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fs-y \ s a newcomer to the library 
f il | world I find it amazing that 
\ m-V librarians themselves are not 
^^ making more of an effort to in

form the public of what is happening in 
the service today/

These are the words of Mieke Hinch- 
cliffe-Wood, the newly appointed 
Campaign Director of the Library 
Campaign in the United Kingdom. With 
objectives generally similar to those of 
the Information for the Nation (IFTN) 
campaign, although focused entirely on 
public libraries, the Library Campaign 
aims to 'harness a very strong public 
opposition which in the end will pre
vent the government and the local au
thorities from treating the library serv
ice as a soft option'.

With the same target group in mind, 
the IFTN Committee has chosen to place 
the first series of advertisements of the 
print media campaign in The House 
Magazine, which is distributed to mem
bers of Federal Parliament.

The series of ten advertisements, 
which will appear throughout the au
tumn session of parliament, focuses on 
various kinds of library and informa
tion services. It will culminate at the 
end of the session in a large advertise
ment giving statistics about the size of 
the Australian library and information 
network. The message will emphasise 
our successes, but point out how much 
more effective we could be if we were 
better resourced and supported.

The contributions of the sponsors 
listed below have made this series of 
advertisements possible.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT TO HELP 
US HELP YOU!

The IFTN National Committee ac
knowledges the generous support of: 
Auslib Press
Austin Hospital Health Services 
Library
Australian College of Physical 
Education Library 
Bennett-EBSCO Subscription 
Agencies
Department of Industry, Technology 
and Commerce 
Macquarie Public Library 
SACON Technical Library 
South Australian College of Advanced 
Education Library

HELPING US TO HELP YOU!

Anne Hazell 
Convenor, IFTN Campaign 

Phone: (08) 226 1034 
Facsimile: (08) 226 1111
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Gaining representation of librarians 
on the planning team has been another 
difficulty. Although as a profession we 
see clearly how we are organised, it has 
been interesting to observe the difficul
ties an outsider has had in sorting out 
the various parts of Australian librari- 
anship. Nevertheless, organisations 
within librarianship have now been 
alerted to the activities and importance 
of SAG and SAG has recognised the 
importance of consulting with the li
brary profession by inviting represen
tatives of ACLIS and the State Librari
ans' Council.

ALIA was represented at both Work
shops in Perth. Alison Crook (State 
Librarian, New South Wales), represent
ing ACLIS, and Janine Schmidt (Direc
tor, Collection Services, State Library, 
New South Wales) attended the last SAG 
meeting in April.

SAG is not alone
Meanwhile, there are several initiatives 
within the library profession that have 
addressed the issue of statistics in re
cent years. In particular:
• The State Librarians' Council began 

a project in 1988 to standardise sta
tistics for National, State and Public 
Libraries. A report by Jacqui Ec
clestone (State Library Services of 
Western Australia) outlined a de
tailed procedure for achieving this, 
and further work is continuing in all 
States with the aim of collecting 
statistics from July 1989.

• For many years academic libraries 
in Australia and New Zealand have 
published an annual statistical sur
vey in Australian Academic and Re
search Libraries. Geoff Allen (Librar-
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