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The Department runs a number 
of courses at the post-graduate 
level; two of particular interest to 
already-qualified librarians are:

The Master of 
Librarianship

A two-year full-time (or part- 
time equivalent) open to appli
cants holding both a degree and a 
professional qualification in iibrar- 
ianship.
The program comprises four 
coursework units and a thesis, 
usually worth 67%.

The Diploma in 
Librarianship

A one-year, full-time, two-year 
part-time award also open to 
those holding a degree and a 
professional qualification in 
librarianship. The program 
comprises six elective courses 
from the M Lib repertoire.
The Graduate Department 
enjoys excellent support within 
the University and is recognised 
as one of Australia’s leading 
schools in the field of librarian- 
ship, archives and records. It 
offers a challenging and stimu
lating context in which profes
sional librarians can enhance 
their understanding and 
qualifications in a discipline area 
which DEET has targeted for 
significant growth in the coming 
decade. The opportunities for 
those who have studied at 
advanced level should be 
considered.
The Department is staffed by 
experienced professionals and 
educators, and is headed by 
Professor John Levett, to 
whom enquiries may be 
directed, at the

Graduate Department of 
Librarianship,
Archives and Records 
Monash University 
Clayton 
Vic 3168
(Tel 03 565 2959)
(Fax 03 565 2952)

ET M E  F IR ST  T H A N K  
Jam es B ennett for their 
sponsorsh ip  of the launch  
o f th is Australian Studies: 

Acquisition and  Collection 
D evelopm ent f o r  Libraries, ed ited  by 
the in defatigab le  D r G ary  G orm an 
w ith  con tribu to rs covering  the 
academ ic , lib rary  and  bookselling  
fie lds.

A C h in ese  proverb  says, 'D o not 
rem ove a fly  from  yo u r fr ien d ’s 
forehead w ith  a h a tch e t’. I ce rta in ly  
have no in ten tio n  o f do in g  that by 
h eavy-h anded  rev iew  com m ents. 
Instead , I shall b riefly  traverse the 
b ackgro un d  to A u stra lian  studies 
that the authors have evoked, 
rem em b erin g  that as recen tly  as 
1945 M ichae l Innes (then  Professor 
o f  E nglish  at A de la id e  U n iversity ) 
in d ica ted  that he w ou ld  not be 
w r it in g  a h isto ry  of A ustra lian  
lite ra tu re  as it d id n ’t exist. T h is new  
book shows that there certa in ly  is a 
lite ra tu re— but as Professor W allace  
K irsop po in ts out in his chap ter it 
has n a tu ra lly  been in fluenced  by 
overseas p u b lish in g  changes.

Th e  s tu d y  of 
A u s tra lia n  lite ra tu re
O ne o f the problem s and issues 
brought out by a num ber of 
contributors, e.g., by Robert Ross, is 
the need to prom ote a structured 
appreciation o f A ustralian studies.
T h e Texan Professor H artley G rattan, 
for a tim e associated w ith  the AN U , 
trail-blazed the study of Australian 
literature. W e  also owe m uch to later 
scholars such as Professor H enry 
A lbinski, who have prom oted 
Australia in the USA.

G ary and Lyn G orm an ’s 
introduction to the book speaks o f the 
cultural cringe. It certain ly  existed and 
still does on occasion— see the 
reaction now  to Sylvan ia W aters!—  
but we now stand on our own feet in 
terms o f intellectual understanding 
and appreciation overseas. The 
international recognition o f authors 
such as Elizabeth Jo lley, Peter C arey, 
Thom as K eneally and Ees M urray is 
impressive and arose from their own 
achievem ents, rather than from any 
equivalent o f AIS or tourist-type 
prom otion. Another point raised by 
the preface is the plethora o f literary' 
awards and the notion o f worth. 
Awards are to be com m ended, but 
w ou ldn ’t it be good if we could get

one o f them  accepted as the 
equivalent o f the Booker for sales and 
pub lic penetration? T he C h ild ren ’s 
Book C ouncil awards leave their adult 
counterparts for dead.

I am  sure we all support the basic 
prem ise o f  the book, to provide the 
infrastructure for the greater 
recognition and understanding o f 
Australian literature, h istory and 
culture overseas. T he availab ility o f it 
here is taken for granted in the 
projects described in the book, such as 
the A ustralian Jo in t C opying Project 
and in collections such as those at 
Flinders, though the work o f the 
AD  FA English D epartm ent and the 
AD FA L ibrary deserves to be given 
sim ilar prom inence.

Jerelynn  Brown highlights the 
w ork done by a relatively sm all 
num ber o f  firms— and Bennett’s 
stand out here— to prom ote and sell 
A ustralian books. A ustraliana w ill, 
however, on ly be collected and 
studied in a tim e o f tightening 
finances if the area is relevant. It may 
be difficult for institutions to 
undertake Australian studies unless 
A ustralia is perceived as part o f the 
Asia/Pacific region or its literature is 
im portant in its own right.

T he netw ork environm ent has 
not been really addressed. If we can 
dial into the British and Am erican 
databases and catalogues, then so can 
they to A ustralian databases. Th is 
could overcome the reverse tyranny o f 
access m entioned in the book. It 
could also see a resurgence in 
Australian pub lish ing, although the 
end product m ight nor be a book.

Th e  d is trib u te d  
n a tio n a l collection
S im ila r ly  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
A ustra lian  m ateria l overseas w ou ld  
be m uch  enh an ced  by a cooperative 
or an in d iv id u a l p ro ject to scan or 
inp u t A u stra lian  t it le  pages an d  text 
in to  w hat m igh t be ca lled  a m ore 
d yn am ic  d is tr ib u ted  n atio na l 
co llec tio n . Jo h n  H oracek  has had 
the un env iab le  task  o f d raw ing  
together the benefits o f conspectus 
and  the D N C  in the co n c lu d in g  
chap ter. I believe it is in cum ben t on 
C A U L , A C LIS an d  the N ation a l 
L ib rary  to put m ore teeth into  the 
d istr ib u ted  n atio na l co llection  at a 
tim e w hen  overa ll resources are 
d ec lin in g .

T h e se lection  and purchase o f  !►
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Editor Gary Gorman (right) with one of his contributors Professor Wallace Kirsop at 
the launch

^  m ateria l is also relevan t in this case 
and  in the co llec tin g  o f  A ustra liana. 
R ichard  S tone do cum ents the 
m ajo r w ork un dertaken  by the 
N atio n a l Library' o f  A ustra lia . (A las, 
the superb  in it ia t iv e  of Towards 
Federation 2001 cam e too late for 
th is book.) D erek W h iteh ead  
describes, ye t aga in , the rich 
d iversity  of m u lti-cu ltu ra l 
p u b lish in g  in A ustra lia  w h ich  m any 
U n iversity  L ib raries b are ly  co llect 
an d  y e t w h ich  is b r in g in g  us new  
voices and  em erg in g  p o litica l forces.

W h e re  it 's  cat
W e certa in ly  need m ore q u a lity  
non-fiction  as G ary  G orm an has 
p o in ted  out. D avid  M a r r ’s Patrick 
White and now  Eric R o lls ’s new 
h isto ry o f the C h in ese  in  A ustralia  
p ut o ur academ ics to sham e. H elen 
T r in ca  in The Australian got 
so un d ly  berated recen tly  w hen she 
bem oaned academ ic  jargon , but 
unless A ustra lian  w riters w rite  for 
an in te llig en t lay  p ub lic  as w ell as 
the ir peer group  the gam e w ill be 
lost f in an c ia lly  as w ell as 
in te llec tu a lly . W e shou ld  p robab ly  
also focus m ore in the future on our 
im pact in Asia instead  of look ing  so 
m uch to the UK and  the U SA . T he 
A B C ’s Sou theast A sia-P acific  
sa te llite  lin k  m igh t be one 
consc iou sness-ra is ing  m echan ism .

T h e m ain  aim  o f  this vo lum e is 
to docum ent ’w here it ’s at and it 
does th is ad m irab ly . G ary can be 
con gratu la ted  on the q u a lity  o f his 
ach ievem en t in p rov id ing  a

A Chinese proverb  says, 
1Do not rem ove a  fly  

from  your friend 's  
fo rehead  w ith  a  

h aU h et

reference tool, both h isto rical and  
b ib lio g rap h ica l, to the co llec tin g  
and  un d erstan d in g  o f  A ustra lian  
cu ltu re  in the broadest possible 
sense. It w ill be a boon to overseas 
readers, not ju st in A m erica and the 
UK , but also in countries like  Jap an  
an d  the o ther nations o f  A sia, as an 
essen tia l base for the co llec tin g  of 
A ustralian  m ateria l . Thomas 
C arly le  said  the ‘best effect o f an y  
book is that it excites the reader to 
se lf  a c tiv ity ’— w e need now not 
o n ly  to b uy  the book for our 
lib raries but also to p rom ote its 
ex istence. I have m uch p leasure in 
lau n ch in g  it ton igh t.

Australian Studies: Acquisition 
and  Collection D evelopm ent f o r  
Libraries, ed. G E G orm an,
London: M an se ll, 1992 . x ii+ 347pp . 
Board , £40 (ava ilab le  from Jam es 
B ennett at a special p re-pub licatio n  
price o f $80  u n til 9 O ctober) ISBN 
0 7201 2 1 3 4  5 (Note: C olin ’s 
address has h ad  to be shortened to 
h a l f  its fo rm er  length by you r  
procrustean Editor, who takes 
responsibility f o r  any clum sy 
su turing.) ■

LIBRARIANS NEVER 
HAD IT SO FAST . . .  
AND IT’S
ALL AUSTRALIAN 
TOO!

Now linked to AAR- 
Net, the Co-op's 
Library Services 

Division can give you 
unparalleled service for 
online access to title 
availability, ordering and 
regular status reports.
No more waiting for weeks 
to find out if a book's in 
stock, let alone get it. AAR- 
Net actually lets you search 
our shelves online.
With over 120,000 in stock, 
the chances are it'll be on 
your doorstep a lot faster 
than you thought possible. 
Nice too to have shopped 
Australian!
For the full AARNet story 
and how to speed your 
books, call

mffffSmm
(02) 281 9900 or (Toll 
Free): (008) 222 762 
Fax (02) 281 9100
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