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Peter Semmler QC presenting Richard Royle, NSW Branch President (L) and Simon Morrison, National President (R),
the annual case review with the Hon Justice David Ipp, Supreme Court of NSW.
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T he recen t N S W  state con ference was a great
success. H e ld  in  the  re la x in g  s u rro u n d in g s  o f  
the  H u n te r  Valley, ove r tw o  days (3 0 -3 1  M a rch  
2 0 0 7 ), the  con fe rence  was ra ted  b y  som e o f  the 
delegates as the  best ever.

O ne  o f  the  h ig h lig h ts  o f  the  con ference was the  ke yn o te  
address b y  Justice  Ip p  o f  the  N S W  C o u rt o f  A p p e a l, o n  
T h e  M e ta m o rp h o s is  o f  S lip  an d  F a ll’ . H o w eve r, he depa rted  

fro m  th is  to p ic  to  speak m ore  w id e ly  o n  to r t  la w  re fo rm , 
te ll in g  the  g a th e rin g  th a t, a lth o u g h  he s too d  b y  h is  o r ig in a l 

reco m m e n d a tio n s , he fe lt th a t those w h o  ha d  acted o n  h is  
re co m m e n d a tio n s  ha d  gone to o  far.

N a tio n a l P res iden t, S im o n  M o rr is o n , u rg e d  the  need 
to  c o n tin u e  e ffo rts  a ro u n d  the  c o u n try  to  address the  
un ba lan ced  and  u n ju s t state o f  pe rsona l in ju r ie s  law. N S W  

P resident, R icha rd  R oyle, de scribed  the  A llia n c e ’s sub s tan tia l 
e ffo rts  in  N S W  in  re la tio n  to  to r t  la w  re fo rm  in  the  year 
le a d in g  u p  to  the  state e lec tio n . These a c tiv itie s  in c lu d e d  
lo b b y in g , w r i t in g  subm iss ions , p re p a rin g  case stud ies, and  
p a r tic ip a t in g  in  the  Fair Go for Injured People C am pa ign .

Delegates enjoying the conference dinner at Linkmans Winery



The conference program was strong and featured a wide range 
of personal injury-related topics and high-calibre speakers. 
Areas covered included workers’ compensation, motor accidents, 
lifetime care, civil liability, appointment of trustees, medical 
negligence, MAS assessments and the UCPR. The speakers 
included highly experienced practitioners, both solicitors 
and barristers. Highlights included a highly informative and 
amusing presentation on ‘Objections to evidence’ by Bernard 
Gross QC, and a now classic and eagerly anticipated conference 
topic, ‘Annual Case Review’, presented by Peter Semmler QC. 
David Hirsch, head of the Alliance’s medical law special interest 
group, presented a well-received paper on cerebral palsy.

The conference also provided an excellent opportunity 
for sponsors to meet, and talk to, delegates. We thank our 
major partners, Perpetual and Furzer Crestani Services and 
our event partners, Ability One, Evidex, Impact Capital, ipac 
and LawMaster. Many of the sponsors have a long history of 
involvement with the Alliance and their sponsorship is an 
integral part of the success of our conferences. The spacious 
open exhibition area was a very good space for delegates 
to meet sponsors. The ipac coffee bar and barista were a 
welcome sight, especially on Saturday morning, following the 
conference dinner the night before!

Social highlights included the conference dinner at 
Lindemans Winery, as well as a winery tour on Saturday 
afternoon accompanied, needless to say, by some fine wine! ■

Delegates enjoying lunch at Hunter Valley Gardens
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