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South Australian Government moves 
slash road accident compensate

On t h e  4 t h  J u n e  1 9 9 8 ,  t h e  l a s t  d a y  o f  s i t 

t in g  o f  t h e  A u t u m n  Session o f  t h e  S o u t h  

A u s t r a l i a n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  t h e  S t a t e  

G o v e r n m e n t  i n t r o d u c e d  B i l l s  t o  s l a s h  t h e  

e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  d a m a g e s  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  

a c c i d e n t  v i c t im s .

T h e re  h a d  b een  n o  p r io r  c o n su lta tio n  

w ith  p la in tiff  law y ers  a n d  o th e rs  in  th e  

c o m m u n ity  w h o  h av e  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f 

th e  p lig h t o f tra u m a  'victim s.

T he  m o s t c o n trav e rs ia l a m e n d m e n t 

so u g h t to  be e n a c te d  is a re q u ire m e n t for 

m o to r  v eh ic le  a c c id e n t v ic tim s to  suffer six  

m o n th s  su b s ta n tia l im p a irm e n t o f th e ir  

ab ility  to  lead  a n o rm a l life b e fo re  th ey  can  

reco v er d a m a g e s  for p a in  a n d  suffering .

A lre a d y  n o n -e c o n o m ic  d a m a g e s  for 

m o to r  v e h ic le  a c c id e n t v ic t im s  in  S o u th  

A u s tra lia  are  sev e rly  re s tr ic te d  by  a leg 

is la tiv e  c a p .

It is be liev ed  th a t if th is  a m e n d m e n t 
w ere  p a ss e d , it w o u ld  w ip e  o u t u p  to  9 0 %

o f d am ag e s  c la im s in  S o u th  A u stra lia  fir 
m o to r  veh ic le  a c c id en t v ic tim s.

Som e o f th e  o th e r  p ro p o se d  am enc- 

m e n ts  in c lu d e d  in  th e  Bills are -

• a s ign ifican t increase  in  a p p o rtio t-  

m e n ts  o f liab ility  ag a in s t m o to r-v e h - 

cle acc id en t v ic tim s for n o t w ea rin g a  

p ro p e rly  a d ju s te d  sea tb e lt o r  a helrret 

o r  for c o n se n tin g  to  b e in g  d riv e n  ly 

m o to ris ts  w h o  hav e  a b lo o d  alcohol 

c o n te n t o f in  excess o f .08.
• a fu r th e r  leg is la tiv e  re s tr ic tio n  cn 

th o ese  w h o  can  reco v er for n e rv o is  

sh o ck .

• a cap  o n  e c o n o m ic  loss o f $2 m illim  

(to  be  in d ex ed )

• a loss o f c o n so r tiu m  c la im s to  be  fixed 

at fo u r tim es State average ea rn in g s

• e n a b le  th e  M o to r  A c c id e tt
C o m m is s io n  to  in te r fe r  w ith  tie  

p ro p e r  tre a tm e n t o f m o to r  vehicle 

a c c id e n t v ic tim s.

P rio r to  th e  ta b lin g  o f th e  Bills the  
S o u th  A u s tra lia n  G o v e rn m e n t h a d  

in c rea sed  C o m p u lso ry  T h ird  Party  p re m i

u m s  b y  8%  w h ic h  still g ives S o u th  

A u s tra lian s  so m e o f th e  ch eap est th ird  
p a rty  p re m iu m s  in  th is  country .

T h e  G o v e rn m e n t is th re a te n in g  th a t if 

th e  p ro p o se d  leg isla tion  is resisted  a n d  is 

n o t p a ssed , th e re  w ill b e  a fu r th e r increase  

in  p re m iu m s  o f  4 .9 %  - a m ere  22  cen ts  p e r 

w eek  to  th e  average S o u th  A u stra lian  
m o to ris t.

It is s u s p e c te d  th a t  th e  S o u th  

A u stra lian  G o v e rn m e n t h as in c reased  p re 

m iu m s  a n d  so u g h t to  slash  th e  rig h ts  of 

m o to r  v eh ic le  acc id en t v ic tim s in p re p a 

ra t io n  fo r a lu c ra tiv e  sa le  o f  th e  

C o m p u lso ry  T h ird  Party  sc h e m e  to p riva te  
in su re rs .

APLA is m o u n tin g  a cam p a ig n  against 

th e  p ro p o se d  leg is la tio n  w h ic h  is reg ard ed  
as D raco n ian . ■
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Managing Editor’s note -  Bill M adden, Sydney
P l a i n t i f f  Issue 27  is  o u r  "S p o rts  In ju ries"  th e m e , fo r w h ic h  w e 

have re c e iv e d  a re c o rd  n u m b e r  o f c o n tr ib u tio n s . I h o p e  y o u  find  

th e  a r t ic le s  o f in te re s t.
T h e  n ex t e d it io n , Issu e  2 8 , w ill focus o n  in ju rie s  suffered  by  

ch ild ren !. A ny a rtic le  su b m is s io n s  o r  case n o te s  are w e lco m e . ■
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