
APLA Exchange gives APLA members a chance to share information on special issues or products 
•elevant to their litigation. Contact Joanne Choe 02 9698 1700 Fax 02 9698 1744 to submit a request.

C O X  S C O U T  1 1  R I D E  O N  M O W E R

In fo rm a tio n  is  so u g h t reg ard in g  d esig n  an d  w a rn in g  

d e fic ie n c ie s , an d  a n y  c la im s e x p e r ie n ce  in  re sp e ct o f  

th e  a b o v e  p ro d u ct fo r  the p u rp o se s  o f  a lia b ility  c la im  

fo r in ju r ie s  to  an  in fa n t ( ju s t  tu rn e d  1 8 )  a ris in g  from  

a d e m o n stra tio n  o n  1 5  A pril 1 9 8 4 . T h e  m a n u fa ctu re r  

is C o x  M o w e r an d  M a c h in e ry  C o . 6 1  Ip sw ich  R oad ,

W o o lo o n g a b b a , B risb a n e , Q u e e n sla n d . T h e  d is tr ib u to r  

is O n g m a c  T ra d in g  C o . L ism o re .

c o n t a c t  N e il Francey, Barrister, W e n tw o rth  Cham bers  
a d d r e s s  18 0  Phillips Street, Sydney, N S W  2000  
p h o n e  (02 ) 9233 5892  f a x  (02 ) 9223  42 0 4  e m a il  neilfrancey@ onaustralia.com .au
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L it i g a t i o n  a t  S u n r is e :
"Spinal Smorgasbord" 
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I t ’s law : sisters doing  
i t  fo r them selves
BERNARD LANE

THINK of it as a firm within a 
firm — a group of women 
lawyers dedicated to women 
clients.

“Women seek out women,” 
says Catherine Henry, 
explaining the rationale 
behind the new women’s legal 
department at her law firm 
Craddock Murray Neumann, 
launched yesterday to coincide 
with national law week.

Ms Henry, the partner who 
will take charge of the firm 
within the firm, says she 
believes it is a first for Sydney.

Maurice Blackburn Cash 
man in Melbourne already has 
a women’s law section — 
claimed to be Australia's first 
— and other firms in the 
highly competitive market for 
legal services may follow suit.

Audrey Jamieson, senior 
partner with Maurice Black­
burn Cashman’s women’s law 
section, says: “We’ve had
really positive responses from 
women in the community, and 
even from other women prac­
titioners.

“It’s obviously been success­
ful for us and so it should be 
for other law firms.”

Ms Henry agrees: “Apart 
from the fact that women 
have this greater degree of 
sensitivity to a woman’s per­
spective and needs, I think it 
also makes sense from a 
marketing point of view.

“It’s a good means of 
differentiating your product.”

The two known women’s law 
sections focus on areas such as 
medical negligence, family

law, the workplace, property 
and finance.

At Craddock Murray Neu­
mann, 10 women lawyers will 
staff the section while Maurice 
Blackburn Cashman’s section 
has 22 and is in the process of 
expanding to Sydney.

The idea, Ms Henry says, is 
that women clients may prefer 
to deal with women lawyers 
more likely to understand the 
sensitivities of, say, a gynae­
cology negligence case or a 
workplace sexual harassment 
complaint.

Ms Jamieson agrees: “It
empowers women because it 
gives them a choice ... it gives 
them back a bit more control 
over the issues.”

Another factor in the rise of 
private-sector legal services 
for women may be the 
strained financial circum­
stances of legal aid and com­
munity legal centres.

Ms Henry says in some cases 
her department will have 
scope for contingency fees — 
useful for plaintiffs with little 
money — and will also take on 
some “pro-bono” or no-fee 
work in the public interest.

Tomorrow night at 11.15pm 
the law week debate — “that 
women make better lawyers 
than men” — will go to air on 
ABC television.

Other highlights of law week 
include a re-enactment of Ned 
Kelly’s trial, sessions on the 
practical and legal aspects of 
dementia, and seminars on the 
contentious subject of immi 
gration law.
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L it i g a t i o n  a t  S u n r is e

"Preparing Claims under recent 
W orkcover Changes", V ictoria
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L it i g a t i o n  a t  S u n r is e

Hilton H otel, Brisbane
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S p e c ia l  S e m in a r

N SW  M otor Accident Compensation Act 1999 
Masonic C entre, Sydney
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P l a in t if f  c o p y  d e a d l i n e

Them e - the A M A  Guides
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A P L A  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e

Gold Coast Marriott

July 2000
A u s tra lia n  In s t itu t io n  o f  H e a lth ,  
L a w  a n d  E th ics
National Conference  
University of Sydney 
Info: aihle@ cryptic.rch.unimelb.edu.au

19-25 N ovem ber 2000  
In ju ry  2 0 0 0  P re v e n tio n  an d  
M a n a g e m e n t  C o n fe re n c e
National Convention C entre, Canberra  
Info: in jury2000@ im .com .au

26-28 N ovem ber 2000
R o ad  S a fe ty  R e s e a rc h , P o lic in g  an d
E d u c a tio n  C o n fe re n c e
Sheraton Hotel, Brisbane 

Info: rs2000@ im .com .au
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