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Of one Royal Commission, Sir Garfield Barwick remarked that any 
resemblance to a court of law stopped at the furniture. Time Magazine 
writing of the report of another Commission said that, as every politician 
knows, there is only one thing to do with an issue that generates enormous 
controversy, deeply divides the public and cries out for decisive leadership 
-create a study commission, preferably one that takes several years to d o  
its job. Despite these and other doubts that have been expressed about the 
propriety and effectiveness of Royal Commissions, their appointment is 
common and they retain, in the minds of the public, an image as the 
ultimate finders of the real truth about controversial matters. Dr. Hallett's 
study is centred on experience in Victoria, though reference is not limited to 
Royal Commissions and Boards of Inquiry conducted in that State. As the 
author points out, the practices and principles discussed are, in most in- 
stances, relevant to similar inquiries in other common law jurisdictions. Dr. 
Hallett gives the reader a comprehensive insight into how Commissions, 
and in Victoria, Boards of Inquiry, are conducted and provides an excellent 
guide as to the practice and procedure adopted for anyone called either as 
party, witness or  advocate before such a Commission. There is, of course, 
not only in Victoria, but generally, room for the legislature to update and 
draw more definite guidelines. Dr. Hallett makes various well-reasoned 
proposals for reform. 

This book reflects a high standard of research and scholarship. Not 
only is it an interesting book, it is a very readable book. In an area where 
authoritative material is not easy to find, reference is made to occasions 
where the various problems likely to be encountered during an inquiry have 
been considered previously. The solutions are discussed and the author 
draws his own conclusions. The scope of the discussion extends over a wide 
field. Chapters deal with Crown privilege and duties of secrecy and the 
privilege against self-incrimination. There is an excellent section on the ap-  
plicability of the rules of natural justice. Also to be found is a chapter on ad- 
ministration and finance which deals, amongst other things, with the 
method by which the secretary is appointed. Such detail, as well as being 
useful, is not without its humour. The author refers to the practice of 
reading the terms of the Commission at the commencement of its public sit- 
tings. He comments that the importance of the appointment and public an - 
nouncement that an inquiry will be held can be gauged from the circum- 
stances of the reading of the Commission of John Thomas Bigge, probably 
the first Royal Commissioner in Australia. "The Secretary to the colonial 
governor issued a public notice stating when the commission would be read 
and requesting the attendance of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, 
the Honourable the Judges, the Clergy, the Magistrates, and all other 
Officers, Civil and Military, throughout the Colony". 

The question of whether judges should accept appointment as Royal 
Commissioners is examined and debated, the author's view being that the 
attitude of Victorian Supreme Court Justices not to accept such ap- 






