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T o m  Qoudkamp
“ W e  w e n t  o v e r  t h e r e ,  t o  t h i s  c l u b *  a n d  

w e r e  a l m o s t  c o e r c e d  i n t o  a  s c u l l i n g  

c o m p e t i t i o n . T h e r e  w a s  t h i s  b o a r d  u p  

o n  t h e  w a l l . . .  n e x t  t o  s o m e b o d y ’ s  

n a m e . . .  r e a d  ‘ 3 0 0  c o c k t a i l s ,  2  s p e w s ’ . ’ ’

T o m  G o u d k a m p  is a P a r tn e r  a t S tacks th e  La w  
F irm  w ith  G o u d k a m p  M a ho ne y, Leve l 6,
I C as tle reag h  S tre e t, S ydne y  N S W  2 0 0 0  

phone (0 2 )  9 2 2 3  6 1 5 5  fax (0 2 ) 9 2 2 3  6 3 2 3  
email tg o u d k a m p @ s tlf.c o m .a u

A s a b e w ild e r e d  law  s tu d e n t  

g r a p p lin g  w ith  lir s t  y e a r  

to r ts ,  it w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  

g r e a t  c o m f o r t  to  k n o w  

th a t  th e  s o l ic i to r  a c t in g  for 

M rs  W h it t a k e r  -  o f  Rogers v Whittaker -  

h a d  o n c e  fe lt a lit t le  b e w ild e r e d  h im se lf .

“M y  g u t  r e a c t io n  w a s  th a t  s h e  

[W h it ta k e r ]  h a d  a v e ry  s tr o n g  fa ilu re  to  

w a rn  c a se . 1 r e m e m b e r  te ll in g  h e r  'I 

th in k  w e  c a n  p in  th is  d o c to r  to  th e  

w a ll’,” sa y s  T o m .

“B u t a t th a t s ta g e  I a c tu a lly  h a d  n o  

id e a  a b o u t  th e  la w  a s  it a p p lie d  in  

E n g la n d  a n d  it w a s n ’t u n t il  1 read  th e  

re le v a n t  c a se s  th a t  1 re a lise d  1 h a d  b e e n  

a b it  c a v a lie r  in  m y  a d v ic e ,” h e  sa y s .

L u c k i ly  to r  M r s  W h i t t a k e r  th e y  

“p lo u g h e d  o n  d e s p ite  th e  u n fa v o u r a b le  

law  in  E n g la n d ”.

‘P lo u g h in g  o n ’ is  s o m e t h in g  T o m  

G o u d k a m p  is  g o o d  a t. A n d  h is  c o m 

m it m e n t  to  v ic t im s  o f  p e r s o n a l  in ju r y  

h a s  d r iv e n  h im  to  s u c h  le n g th s  a s  d o n 

n in g  a H a w a iia n  s h i r t  a n d  g o in g  

‘u n d e r c o v e r ’.

“I a c te d  fo r  th is  2 1  y e a r  o ld  g u y  w h o  

fell o f f  a b a lc o n y  w h ile  s ta y in g  at th is  

u n d e r  3 5 ’s ‘c lu b ’ at K u ta  B e a c h ,” say s  

G o u d k a m p .

“S o  C o u n s e l  a n d  I d e c id e d  to  g o  to  

B ali to  g e t a fee l fo r th e  p la c e . W e h a d  

se e n  p r o m o tio n a l  m a te r ia l in d ic a t in g  th e  

w h o le  th r u s t  o f  th e  p la ce  w a s to  g et as 

d r u n k  a s  y o u  p o s s ib ly  c o u ld  a n d  w e 

w e re  c o n c e r n e d  b e c a u s e  th e  r a il in g  o n  

th e  b a lc o n y  o u r  c l ie n t  h a d  b e e n  s ta n d 

in g  o n  w a s  o n ly  u p  to  h is  sh in  - m o re  

l ik e  a t r ip p in g  d e v ic e  th a n  a ra ilin g .

“W e  w a n te d  to  se e  th a t fo r  o u r 

s e lv e s ,” h e  sa y s , “so  w e w e n t  o v e r  th e r e , 

to  th is  ‘c lu b ’ in  o u r  b e a c h  g e a r  a n d  w e re  

c o e r c e d  in to  a s c u llin g  c o m p e t i t io n ,  

w h e r e  w e  h a d  to  scu ll a w h o le  lo t  o f  

c o c k ta i ls .  T h e r e  w as th is  b o a rd  u p  o n  

th e  w all g iv in g  d e ta ils  o f  p re v io u s  d r in k 

in g  fea ts . 1 re m e m b e r  o n e  w h ic h , n e x t  

to  s o m e b o d y ’s n a m e , rea d  ‘3 0 0  c o c k 

ta ils , 2  s p e w s ’- so  y o u  c a n  se e  it w a s  a 

re a lly  c h o ic e  p la c e ,” h e  jo k e s .

S o  w h ile  w e k e p t th e  b a r  s ta ff  o c c u 

p ie d  w e  h a d  a n  e n g in e e r  g o  u p  to  th e  

b a lc o n y  a n d  d o  a s lip  te s t .”

R e p o r te d ly  th e  o n ly  c lo s e  c a ll  w as 

w h e n  th e  b a r r is te r  w h o  a c c o m p a n ie d  

T o m  a lm o s t  b le w  h is  co v e r .

“W e  w e re  in c o g n ito , s o  1 w a s o r d e r 

in g  c o c k t a i l s ,  b u t  h e  a s k e d  fo r  a n  

E n g lis h  b r e a k fa s t  te a !” sa y s  T o m .

S u c h  a n e c d o te s  m a y  s o u n d  u n u s u 

a l, b u t  th e n  T o m  h a s  a n  u n u s u a l  b a c k 

g ro u n d .

“If  m y  s c h o o l  m a r k s  h a d  b e e n  b e tte r  

1 w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a t e a c h e r ,” h e  

e x p la in s , “B u t 1 c o u ld n ’t e v e n  g e t a 

t e a c h e r ’s s c h o la r s h ip . S o  I a p p lie d  fo r 

s o m e th in g  d iffe re n t a t e v e ry  u n iv e rs ity  

a n d  A N U  w a s  th e  p la c e  I g o t a c c e p t e d .”

“In  th o s e  d a y s  a n y o n e  c o u ld  g o  to  

la w  s c h o o l .  T h e r e  w e re  n o  q u o t a s  

b e c a u s e  th e y  w e e d e d  o u t m o s t  p e o p le  

a fte r  first y e a r ,” h e  sa id .

A s it tu r n e d  o u t , T o m  e n jo y e d  

s tu d y in g  la w  a n d  w e n t  to  e x tr e m e s  to  

c o m p le te  th e  d e g re e .

“M y  fa th e r  c o u ld  o n ly  a ffo rd  to  p ay  

m y  u n i fe e s  fo r  first y ear. S o  in  m y  h o l 

id a y s I h a d  to  g o  a n d  w o r k  o n  a n  o il rig  

ju s t  o f f  th e  c o a s t  o f  T im o r  a s  a 

r o u s ta b o u t ,” sa y s  T o m , w h o  lis ts  e r e c t 

in g  s h e lv e s  a t th e  N a tio n a l L ib rary , la n d 

s c a p e  g a r d e n in g , c h ip p in g  w e e d s  a n d  

g u a r d in g  p o lit ic a l  p r is o n e r s  a m o n g  th e  

o th e r  jo b s  th a t  f in a n c e d  h is  law  d e g re e .

T od ay, w ith  h is  o w n  p ra c t ic e  a n d  

th is  a rra y  o f  o d d  jo b s  b e h in d  h im , 

A PL A s N S W  P re s id e n t  s p e n d s  h is  sp a re  

t im e  s o m e w h a t  d ifferen tly .

“I l ik e  to  p la y  g o lf  a n d  to  sp e n d  t im e  

w ith  m y  k id s ,” h e  sa y s . A lth o u g h  tra v 

e ll in g  to  e x o t ic  o r  u n u s u a l lo c a t io n s  fo r  

w o r k  is  n o t  c o n f in e d  to  th e  p ast.

“L a w y e r s  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  o f f ic e  

d w e lle r s ,” sa y s  T o m , “I t ’s b e s t  to  g e t o u t 

a n d  se e  p e o p le  a n d  th a t  o fte n  m e a n s  

tra v e llin g  far a n d  w id e .”
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