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and diverse identities of those involved in 

 

I. INTRODUCTION - A WAR 
BETWEEN DEFINITIONS

making truly autonomous choices.

the only factor impeding the autonomous 
right of persons.4

5 

customs which impinge on the choice and 
consent of its democrats.

II. SEX WORK VERSUS ‘NORMAL 
WORK’: IS THERE A DIFFERENCE?

protracted history of feminist literature 

opinionated on the dynamics of consent and 
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work different? 

6

7

the right of women to do the work they say 
they want to do, at the cost of reinforcing 

8 

9

there is general acknowledgement, not only 

an income should not trump the safety of 

 

 

for many it is a last resort where women are 

coercion which is the point of disagreement 

autonomy of customers.

 

This dichotomy in opinion 

affects our interpretation 

of sex work. Are sex 

workers exercising sexual 

freedom and pleasure as 

free agents, or conversely, 

are sex workers exclusive 

victims of their customers?
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III. TO REFORM, OR NOT TO REFORM? 
THAT IS THE QUESTION

and legal theorists.

industry further underground.

 

term reform proposals to create some 
 

 

An increasing number of writers are 

understandably requesting greater focus 

on those who purchase sex work, rather 

than concentrating on the female workers 

themselves. This is an attempt to attack 

the “root of the problem”.



IV. THE ‘SWEDISH MODEL’: 
AN AVENUE FOR JUSTICE?

against women.

imprisonment.

 

 Yet, their success 

If sex workers can organise, form support 

groups and run self-help networks, they will 

be enabled to exert some control over the 

coercive elements of the practice. By listening 

to sex workers themselves, it is clear that 

many are weary of being subjected to other 

people’s views of appropriate sexuality.
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permanent funding of health and support 

V.  CONCLUSION – 
DECRIMINALISATION: THE ONLY 
REASONABLE ALTERNATIVE?

right to autonomy.
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