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An online network for Tasmanian colleges
SINCE 1981, the Division of Further Educa
tion in conjunction with the Elizabeth Com
puter Centre and Library Services Branch 
has been planning a statewide bibliographic 
service for the Education Department of Tas
mania colleges and schools.

The initiative was prompted by two col
leges of further education in Burnie, North 
West Tasmania. The librarians formally re
quested assistance to produce a master 
microfiche catalogue. Copies of the fiche 
were to be located in the several decentral
ised library locations on the college 
campuses.

Initial investigations revealed that the only 
economic means of producing a microfiche 
catalogue was to use records entered onto a 
computer. The college libraries were already 
linked to the TASNET system (The Tasman
ian Education Department’s statewide net
work) thus facilitating access to common 
computer storage. Early investigations also 
showed that it was not cost effective to origi
nally enter the records if they could be pur
chased using the Australian MARC Record 
Service. The decision to purchase the

MARC records determined a number of other 
long-term data base design factors. In partic
ular it raised the possibility of providing col
leges with on-line catalogues as the data 
would already be available in machine read
able form.

The project commenced with funds being 
provided by Commonwealth Particular Pur
pose Grants (TAFEC). The initial task was 
to enter in bulk all the ISBNs, BNB or LC 
card numbers for each of the resources 
owned by the colleges. The AMRS Request 
tapes were regularly forwarded by the Eliza
beth Computer Centre (the Education De
partment’s computer centre) to Canberra for 
processing. The successful records were re
turned, stripped and reformatted before 
being mounted into the data base. The indi
vidual college librarians access the MARC 
records by logging into the data base and are 
currently editing each record. This task in
volves adding institution specific data, such 
as a Dewey number or shelf number, ad
ditional subject headings (additional to those 
already allocated), audience level (e.g. ap
prentice, technician etc.), additional notes to
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the 500 fields and a range of information to 
the 995 Tag.

If a record is unobtainable from the AMRS 
Service the college librarians are required to 
catalogue the record on-line. In creating a 
new MARC record cataloguers are prompted 
through the entry of each field. It should be 
noted that cataloguers are automatically pre
vented from cataloguing a record which al
ready exists. Also a locally produced record 
will be automatically ’dumped’ if an AMRS 
record is acquired later.

The system has now been operating suc
cessfully for three months. Full documenta
tion of the programs exists and Procedure 
Manuals are stored on the word processor. 
The system has been written in BASIC 
PLUS II and is presently mounted on a VAX 
11/780. The final design stage requires pro
gramming to enable students to access the 
resources by using the terminals located in 
their college libraries.

The full potential of the programs has not 
yet been realised. There are definite plans to 
integrate the college MARC data base with 
an existing data base called TASCIS. TAS- 
CIS obtains MARC data from SAERIS and 
currently produces catalogue cards for pri
mary and secondary schools. The new inte
grated data base will be entitled TBIS — the 
Tasmanian Bibliographic Information Ser
vice. This means that by utilising the Edu
cation Department’s computer network a 
single bibliographic record will be available 
for potential use by the 250 terminal users in 
the State’s schools and colleges. Daily plan
ning and input from the operators of TASCIS 
ensure that the programs developed match 
this ultimate requirement. The TBIS system 
will also incorporate the existing on-line cir
culation package (CIRSYS) operating in two 
colleges and four schools. Colleges and 
schools in the future may request the instal
lation of an on-line catalogue with or without 
the circulation module.

TBIS has been designed to meet the spe
cific requirements of educational institu
tions. Criteria such as user friendliness, ease 
of operation by students, and specific report
ing functions to meet the educational needs 
of teachers were of paramount importance. 
So too was the design of a system that would 
operate effectively across a network. The 
early part of 1984 should see the first on-line 
catalogue operating at the Bernie Technical 
College with the accompanying microfiche 
and hard copy products.

Judith Timbs 
Resources Officer 
Division of TAFE

LIBRARY AND INFORMATION WORK
(2 vols)

Compiled by Vanessa Bourne, Michael Hill and 
Barrie Mitcheson.
The findings of this LAA-commissioned study 
of the manpower situation in librarianship in 
Australia today are of vital importance.

ISBN 0 86804 003 7 
0 86804 004 5

Available from the LAA, Mannings and 
Bennetts.
Price: $30, $20 LAA members.
Postage $3.00.

Publications brochure
The LAA Publications brochure is 
at present being revised and on 
completion will be distributed to 
all members.


