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The Criminal Trial: 
Where Law Meets Justice?
Marco Olea*

“Qui si convien lasciare ogni sospetto, ogni  vilta convien che qui sia morta”

[Here must all distrust be left, all cowardice must here be dead].
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II. LEGES HUMANAE NASCUNTAR, 
VIVUNT, ET MORIUNTUR

[Laws of man are born, live, and die]

initial differences in ecclesiastical and secular trials 
3 there was a distinctly new 

4 

th 

5 a statutory delineation of counsel roles and 
6 

7 

roots of our current method.

I. TEMPORA MUNTANTUR, 
NOS ET MUTAMUR IN ILLIS

[The times are changed, and we too are changed in them]

th

testimony.1

2 It was only with the ushering 

criminal law could truly gestate.
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rationality further transformed the logic through 

8 

III. VERITAS NUMQUAM PERIT

[Truth never perishes]

9 

10

11

trial.12

13 

14

legal 
15

16

17 the modern criminal trial has 

reference to culturally determined understandings.18 



72

IV. DEUS EX MACHINA

[God from the machine]

the role of a model litigant.19

20

21

22

this itself not a tacit assertion that the legal outcome 

23

24

25

26

27

“ 
...a balancing act is inherent in any analysis 

of a ‘just’ outcome, a process that involves 

the weighing of fair procedure with the social 

recognition of criminality

”
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V. ACTA EST FABULA, PLAUDIT!

[The play is over, applaud!]

28 On the 

our modern trial29

30 

true to their oaths and will follow the directions of the 
31

32

33

VI. CESSANTE RATIONE LEGIS, 
CESSAT IPSA LEX

[When the reason for the law ceases, the law itself ceases]

human
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