are in occupa-
tion is somewhat serious, especially for the older mem-
bers and in particular for elderly or ill clients. However,
it is understood that steps are being taken to get the
lift into commission as soon as possible.

The rooms which are now occupied are on the whole
more commodious and attractive than might have been
expected from an inspection of the building when it
was empty. The views from many of the rooms are
delightful since most of them overlook Hyde Park.

In the meantime, the rooms in 174 Phillip Street
which housed such great legal personalities as Sir George
Rich, Mr. Justice J. A. Browne, Sir Frederick Jordan
and Sir Dudley Williams, as well as a Governor-General
of the Commonwealth, two State Premiers, a number
of other Judges, some of whom are still on the Bench,
and (among a host of others) three generations of
Shands, have been stripped and the building itself is
in process of being wrecked, a process which will be
completed before this appears in print. It is understood
that some small part of the fabric of Selborne will be
incorporated in the new building which will take its
place.

The construction of the new project gives the oppor-
tunity of enlarging the accommodation occupied by the
Bar Association to something like four times the size
of the present accommodation. Plans for this area
which are now under active consideration, will provide
a separate library, an enlarged dining room and a lounge
with provision for a bar. The dining room and lounge
will be so arranged that, for large functions, they can
be thrown together. In addition, better provision will
be made for the administrative needs of the Bar Associa-
tion and Counsel's Chambers Limited.

The Bar Building Project and the Accommodation
Problem

The contract for the erection of the new building
(which will be substantially identical with Wentworth
Chambers) on the Selborne site has been let by Coun-
sel’s Chambers Ltd. to T. C. Whittle Pty. Ltd.

The building contract provides that demolition will
be completed in four weeks and construction in a further
sixty-five weeks. The date for completion is nominally
1st July, 1963, but, after making allowances for inclem-
ent weather and other unavoidable delays, it is antici-
pated that the new building will be ready for occupation
in about September or October of next year.
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There was a flood of applications for shares in the
Company. The demand was so great that the Directors
have been almost overwhelmed.

This has resulted in a new problem arising. If a
building twice the size of the present one is quite inade-
quate, then what of the future?

Neither the Bar Council nor the Directors have failed
to appreciate the need for planning further for the
future. A joint committee of representatives of the two
bodies has been appointed and has already been giving
thought to the problem. It is not possible to give any
detailed information at this stage, but it has been stated
authoritatively that plans are in hand to make some
provision for housing the rest of the Bar, both on a short
range and on a long range basis. The ultimate aim
of the committee is to be able to offer accommodation
to every member and prospective member of the Bar.

Reading Lectures 1962

Date Subject Lecturer

3rd April The Bar and the Meares Q.C.
Bar Association

17th April History of the Bar Snelling Q.C.
of England

1st May History of the Bar Snelling Q.C.
of New South Wales

15th May Etiquette Riley Q.C.

29th May Etiquette Riley Q.C.

12th June How to Use a Rath Q.C.
Library

26th June Practical Proofs in Langsworth Q.C.
an Accident Case

31st July Art of Cross- Smyth Q.C.

Examination
Cross-Examination
on Documents

14th August Reynolds Q.C.

28th August  Conduct of a Quarter Davoren Q.C.
Sessions Trial

1ith Sept. Procedure and Ludeke
Practice in Industrial
Jurisdiction

25th Sept. How to Conduct a Shannon Q.C.
Case Before a Jury

9th October Court Procedure Mason
in Equity

23rd October Appellate Advocacy  Holmes Q.C.

and Technique

Cricket

On 25th February, 1962, a cricket match between a
Barristers’ XI and a Solicitors’ XI took place at Camper-
down Park. The Barristers’ XI, captained by Barbour
did well to get out the strong Solicitors’ team for 122
runs. Helsham was the main contributor taking five
catches including two off his own bowling. Collins took
another three wickets and Godfrey-Smith, who was one
of the many vice-captains also took two. Bicknell and
Edgar top-scored for the Solicitors with 25 and 29
respectively.

Despite Barbour’s 26 and Collins’ 23, the Barristers’
XI was all out for 69, owing to the fast bowling of
Woodfield who took 4 wickets for 10 runs and Edgar
who took 3 for 16. The captain of the Solicitors’ XI
was Geoff. Lewis and the match and the ground were
arranged by Roy Turner.

The Library

The following books have been added to the Library
since the last issue of the Gazette:—

Arnold—Marine Insurance—16th Edn. (1961).
Marsden—Collision at Sea—11th Edn. (1961).
McGillivray—Insurance—5th Edn. (1961).
Cantor—Traumatic Medicine & Surgery for the Attorney.
(Five volumes of a series) (1959).
Cheshire—Private International Law—6th Edn. (1961).
Maxwell—Interpretation of Statutes—11th Edn. (1962).

The following gifts to the Library are acknowledged
with grateful thanks:—

By Loxton Q.C.—a copy of the Registrum Brevium—
4th Edn. (1687).

By T. G. Williams Esq., Private Secretary to the At-
torney-General of New South Wales—A Report of
Divers Cases in Pleas of the Crown during the
reign of Charles II (1708), and A Law Dictionary
and Glossary (1717).

By Anonymous donors—three volumes from the Library
of the late Master Hooton, Master in Equity in the
Supreme Court 1941-1958.

Coming Events

1962
May 18 Second Dining-In Night—Common Room.
June 28 Annual Bench & Bar Dinner—Wentworth
Hotel.
July 2-23  Midwinter Vacation.
July 20 Bench and Bar Golf v. The Services—
Elanora Country Club.
August 31 Third Dining-In Night—Common Room.
Nov. 2 Fourth Dining-In Night—Common Room.
Nov. 23 Bench and Bar Cocktail Party—Wentworth
Hotel.
Dec. 17 Long Vacation commences.
1963

Jan. 19-26 Law Convention—Hobart.

The Common Room

On 8th December, 1961, members of the Association
gathered to do honour to Mr. Justice W. F. L. Owen
upon his translation from the New South Wales Supreme
Court to the High Court of Australia.

On 14th February, 1962, the President entertained
Judge Fawsit, a Judge of the Circuit Court of Justice
(Eastern Circuit) in Ireland, at luncheon in the Common
Room.

On 16th February, 1962, Mr. Justice R. L. Taylor
was the guest of the Association at a late afternoon
party held upon the occasion of his appointment to the
Supreme Court of New South Wales.

On 9th March, 1962, the first Dining-In Night of the
year took place. A note of the proceedings appears
elsewhere in these pages.

On 23rd March, 1962, the Council entertained mem-
bers admitted during the past twelve months at a late
afternoon party in the Common Room.
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