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WEST - an
index to The
National Times

SINCE JANUARY 1980 the Western Austra-
ian Institute of Technology Library has
»een indexing the National Times and pro-
7iding an AUSINET database (WEST) for
-etrieval of references from this newspaper.

A recent review of AUSINET databases
>y ACl Computer Services resulted in
WEST being subject to private file charges
>f some $4,000 per annum for computer stor-
ige and updates, in addition to the $8,000
ser annum already committed by WAIT for
ndexing and data entry.

Although WAIT Library has agreed to
‘und the database for this year it will be nec-
assary to obtain sufficient use of the data-
sase to recover at least the additional private
‘ile charges from the royalty of $30 per hour
which now applies to use of WEST. The to-
:al cost of using the database is $60 per hour
1s ACI levies a fee of $30 per hour for
mounting the database.

If the indexing project is to remain viable,
support in the form of using WEST will be
equired from a number of organisations.

Book Fair

I'HE FELLOWSHIP of Australian Writers
ind Legacy are jointly sponsoring a Book
<alr again this year.

It will be from Monday 25 October to
I'hursday 28 October and will coincide with
he Women and Arts Festival and New South
Wales Children’s Week.

The Fair opens at 6pm on Monday, and on
luesday and Wednesday there will be writ-
rs’ workshops. At the Legacy Gallery, 169
<lizabeth Street, Sydney, there will be a pro-
motion to encourage sales of books by Aus-
ralian authors; the gallery will be open
rom 10am-4.30pm and there will be a chil-
Iren’s day on Thursday.

For more information, contact Gwen King
02) 498 2974.

Indexing book reviews

Book reviews have always made up 10 per-
cent (200 items per year) of the input from
the National Times and these reviews have
been found to be a particularly useful fea-
ture of the database.

With the demise of “The Index to Austra-
lian Book Reviews’ it seems appropriate to
cover the gap in indexing Australian book
reviews by including this material in WEST.
Many organisations however will require ac-
cess to book reviews independent of using a
database. For this reason it is intended to
produce a microfiche edition of the book re-
views from WEST which will include re-
views from both the National Times and a
number of Australian journals.

Sales of the microfiche reviews index will
assist in defraying the cost of indexing and
the microfiche will be produced quarterly
with full cumulations each issue. The low
cost of the microfiche (<$50 per year)
should allow wide distribution of the
product.

It is expected that book reviews from jour-
nal sources will be added to WEST within a
few months with the microfiche edition
being available early in 1983. The WEST da-
tabase will eventually become an index to
Australian book reviews (January 1982 +) as
well as an index to the National Times (Janu-
ary 1980+). A list of journals to be indexed
for reviews will be available shortly and may
be obtained from Bryan Kelman, WAIT
Library.

In this issue

The art of communication, both in
getting the message across and in
learning to really listen are vital in
achieving satisfactory personal rela-
tionships, a successful working envi-
ronment - in fact in all aspects of life.
With this issue of InCite there is a
brochure about Better Communica-
tion, by Hugh Mackay and Caroline
Jones. Perhaps you heard their
highly successful series of radio dis-
cussions on the subject last year.
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PTY LTD

PROCESSED PAPERBACKS

for speed and economy

Phone: Sydney (02) 913 2855, Melbourne
(03) 211 6444; Brisbane (07) 229 1032.

Small miscellaneous advertisements are accepted
at the rate of $8 per line, $24 minimum.

ACHLIS - The Australian Clearing House for
Library and Information Science (in association
with LISA) needs your publications from 1981
onwards.

Send two copies (with invoice if necessary) to
ACHLIS Co-ordinator. FIT Library, PO Box 64,
Footscray Vie 3011

To Librarians: We have donated to our depart-
ment an almost complete backrun of the Austra-
lian Library Journal. To complete this backfile
we require no 17, 1978; no 1. 1969 and no 4,
1967.
If any members have the above issues and
would donate them or sell them to us we would
be most grateful.
Contact:

Library Studies Dept.

Footscray College of TAFE
(03) 689 5555 ext 231.

Br

SEMINAR: Australian Clearing Houses and
Data Bases: Towards a National Policy

Friday 19 November 1982

This seminar will provide an Australian and inter-
national perspective of the unco-ordinated coverage
of Australian publications and documentation by
clearing houses and data bases. It will be of interest

to data base users and producers.

For enrolment form please write to:
Library Secretary .
Footscray Institute of Technology Library
PO Box 64
FOOTSCRAY VICTORIA 3011

Telephone: (03) 6884267 Telex: FITLEX 36596
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ESTABLISHED 188S5.

NOW IN PERTH

')' SUBSCRIPTION AGENTS, BOOKSELLERS & PUBLISHER’S REPRESENTATIVES

To bring our service that much closer to our many Client’s in West Australia and to enable other Libraries
to experience the benefits of dealing with our Company, a Branch Office has been established at

Phone: (09) 3221628

19 OUTRAM STREET
WEST PERTH W.A. 6005

Telex: 95944

Our computer system enables us to promptly attend to the requirements of any Library seeking Trade,
Technical, Educational, Medical, Scientific, Professional or General Interest Serials and Monographs.

For an obligation Free Quotation, send us a list or phone if you wish our Representative to call.

FULFILLING LIBRARIES’ NEEDS SINCE 1885 NOW SERVICING MORE SUBSCRIPTIONS AND
TITLES THAN ANY OTHER AGENT IN AUSTRALIA.
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