
EVENTS

WA State C onference
6 -7 May 2005

By Greg  Bu r ge s s

T
h i s  y e a r  w e  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  

S w a n  V a lle y  a t  t h e  V in e s ,  

w h i c h  is  a  f a v o u r i t e  v e n u e  

o f  m a n y  m e m b e r s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P r e s id e n t !  

T h e  s p e a k e r s  s h o w e d  s o m e  p a s s i o n  

t h i s  y e a r ,  h i g h l i g h t e d  b y  a  v e r y  

e n l i g h t e n i n g  ( a n d  n o n e  t o o  f l a t t e r i n g  

fo r  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n )  l u n c h t i m e  

s p e e c h  b y  J o h n  F l i n t ,  i n v e s t i g a t iv e  

j o u r n a l i s t  a t  t h e  Sunday Times. H e  

s p o k e  p a s s io n a te ly ,  a n d  a t  t im e s  

e m o t io n a l ly ,  a b o u t  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  

a c c i d e n t  v i c t i m s  w h o  t h e n  

s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e c o m e  v i c t i m s  t im e  a n d  

t im e  a g a i n  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  s y s te m  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  

h a n d s  o f  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  w h o  a r e  

c le a r l y  j u s t  d e l i v e r i n g  to  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  a n d  p a y  fo r  

w i t h  l i t t le  o r  n o  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e i r  

‘p a t i e n t s ’. T h e s e  w e r e  n o  e m p ty ,  

b a s e le s s  c la im s ,  a s  J o h n  h a s  a  v e r y  

g o o d  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  i n v e s t i g a t iv e  

j o u r n a l i s m  in  t h e  U K  a n d  A s ia  b e f o r e  

c o m i n g  to  A u s t r a l ia .

P r o f e s s o r  R o b  G u t h r i e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  

u s  b y  t e l l i n g  u s  t h a t  t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d  

w o r k e r s ’ c o m p e n s a t i o n  s y s t e m  is  n o t  a s  

g o o d  a s  s o m e  p e o p le  a d v o c a t e ,  a n d  in  

m a n y  r e s p e c t s  d e l i v e r s  a  lo t  le s s  to

i n j u r e d  w o r k e r s  t h a n  th e  W A  s y s te m .  

H o w e v e r ,  m a n y  d e l e g a t e s  w e r e  n o t  

e n t i r e l y  c o n v i n c e d  b y  h i s  s t u d y  a n d  

w a n t  it  e x a m i n e d  b y  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  

e x p e r t  i n  Q u e e n s l a n d .

P r o f e s s o r  A n d r e w  H a r p e r  e x p la i n e d  

h o w  u n j u s t  a n d  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t h e  A M A  

Guides a r e  to  t h e  w o r k e r s ’ c o m p e n s a t i o n  

s y s te m ,  b u t  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  h e ,  l ik e  a ll o f  

h i s  m e d ic a l  c o l l e a g u e s ,  w o u l d  s im p ly  

h a v e  to  ‘to e  t h e  l i n e ’. J o h n  F io c c o  m a d e  

s o m e  r o u s i n g  c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  th e  

A l l ia n c e ’s  l o b b y in g  e f fo r t s  i n  t h e  p a s t  

y e a r  a n d  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  d i a b o l i c a l  to r t  

r e f o r m s  c o n t a i n e d  in  t h e  n e w  Workers 
Compensation &  Injury Management Act 
a n d  th e  Civil Liability Act.

O n  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g ,  T o m  O f f e r  

g a v e  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  e x p o s e  o n  th e  

c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  n e w  w o r k e r s ’ 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n .  G e o f f r e y  

H a n e y  a g a i n  h e l p e d  u s  t h r o u g h  th e  

m a z e  o f  p r e d i c t e d  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  

l i m i t a t i o n s  l a w s ,  a n d  M a r ia  S a r a c e n i  

e n l i g h t e n e d  u s  o n  t h e  f a r - r e a c h i n g  

s c o p e  o f  t h e  Occupational Health and 
Safety Act.

T h e  n e w  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e ,  P h i l l i p  

M c C a n n ,  g a v e  a  s t i r r i n g  s p e e c h  a b o u t  

t h e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  in  t h e  la s t  

2 0  y e a r s ,  a n d  th e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  l a w y e r s

to d a y . M a t th e w  G l o s s o p  d i d  h i s  b e s t  to  

s e n d  u p  e v e r y o n e  in  t h e  r o o m  ( e x c e p t  

t h a n k f u l l y  t h e  j u d g e  a n d  h i s  w if e ! )  in  

h i s  r o le  a s  M C  a t  t h e  d i n n e r .  H e  w a s  

p a r t i c u l a r ly  p u n i s h i n g  o n  t h e  c u r r e n t  

P r e s i d e n t ,  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  a u g u r  w e l l  

fo r  h i s  p r o s p e c t s  a s  M C  n e x t  y e a r !

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  a  r e s o u n d i n g  

s u c c e s s  f in a n c ia l ly ,  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  6 0  

d e l e g a t e s ,  w h i c h  w a s  v e r y  p l e a s i n g  fo r  

t h e  o r g a n i s e r s .  T h a n k s  t o  E v a ,  K im  a n d  

J a k e  f o r  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  E v a  

fo r  g i v in g  t h e  k e y n o t e  a d d r e s s .

1 w o u l d  a ls o  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l ik e  to  

t h a n k  B r e n d o n  L y le  f r o m  I m p a c t  

F u n d i n g  a n d  J a n  B i s h o p  o f  B e n n u  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  fo r  t h e i r  g e n e r o u s  

s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  t h i s  y e a r ’s  c o n f e r e n c e .

F in a lly ,  I ’d  l ik e  t o  t h a n k  o u r  

E d u c a t i o n  S u b - C o m m i t t e e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  

o f  R e b e c c a  S o r g i o v a n n i ,  S u k h w a n t  

S i n g h ,  G r e g  N a i r n  a n d  y o u r s  t ru ly .

I b e l i e v e  i t  w a s  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  

c o n f e r e n c e  w e ’v e  h a d ;  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  b e s t  

in  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  y e a r s .  ■

G r e g  B u r g e s s  is president of the Western 
Australian branch of the Australian Lawyers 
Alliance. P H O N E  (08) 9221 4183. E M A IL  

greg. burgess@hamworth.com .au

Alliance CEO Eva Scheerlinck with guest presenter, 
John Flint of the Sunday Times.

Conference committee chairman Sukhwant Singh with 
conference sponsor Kath Collins of Bennu International.
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