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Australian Libraries Summit — The Rural View

The mission statement for the Library Summit
is to ‘determine and reach agreement on the
most effective structure and process for
delivering library and information services
throughout the nation’. If the rural point of
view fails to be represented, the Summit will
not achieve its mission. It will not produce a
national plan and an important sector of the
Australian economy and a fraction of its
population will remain without adequate
library information services.

Libraries have always been creatures of
capital cities. With its population concen-
trated in six capital cities and more than 80
percent of its population urban, it is not sur-
prising that library provision in Australia in
reality consists of clusters of libraries in each
state and in the ACT. Australian country
towns have not developed the community
infrastructure of their North American coun-
terparts. They have not developed strong
local government in the North American
sense. They have not seen the development of
educational and cultural facilities as being
their responsibility. Where they have seen
requirements for schools, technical colleges
and teachers’ colleges they have secured
these by political pressure on the states rather
than the locally based development.

Library provision in rural Australia, apart
from a brief period when the Schools of Arts
flourished, has always been weak. From
Munn-Pitt to the present almost all visiting
commentators have noted the weakness of
library services outside of capital cities. The
closest the Steering Committee papers come
to dealing with rural Australia is a paper enti-
tled ‘Users with special needs — remote

users’. Australian country towns and cities
are not large but they are economically impor-
tant. They do have significant library and
information needs, some of which are differ-
ent in kind to those of the capitals. A national
plan which ignores them is not a national plan
at all.

There is a need for five discussion papers of
a rural nature to be inserted into the Steering
Committee’s commendable list. The papers
could cover the following:
® The requirement to reach realistic conclu-

sions on the financing of libraries in rural

Australia.
® The need for collections in rural Australia to

be tailored for the community.

® The need for realistic approaches to the
staffing of rural libraries.

e The need for rural Australians and their
industries to have usable intimate access to
national and international networks.

® The need for user education which spans all
sections of the rural commaunity.

Public libraries, based on weak local
governments answerable to communities
which have never had the value of libraries
demonstrated to them, are never likely to
meet the needs of their users. School libraries
operating in isolation, remote from their
source of supply and bereft of adequate
professional guidance, are unlikely to meet
the needs of their schools. Collections capable
of supporting rural industries are not to be
found co-located with their clients.

Importing patterns of library provision
based on North American and European
precedents is unlikely to work for the simple
reason that rural Australia is unlike North

America and Europe. There must be an inves-
tigation into how meaningful collections can
be developed and exploited to meet the needs
of rural Australia. Persisting with weak
school and public library networks is unlikely
to produce the answer. Attempting to solve
the problem by the provision of more sophisti-
cated delivery systems which can only deliver
material not selected for the purpose is not
likely to succeed. One has only to visit school
and public libraries in rural Australia to see
there is a requirement for a totally new
approach to their provision.

Over the last two decades there has been
some improvement in the staffing situation in
rural libraries. However with the exception of
those educated at Riverina-Murray Institute
of Higher Education, professional librarians
are not being trained to serve rural communi-
ties. Could this be due to the reluctance of
most librarians to serve in non-capital-city
appointments?

The exploitation of the new electronic
library environment depends as much on the
supply of well-trained technicians as it does
on professional librarians. Technicians are
paid less than librarians; there is no incentive
for technicians who come from the less
mobile traditional clerical groups to move to
the country. There is no satisfactory way of
producing library technicians for rural Aus-
tralia and the lack of technical capability
could be the most restrictive factor in the pro-
vision of library and information services in
the rural community. The human resources
situation for rural librarianship should be
based on a real assessment of needs rather
than the surplus capacity of urban library
schools.
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Australian Library Summit cont'd from page 9

Since 1788 isolated Australians have
reacted to the lack of library facilities by
becoming the largest private purchasers of
books in the world. The bookshop and not the
library has been the significant supplier in
rural Australia. With the advent of online
information, it remains to be seen whether
this can be reticulated through effective
libraries or whether Australians will become
direct users of networks on a large scale. It is
possible that the new networks will not lend
themselves to individual access and as a
result, rural Australians will suffer a signifi-
cant information shortfall. This is particularly
disturbing because it could mean information-
starved rural industries.

The Summit needs to address the problems
of planning adequate access to online infor-
mation for rural Australia so that it is avail-
able at the same level as it is to urban users,
who approach it through the skilled officers
of their library staff. The matter of ‘user pays’
is of great concern in the country where
access is via very long telephone lines. Cries
of cultural deprivation are not new and are
unlikely to produce more than the odd
regional art gallery or under strength public
library which, though important, have not
changed realities in the bush.

Demands for information are already being
met at a superficial level by Telecom and com-
mercial vendors but potential demand will
only eventuate when rural users understand
the importance of what is available. With
information now being a significant slice of
our gross domestic product (GDP) it is vital
that one sector of the Australian community
is not starved for information.

The major problem facing rural library
information interests at a national summit, is
who speaks for them. The New England
Regional Group sees a requirement to place a
rural view before the Summit.

New England Regional Group
Summit Sub-committee

cont’d from page 7

Special Libraries Section

Ahoy Specials! A dinner harbour cruise will
be held after the Section’s AGM on the luxuri-
ous motor vessel Matilda III. Join in for the
presentation of the Maria Gemenis Award,
good food, plenty of drinks warm convivial
company and spectacular vistas of Sydney
harbour. There will even be a troubadour
guitarist to serenade you. The inclusive cost is
$40, so be at Pier One, Hickson Road, Dawes
Point at 6.45 pm or catch one of the buses tak-
ing guests from the AGM at 6.15 pm. For fur-
ther information contact Wendy Bartlett (02)
543 3935 or Robin Jenkins (02) 20512. Send
cheques to LAA Head Office.

University and College Libraries
Section dinner dance.

See you at the Summit! Dancing, dramatic
views of the Sydney skyline and top quality
food will be the order of the day. Come and
meet distinguished guests Harrison and Flor-
ence Bryan, Prof. Jean Whyte and Miles and
Briony Blackwell among others. The cost of
$50 covers a delicious meal, complementary
wine and free car parking. Meet old friends
and dance the night away. Contact Pat
Howard (02) 697 2670. Forward cheques must
be sent to LAA Head Office.

On the Rocks with a Friend
Australiana Night
1 September 1988

We are pleased to announce a change of

venue — the historic Argyle Cellars,

Courtyard and Wool Shed in Sydney’s

Rocks Area.

e Australian cuisine, beers, wines and
juices will be served.

e The Sydney Town Crier will function
as the MC, the Bushband will provide
music all evening. During their breaks,
the traditional Aboriginal dancers, the
Awabakals, will be performing their
Dreamtime dances. A narrator explains
exactly how the dance developed and
what it depicts.

e During all the on-stage entertainment
the delegates will be able to see sheep
shearing, sheep dogs in action, look at
several displays of aboriginal artifacts,
wool weaving, sheepskin and opals.

The Australiana Night is a highlight of our

IFLA/LAA Conference — book now to

avoid disappointment for yourself, part-

ners and friends

Booking details: Conference Circular p.48

The proceedings of Online 87 are here! 410
pages of latest online information for $45 or
$25 LAA members (plus $3 postage and
handling).

’Happenings’ is now on LIBNET. The
LAA number is MLN 207500 (NALIA).

AUDIO
LANGUAGE
STUDIES

e World-famous narrator.

CURRENT TITLES

GRIMM’S FAIRY TALES
Read by Sheila Hancock
BLACK BEAUTY
Read by Hayley Mills
HEIDI
Read by Petula Clark
THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS
Read by Kenneth Williams
PINOCCHIO
Read by Clive Dunn
THE ADVENTURES OF
HUCKLEBERRY FINN

TREASURE ISLAND

Read by Anthony Bate
LITTLE WOMEN

Read by Carol Drinkwater
THE RAILWAY CHILDREN

Read by Dinah Sheridan

PRICE

A$33.00

Read-Abp

THE ALS READ-ALONG SYSTEM

Each Read-Along programme offers:
e A classic work of American or English literature

e Expert abridgement to a manageable
two-to-three hour playing time.

KIDNAPPED
Read by Bill Simpson
THE SECRET GARDEN
Read by Gwen Watford
ALICE IN WONDERLAND
Read by William Rushton
THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS
Read by William Rushton
IM

Read by Ben Cross
THE TURN OF THE SCREW
Read by Susannah York
TALES OF MYSTERY AND HORROR

THE HOUND OF
THE BASKERVILLES
Read by Hugh Burden
THE SIGN OF FOUR
Read by Tony Britton
A STUDY IN SCARLET
Read by Tony Britton

print.

WUTHERING HEIGHTS
Read by Daniel Massey
JANE EYRE

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
Read by Celia Johnson
EMMA

THE TIME MACHINE
Read by Robert Hardy
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
Read by Leonard Rossiter
A TALE OF TWO CITIES

i Read by Christopher Lee Read by John Carson
THad by Dick Cavett TALES OF HORROR OLIVER TWIST
Read by Windsor Davies Read by Christopher Lee Read by Ron Moody

GREAT EXPECTATIONS
Read by Anton Rodgers
THE LOST WORLD
Read by James Mason

Distributed by. . .

JOHN PAPWORTH AUDIO-VISUAL SUPPLIES Pty. Ltd.
PO. Box 203, Blacktown, 2148, N.S.W., Australia.

Read by Dame Wendy Hiller

Read by Dame Peggy Ashcroft

THEHUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME
Read by Sir Anthony Quayle

Telephone: (02) 622-9961

e Word-for-word transcript books in easy-to-read

e Attractive and durable storage case.

CALL OF THE WILD
Read by Stewart Granger
THE RED BADGE OF COURAGE
Read by Richard Crenna
THE PRISONER OF ZENDA
Read by Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.
THE MAYOR OF CASTERBRIDGE
Read by Alan Bates
MOBY DICK
Read by George Kennedy
THE MAN OF PROPERTY
Read by Sir Michael Hordern
THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY
Read by Peter Egan

Coming Soon from Read-Along. . .
RUMPOLE’S RETURN ¢ REAR
WINDOW ¢ BREAK IN « A MURDER
OF QUALITY e CALL FOR THE DEAD
HENDERSON THE RAIN KING ¢ THE
HOUSE OF MIRTH « DAMON
RUNYON STORIES « ON THE ROAD
* ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO’S
NEST e BILLY BUDD

JPAV




