
Academy of Science 
develops new primary 

school science 
curriculum

N a n ty  Lane  lo o k s  a t  i t s  im p a c t o n  
sc h o o l a n d  p u b lic  l ib r a r ie s

H E  A U ST R A L IA N  A C A D E M Y  o f  Science has 
recently  an n ounced  a $3.5 m illion project to 
develop an in tegrated  science, technology and 
env ironm en t program  for p rim ary  schools across 

Australia. T hey  aim  to involve at least 425 000 children a 
year in this program  w ith in  ten years, a lthough m any 
m ore than this m ay partic ipate. T he C om m onw ealth  
D ep artm en ts  o f  Industry , T echnology  and  C om m erce, 
and  o f  Arts, Sport, the E nv iron m ent and  T erritories 
(D IT A C  an d  D A SET), and  the m in ing  com pany CRA 
are fun d in g  the developm ent.

T h e  A cadem y’s program  will provide a structu red  
progression o f  concepts and  skills covering the physical 
and  biological sciences, technology and  the environm ent. 
The co n ten t will be relevant to ch ild ren ’s experiences at 
hom e, school and  in the neighbourhood , and  will cater 
for the interests and  learning styles o f  girls as well as boys. 
It will incorporate  the requirem ents o f  the N ational 
S tatem ents and  Profiles being developed by the 
Australian E ducation  C ouncil.

A national co m m itm en t to teaching science, 
technology and  the env iron m en t in p rim ary  schools will 
have im plications for school and public libraries. Firstly, 
teachers will need m ore curricu lum  su ppo rt m aterial. 
A lthough the A cadem y’s program  will provide the basics, 
en thusiastic teachers will be seeking add itiona l resources 
ro supp lem en t the ir lessons and develop extension 
activities.

Secondly, stu den ts  will be do ing  m ore of their own 
research on topics related to the curricu lum . A lthough 
m any school libraries have developed qu ite  strong  
collections dealing w ith  plants, anim als and the 
environm ent, they may need to consider purchasing  m ore 
m aterials in the physical sciences, earth  sciences and 
technology.

T h ird ly , libraries m ay need to supp o rt teachers’ needs 
for background  or subject know ledge. T h e  A cadem y’s 
program  uses a ‘constructiv is t’ m odel, w hich enables 
teachers to in teract w ith  children , find o u t w hat they 
already th in k  (rightly  or wrongly) ab ou t scientific 
phenom ena, and  help them  to observe, design and 
experim ent in o rder to confirm  their perceptions or 
develop m ore app rop ria te  explanations. Teachers may 
need reference books or senior secondary textbooks to 
review basic scientific principles, such as gravity or air 
pressure, to help stu den ts  change their m isconceptions to 
scientific understand ing .

Prim ary schools in M elbourne, Sydney, Adelaide, 
Brisbane and P erth  have received invitations to 
partic ipate in the trialing, and  about 30 will be selected 
from  the 500 tha t applied. T w o-day  in-service w orkshops 
will be conduc ted  on a ‘w hole school basis du ring  first 
term  in 1993 and ideally, the teacher librarian will be 
included. T h e  program  will be revised in 1994, and 
available for schools to im plem ent in 1995. For m ore 
inform ation  co n tact D r N ancy  Lane, D evelopm ent 
O fficer, A ustralian A cadem y o f  Science, G P O  Box 783, 
C anberra  A C T  2601 Phone (06) 247 5330, Fax 
(06) 257 4620. ■

The new key 
to Government 
InformationF A S T !
Enter a whole new 
world of access to 
Government 
information, 
without leaving 
your desk!

Instantly access such 
databases as:

• The Australian Securities Commission
• Qld., WA and NSW Business Names
• Queensland Valuer General's
• Queensland Land Titles
• Queensland Motor Vehicle 

Registrations
• Queensland Industrial Awards 
. . . And many more to come.

CITEC offers all of this for a flat fee per enquiry and, in most 
cases, the cost of a local telephone call.
The CITEC Public Access System -  using today's 
communications technology a n d ____________________
advanced thinking -  saves you 
valuable time by delivering 
information direct to you FAST! 
Fill in the coupon for a free 
demonstration disk or call our 
qualified consultants today

Please send me more 
information and an 
obligation free demo disk.
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