
HUMAN RIGHTS, 
PEACE AND  
NORTH KOREA



 This article is the amended and 
updated transcript of a speech 
delivered at the Jeju Forum, Jeju, 

Republic of Korea, 1 June 2017.

 N.B. All footnotes hereafter have 
been inserted by the Court of 
Conscience Editorial Team as 
suggestions for further research.

1 Crimes against humanity include 
murder, enslavement, torture and 
‘other inhumane acts of a similar 
character intentionally causing 
great suffering, or serious injury 
to body or to mental or physical 
health’ ‘when committed as part 
of a widespread or systemic 
attack directed against any civilian 
population, with knowledge of 
the attack.’: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court, 
opened for signature 17 July 1998, 
2187 UNTS 90 (entered into force 1 
July 2002) art 7(1).

2 Human Rights Council, Report 
of the Detailed Findings of the 
Commission of Inquiry on Human 
Rights in the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, UN Doc A/
HRC/25/CRP.1 (7 February 

2014) <https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/
G14/108/71/PDF/G1410871.
pdf?OpenElement>; See generally, 
Michael Kirby, ‘UN Commission of 
Inquiry on Human Rights Violations 
in the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea: Ten Lessons’ 
(2014) 15(2) Melbourne Journal of 
International Law 290.

 The Hon Michael Kirby was Chair 
of the Human Rights Council’s 
Commission of Inquiry on Human 
Rights in the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (‘DPRK’)  
(‘North Korea’) (2013–14).  
Former Justice of the High Court  
of Australia (1996–2009).
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3  Sonja Biserko and Sara Hossain, 
Report of the Group of Independent 
Experts on Accountability, 34th 
sess, Agenda Item 4, UN Doc A/

HRC/34/66/Add.1 (24 February 
2017).
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4  See, eg, Choe Sang-Hun, ‘South 
Korea’s New President, Moon 
Jae-in, Promises New Approach 
to North’, The New York Times 
(online), 10 May 2017 <https://
www.nytimes.com/2017/05/10/
world/asia/moon-jae-in-president-
south-korea.html?mcubz=0>; Matt 

South Korean President Tries to 
Ease Nation’s War Tensions’, Los 
Angeles Times (online), 17 August 
2017 <http://www.latimes.com/
world/asia/la-fg-south-korea-moon-
speech-20170817-story.html>.

5 See, eg, Amnesty International, 
‘Connection Denied: Restrictions 
on Mobile Phones and Outside 
Information in North Korea’ 
(Research Report No ASA 
24/3373/2016, 9 March 2016) 

ASA2433732016ENGLISH.PDF>.

6 Human Rights Watch, World Report 
2017: North Korea – Country 
Summary (January 2017) <https://

northkorea_2.pdf>.



Charter of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights8

7  Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, ‘Statement 
by UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights’ (Speech delivered 
at the Opening Ceremony of the 
34th Session of the Human Rights 
Council, Geneva, 27 February 
2017) <http://www.ohchr.org/EN/
NewsEvents/Pages/ DisplayNews.
aspx? NewsID=21229&LangID=E>.

8  Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, GA Res 217A (III), UN 
GAOR, 3rd sess, 183rd plen mtg, 
UN Doc A/810 (10 December 1948).

9 See also, Special Rapporteur on 
the Situation on Human Rights 
in the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Situation of 
Human Rights in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, 71st 
sess, Agenda Item 68(c), UN Doc 
A/71/402 (26 September 2016).
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