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Looking for a job —  Liaise!
T h e  N S W  B ran ch  o f  A L IA  is p leased  

to  a n n o u n ce  th a t its e m p lo y m e n t se rv ice  
h as b een  rev ita lised , re ac tiv a te d  —  and  
re n am ed  . . .  L IA IS E .

T h e  n e w  n a m e  is a  re flec tio n  o f  the 
im p o rtan ce  o f  n e tw o rk in g  w ith in  the library  
a n d  in f o r m a t io n  in d u s t ry ,  a n d  it is  
an tic ip a ted  th a t the  se rv ice  w ill b e co m e  an 
e x te n sio n  o f  th e  e x is tin g  n e tw o rk  w h ich  
so u rc es  in fo rm a tio n , jo b s  an d  peo p le .

T h e  se rv ice , w h ich  p lac es  lib ra rian s, 
lib rary  tec h n ic ian s  an d  o th e r  lib rary  su p 
p o rt w o rk e rs , p re d o m in a n tly  in th e  m etro - 
pol itan area , h as b een  o p e ra tio n a l fo r  a  tiny  
tw o  m o n th s . R eg is tra tio n  is free , b u t on ly  
p erso n al f in an c ia l m e m b e rs  o f  the  A L IA  
can  lodge  ap p lic a tio n s  —  y e t a n o th e r  re a 
son  to  jo in  y o u r  p ro fess io n a l A sso c ia tio n !

T h e  se rv ice  o p e ra te s  a s  a  c o n ta c t se rv 
ice o n ly  . T h e  o n u s  still re m a in s  w ith  the 
e m p lo y e r  to  in te rv iew  a p p lic an ts  pu t fo r
w ard  b y  th e  S e rv ice  C o o rd in a to r.

A n y  e m p lo y e r  c a n  u tilise  the  se rv ice  
fo r  fu ll-tim e , p a rt-tim e , te m p o ra ry  o r  p e r
m an e n t s ta ff  p lacem en t. Full in stitu tiona l 
m e m b e rs  o f  A L IA  rece iv e  th e ir  c o n ta c t 
listing  o f  p o ten tia l e m p lo y e e s  fo r  a  $2 5  
se rv ice  fee, p lu s $2 5  fo r  the  first 5 n a m e s. 
N o n -in stitu tio n a l m e m b e rs  are  c h a rg e d  at 
the rate  o f  a  $ 5 0  se rv ice  fee  a n d  $ 5 0  fo r the  
first 5 n am es.

In fo rm atio n  sh ee ts  an d  a p p lic an t an d  
e m p lo y e r  reg is tra tio n  fo rm s  are  av a ilab le  
f ro m  th e  c o o r d in a to r .  S u e  In n e s  o n  
(02) 2 5 0  0 3 7 6 .

R e m e m b er, w h e th e r  y o u 're  lo o k in g  fo r  
a  jo b  o r  d e sp e ra te ly  in n eed  o f  s ta ff —  
L IA IS E  first.
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Dear Editor,
I re fe r  to  th e  le tte r fro m  M r A  J G a n s  in 

y o u r  e d itio n  o f  11 Ju n e  1990  c o n ce rn in g  
the  re ce n t te n d e rfo r  lib ra ry  se rv ices a n d  the 
c o m m iss io n  o n  tu rn o v e r  to  be c h a rg e d  
a g a in s t sa les  m a d e  u n d e r tha t co n trac t. M r 
G a n s  a lso  w ro te  to m e  o n  that su b jec t. I 
w o u ld  like to  tak e  the  o p p o rtu n ity , v ia  th is 
p a g e , to  e x p la in  to  y o u r read e rs  the  facts 
re la tin g  to  the  in tro d u c tio n  o f  the c o m m is 
sion .

In 1988 the  G o v e rn m e n t d e c id ed  th a t 
the  D e p a r tm e n t o f  A d m in is tra tiv e  S e rv ice s  
(D A S ) m u s t re c o v e r th e  c o sts  o f  its o p 
e ra tio n s  —  that d e c is io n  is b in d in g  o n  all 
p u b lic  se rv an ts , lib ra rian s an d  P u rc h a sin g  
a n d  S a les  G ro u p  (P S G ) s ta ff  a like. In o rd e r  
to  m ee t th a t re q u ire m e n t, D A S  a p p lie s  a 
sm all c o m m iss io n  o n  tu rn o v e r  to  c o m m o n  
use  c o n tra c ts  a rra n g e d  b y  the  PS G .

S im ila rly , the p u rc h a s in g  ru les  c o n 
c e rn in g  o p e n  a n d  e ffe c tiv e  c o m p e titio n  
a lso  b in d  all p u b lic  se rv an ts . C o m m o n  use 
c o n trac ts , w h ic h  are  e s tab lish e d  in a c c o rd 
a n ce  w ith  th o se  ru les , sa v e  d e p a rtm e n ts  
an d  a g en c ie s  th e  ad m in is tra tiv e  e ffo rt an d  
c o s t in v o lv e d  in a rra n g in g  ten d ers . In the 
a b se n ce  o f  a  c o m m o n  u se  c o n tra c t th o se  
b o d ies  w o u ld  be  re q u ire d  to  g o  th ro u g h  
th o se  p ro c esses  each  tim e  th ey  w a n te d  to  
a cq u ire  g o o d s  a n d  se rv ice s  such  as lib rary  
se rv ices.

M r  G a n s ' v iew s o n  th e  v a lu e  a n d  co st 
o f  the  c o m m o n  use  c o n tra c t ten d e r p ro c ess  
d o  n o t c o in c id e  w ith the  ex p e rien c e  o f  the 
P S G . O v e r  a  long  p e rio d  o f  tim e  P S G  has 
fo u n d  that co n tra c ts  a rra n g e d  fo r  a  f ix ed  
p e rio d , su c h  as 3 y ears , a g g reg a te  d e m a n d , 
re d u ce  th e  c o st o f  the  p u rc h as in g  p ro c ess  
a n d  g iv e  a  c o n tin u ity  o f  supp lier, an d  d e 
m a n d  fo r  tha t supp lier, all o f  w h ich  resu lt in 
sa v in g s  to  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  an d  the 
in d iv id u a l lib rarian .

P S G isa c lie n t-o r ie n te d  se rv ice  o rg a n i
sa tion . T o  a sse ss  w h e th e r  its in v o lv e m en t 
w ill ad d  v a lu e  to  the  p u rc h as in g  p ro cess , 
p rio r  to  a rra n g in g  a  c o n tra c t P S G  e v a lu a te s  
the  n e ed  fo r that c o n tra c t a n d  the  co sts  
in v o lv e d  in a rra n g in g  a n d  m a in ta in in g  it. 
S h o u ld  the  c o sts  o f  a rra n g in g  a  c o m m o n  
use  c o n tra c t e x c e e d  th e  p o ten tia l b e n e fits  to  
c lien ts , P S G  w o u ld  d e c id e , a f te r  c o n su lta 
tion  w ith  th o se  c lien ts , n o t to  a rra n g e  such  
a  co n trac t. O n c e  in p lace , h o w e v er, P S G  
c o n tin u e s  to  m o n ito r  its c o n tra c ts  to  en su re  
that th ey  fu lfil c lien t needs.

In the  c ase  o f  the  c o n tra c t fo r lib rary  
se rv ices , I a m  sa tis fied  th a t it d o e s  no t

c rea te  an  u n fa ir  im p o sitio n  o n  lib rarians 
n o r in d ee d  o n  th e  n u m e ro u s  su p p lie rs  w no 
re sp o n d e d  to  it. P S G  c o n su lte d  C o m m c n -  
w ea lth  lib ra rian s  ab o u t the c o n tra c t and 
e x p la in e d  the  im p a c t o f  the  n e w  c o m m is
sio n  re q u ire m e n ts  to  th em . D u rin g  the 
p e rio d  fro m  F e b ru a ry  to  M a y  1990  five 
m e e tin g s  w ere  held . T h o se  m e e tin g s  w ere 
a tte n d e d  b y  7 2  lib rarians. W ith  the  ex cep 
tion  o f  o n e , P S G  o b ta in e d  the  su p p o rt o f  all 
th o se  c o n su lte d  b e fo re  in tro d u c in g  the 
co n trac t.

P J Grills 
A ssis tan t G e n e ra l M a n a g e r 

P u rc h a s in g  S erv ices

Dear Editor,
A s a n  a c tiv e  m e m b e r  o f  th e  S chool 

S e c tio n  o f  A L IA  I w rite  to  v o ice  the  con 
c e rn  o f  the  V ic to rian  B ra n ch  a t the  m cny  
an d  c o n tin u in g  m is -s ta te m e n ts  w h ic h  ip -  
p e a r  re g a rd in g  the rev iew  o f  Books and 
beyond an d  its c u rren t re p la ce m en t.

It w a s  as th e  resu lt o f  th e  su b m issio n  
w ritten  by  V ic to ria  (ac tin g  a s  N ational 
S e c tio n )  to  th e  th e n  C o m m o n w e a l th  
S c h o o ls  C o m m iss io n  that a g ra n t w a s  a p 
p ro v e d  fo r  th e  p ro jec t. S in ce  th a t tim e I 
b e lie v e  that b o th  the  N atio n a l S ec tio n  and 
the  v a rio u s  S ta te  S ec tio n s h av e  b e en  treated  
less th an  co u rteo u sly .

A L IA  S ch o o l S ec tio n  o rg a n ised  n u 
m e ro u s  m e e tin g s  an d  v isits  fo r  the  con 
su ltan ts , in v itin g  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f  SLAV. 
W h ile  w e  w e re  a w are  o f  n u m e ro u s  co m 
m u n ic a tio n s  p a ss in g  b e tw ee n  th e  S teering  
C o m m itte e  a n d  o th e r  p a rties  w e  w ere  n o t 
c o n su lte d  fo r inpu t o r  c o n su lta tio n . A: n o  
tim e  d id  w e  re ce iv e  the d ra ft d o cu m en ts  
a lth o u g h  w e w e re  a w are  o f  th e ir  ex istence  
an d  w e re  ab le  to  e x am in e  th em . E v en  now  
a fte r  re lease  o f  the p u b lica tio n  w e  have not 
re c e iv e d  a  copy .

M e m b e rs  o f  o u r  S ec tio n , the  m ajority  
o f  w h o m  are  a lso  S L A V  m e m b e rs , q u es
tion  w h y  d o  w e  c o n tin u e  to  b e  m e m b e 's  o f  
A L IA , to  w o rk  ha rd  fo r  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  
the  A sso c ia tio n , to  p ro v id e  p ro fessional 
d e v e lo p m e n t o p p o rtu n ities  fo r m em b ers 
w h e n  w e  are  co n tin u a lly  ig n o red  by o u r 
A sso c ia tio n .

T h e re  is little  incen tive  fo r teacher- 
lib ra rian s  to  b e  m e m b e rs o f th e  A ssocia tion  
w h e n  fo r  less th an  o n e  th ird  o f  th e  cost they 
can  jo in  S L A V  a n d  a p p a re n tly  e n jo y  equal, 
if  n o t be tter, s ta tu s fro m  A L IA .

T h is  is p e n n e d  in d irec t resp o n se  to 
D irec t L ine , Vol. 11 N o. 7 (28  M ay ) w here 
it is s ta ted  th a t ‘A L IA  S ch o o l L ibraries 
S e c tio n  w ill b e  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  a  d ra ft b rief 
b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  b y A S L A ’! W h y ?  A re we 
w a n te d  o r n o t?

Pamela Taylor 
President

S ch o o l L ib ra rie s  S ec tio n  (V ic G roup)
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