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The race
has ended
for Maria

VIARIA GEMENIS has run her race. She
lied in Prince Henry Hospital on Tuesday,
lst February 1983 after suffering a stroke
»n Christmas Day from which she never re-
sained consciousness.

It was a quiet and premature end to a vi-
yrant personality and a practical and ener-
zetic librarian.

Maria was born on 23rd November 1944.
she entered librarianship via the Common-
wvealth Public Service as a librarian in train-
ng and graduated from the University of
NSW with a Diploma of Librarianship in
1967. In September of that year she became
Librarian of the Department of Works
Library (now the Dept. of Transport and
Construction). She later became Data Ser-
vices Manager and lastly Information Ser-
vices Manager in charge of the Library,
Trade Information and Plan Records
Sections.

Maria joined the Library Association of
Australia in 1967. As an enthusiast for
special libraries she made a distinctive con-
tribution to the Specials section. She joined
the Committee in 1975, serving as Chairman
from 1976-mid 1979 when she and her hus-
band, John Cruikshank, moved to London.
She rejoined the Committee on her return to
Sydney in January 1980 and continued to
work tirelessly for Specials. Most recently,
she will be remembered for the series of
lunchtime visits which she organised in li-
braries throughout the city and particularly
for her ‘Address to a brick wall’ (which she
wrote in 1977 to encourage member partici-
pation), and for the innovative seminars she
began. She was greatly concerned about
small special libraries and the isolation of
their librarians and it was always her aim to
decrease that isolation.

The committee found her a creative
leader and a supportive member with a con-
cern for seeing that no one carried too great
a load and that she did more than her fair
share. She had a great concern for people
and at general meetings she actively sought
the lonely or the new and encouraged them
in their involvement. She was a thinking
person who articulated what she thought
without ever giving offence.

Maria did not restrict her activities to the
Special Libraries section — she was too en-
ergetic, capable and creative for that and
championed Specials in the much wider con-
text of NSW Branch Council, AACOBS, AC-
CESS and TAFE. She served as Treasurer
of Branch Council from 1977-1978 and did
much to help Branch Council recognise that
special librarians did have special needs
which until then, in the wider LAA context,
had largely gone unheeded.

As a long standing member of ACCESS,
Maria became concerned about librarians in
isolation, and she realised that the Special
Libraries Section was not, at that time,
catering to their needs. This is how her
involvement with the Section began.

In AACOBS Maria is remembered for her
pragmatic approach to problems and her
concern for users of library services, while
her concern for the quality of the profession
led to her participation on the Library Prac-
tice Certificate Advisory Committee.

Maria loved life and although she devoted
so much of her time to libraries she still had

time for many other activities. She was an
active participant in marathon running and
in 1982 won the Sydney to Blacktown mara-
thon. She and her husband John loved
skiing and skied not only in Australia but
also in the U.S.

Maria will be remembered by all who
knew her as a warm, lovable person, always
delightful to talk to, always helping people,
always looking attractive, elegant and beau-
tifully dressed. A person whose lovely laugh
and slight irreverence will be sorely missed.

You could see her at lunchtime, a lithe, at-
tractive tan and white streak of vitality,
bounding up Bent Street on her way to Rose
Bay and back! It was a social jog with a
smile here, a wave there and the camarad-
erie of the road. Maria enthused about the
enjoyment and fellowship of life.

No one can say everything about Maria,
but we will all have our own special
memories.

Past and present members of the NSW
Special Libraries Committee.

(Reprinted with permission from ASLN v16 nol
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Stocks now available!
Wilma Radford's

e to-Australian Reference Books
— Humanities

ISBN 0 86804 007 X
Library Association of Australia, Sydney, 1983

Recommended retail price: $18
LAA members’ special price: $12

Using the Dewey Decimal Classification System
as a framework, Wilma Radford has produced a
book that will be an invaluable tool to librarians,
students, researchers, writers — in fact anyone
who wants to find out what Australian books are
available on . . . architecture . . . chess. . . judaism
... pottery .. .theatre and dance . . . photography
... philately .. . etc etc. ..

Available now, through the LAA, 376 Jones Street,
Ultimo NSW 2007, and also through Bennetts
and Mannings.
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James Bennett Pty Ltd
Head Office: 4 Collaroy St. Collaroy.
N.SW. 2097
Phone (02) 98 9648 982 2122
Telex Benbook AA 20482

New Library Science Publications
available from the
James Bennett Group

AA.C.R.2 Decisions and Rule Interpretations. 2nd ed.
Canadian Library Assoc. 1982.

Compiled by C. Cook and G. Stevens, this is a consolidation of
the decisions and rule interpretations for the Ango-American
Cataloguing Rules. It is a joint venture of the Library of Con-
gress, the National Library of Canada, the British Library and the
National Library of Australia. It is designed to be inter-filed with
AA.CR.2 and is therefore in a loose leaf format. $C50.00

L.C. Rule Interpretations. Scarecrow Press. US. 1982.

A companion volume for AA.CR.2 compiled by Sally Tseng and
available as a standing order item. Designed for a loose leaf
binder, tabbed inserts are provided to ensure flexibility in contin-
uous updating. $US16.50

The Library Manager’s Guide to Automation. 2nd ed. by
Richard Boss. Kknowledge Industry Publication, US. 1983. ISBN O
86729 052 8 (c) $US36.50; ISBN 0 86729 051 X (p) $US27.50
Completely revised and updated, this reference tool describes
specific applications of automation such as acquisitions, cata-
loguing, online information retrieval services and serials control.
Detailed guidelines for effective planning and implementation of
the automation process are also offered.

Victorian Office: 233 Johnston Street,
Abbotsford, Victoria 3067. Phone (03) 417 4339,
41 5454 Telex Ben AA36501




