
MFP — Australia
Philippa M id dleton  reports some progress in the m ulti function polis (M FP)

HE M FP DEBATE has m ade a 
significant contribution to the 

information overload problem and 
readers m ight question w hy ALIA and 
ACLIS should add any more bits or 
bytes to the discussion. The 
m aturation o f the M FP concept is 
evidenced by a change in the nature 
o f the debate, aw ay from enclaves and 
swamps (to some extent) towards 
investment levels. People are now 
concentrating on how to make the 
M FP ‘a centre o f innovation and 
excellence in the use o f advanced 
technology to serve the com m un ity ’ 
(M FP brochure, 1992). Education 
has been identified as one o f the three 
core areas o f the M FP along w ith 
inform ation and environm ental 
technology. The process o f p lann ing 
for the M FP therefore represents an 
opportunity, perhaps an imperative, 
for library and information services 
p lann ing in Australia.

A small ACLIS/ALLA w orking 
group has identified a num ber o f 
possible projects and Bill C ations and 
m yself have been discussing a shortlist 
of projects w ith  M FP personnel. The 
ones currently under discussion are:
• com m on front end software and 

telecom m unication links to 
provide O PAC access across 
Adelaide;

• state-w ide C D -R O M  network;
• hom e-based inform ation services;

• office-based inform ation services;
• universal work stations;
• inform ation needs research on

differing groups o f the M FP
com m unity.
T he rationale behind these 

particular proposals is to emphasise 
access to inform ation and explore the 
potential for cooperative ventures 
w ith in  and outside the library sector. 
Th is approach has been well received 
by the M FP  and we have been invited 
to be part o f the M FP Urban 
D evelopm ent Education W ork ing 
Group to advise on ‘nav igation ’ and 
other inform ation related issues.

T he Education Group is 
preparing an educational b rief for the 
first stage o f the M FP, w ith  an initial 
report to be com pleted by the end of 
the year. T h e ir choice o f a broad 
defin ition o f  education (‘a lifelong 
activ ity and enterprise, inform al and 
formal, across all sectors’) matches 
perfectly w ith  inform ation literacy 
issues, w hich are central to library and 
inform ation services delivery. A visit 
has already been m ade to the Tea 
Tree G ully  College o f  TAFE to look 
at open and d istributed learning and 
we will visit the Education 
D epartm ent’s School o l the Future to 
look at interactive m ulti media 
learning technology; Flinders 
U niversity to look at collaborative 
inform ation technology; and the

G illm an site to better understand the 
core site and its present educational 
environs.

A session that we are presenting at 
the Inform ation L iteracy sem inar to 
be held in Adelaide in D ecem ber 
1992, should give p lenty o f m aterial 
on delegates’ views o f 21st century 
inform ation services. If you can ’t get 
there (or you just can ’t w ait) please 
contact Ph ilippa M idd leton  at 
16 Tora C ourt, Park H olm e SA 
5043, phone (08) 276  4196  or fax 
(08) 207  8597  (ALIA local presence. 
SA). ■

AARNET and 
Open 

Learning
M in is te r's  Office still 

to decide on 
participants

R E C E N T  A R T IC L E  in 
The A ustralian  (9 S ep tem b er 

1 9 9 2 ) has ex p lo red  so m e o f  the  
issues b eh in d  th e  d e v e lo p m en t o f 
open  le a rn in g , th e  n ew  n a tio n a l 
sy stem  o f  ‘o f l-c a m p u s ’ s tu d y .

U p  to n o w , o p en  le a rn in g  has 
been  p lan n ed  in  re la tio n  to T V  
an d  p r in t  m e d ia . T h e  a r t ic le  
ex p la in s  th a t M o n ash  U n iv e rs ity  
w as in te re s ted  in  th e  T V  e lem en t, 
an d  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Q u ee n s lan d  
in  th e  p r in t  s id e . T h e  u n iv ers itie s  
sp e c ia lis in g  in  d is tan c e  ed u ca tio n  
(in  th is  case , m a in ly  U N E  an d  
D e ak in ) h ave  a lso  p u t in  th e ir  b id .

T h e  n ew  e le m e n t in  a 
so p h is t ic a ted  e le c tro n ic  system  is 
A A R N E T , w h ic h  w o u ld  have to 
be e n h an ce d  to e n su re  its 
a v a i la b il i ty  for th is  p u rp o se  
th ro u gh  sch o o ls , T A F E  an d  
p u b lic  lib ra r ie s . T h e re  is ta lk  o f  a 
$ 1 3  m illio n  a llo c a tio n  sp e c if ic a lly  
to u p g rad e  A A R N E T , b u t th is 
fu n d in g  has a p p a re n t ly  n o t yet 
been  ap p ro ved . In th eo ry , 
s tu d en ts  w o u ld  th en  be ab le  to 
access the  e n t ire  in fo rm a tio n  base 
o f  the  te r t ia ry  sy stem . In p rac tic e , 
so m e h ard  f in an c ia l d ec is io n s h ave  
to be tak en  first, an d  these  are s t ill 
a t least so m e  w eek s aw ay .

O p en  le a rn in g  has h u g e  
co n seq u en ces for the  lib ra ry  
c o m m u n ity , w h ic h  have h a rd ly  
been  faced . inC ite Wi\\ fo llow  
these  d ev e lo p m en ts  an d  rep ort on 
th em  as th e  n ew s b reaks, e

Victorian Prem ier's 
Literary Aw ards

The Prem ier, Ms Joan K irn e r, recently announced  
the w inners  of these A w a rd s  for 1992

A T O T A L  of 352 titles were entered in the awards, w hich are A ustralia ’s richest 
annual national literary awards, w ith  eight prizes w orth a total o f $75 000. 

T he W inners are:
The Vance Palmer Prize for Fiction '
D ouble-W olfoy Brian Castro (Allen &  U nw in)
The Nettie Palmer Prize lor Non-fiction
Patrick White: A Life by David M arr (Random  House)
The CJ Dennis Prize for Poetry
Jan e Interlinear and  Other Poems by Robert H arris (Paper Bark Press)
The Louis Esson Prize for Drama
P roofby  Jocelyn M oorhouse (H ouse and M oorhouse F ilm s)(U ni o f Q ld  Press)
The AA Phillips Prize for Australian Studies 
Waterloo Creek by Roger M illiss (M cPhee Cribble)
The Diabetes Australia Prize for Innovative W riting  
D ouble-W olfoy Brian Castro (Allen &  U nw in)
The Alan Marshall Prize for Children’s Literature 
The House Guest by Eleanor Nilsson (Penguin Books)
The Ethnic Affairs Commission Prize for Literary Translation 
The Death o f  Napoleon by S im on Leys - Translated by Patricia C lancy  (Allen &  
U nwin)
Brian C astro ’s double w in— for the prizes for Fiction and Innovative W riting— is a 
first in the eight years o f the Awards. ■

12 12 October 1992


