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H E  10th N A T IO N A L  
C a ta lo g u in g  
C o n feren ce  w ill  be 
h e ld  at the  E sp lan ade  

H ote l in  F rem an tle , W A  
4 -6  N o vem b er, 1993 .
R eno w ned  for its m a r it im e  
h er itage  an d  h is to rica l V ic to r ian  
b u ild in g s , F rem an tle  is a ve ry  
fr ien d ly , co sm o p o litan  p o rt c ity

U ST R A LIA N  
acqu is itio n s lib rar ian s 
w ho  are u s in g  offshore 
supp liers shou ld

recogn ise that it m ay be t im e  for 
them  to reconsider th e ir b o o k 
b u y in g  po lic ies. M an y  lib rar ian s say 
that the ir first crite rio n  is to secure 
the best va lue for the ir b u y in g  
do llar. P articu la r ly  i f  th ey  are 
b uy in g  for m u n ic ip a l an d  academ ic  
lib raries, the sim p le so lu tio n  has 
m eant o rdering  offshore.

In the past, in ap p ro p ria te  
p ric in g , poor sto ckh o ld in g  and  
poor service by m an y  pub lishers 
an d  d istribu to rs , p a rt icu la r ly  some 
o perating  as co lon ia l b ranches o f 
overseas parents, m ean t that 
A ustra lian  m arket needs w ere 
overlooked. A fter a ll, the 
o r ig in a tin g  in te rn atio n a l p ub lish er 
w ou ld  still secure an o rder, w hether 
it was supp lied  by  a U S , U K  or 
A ustra lian  lib rary  su pp lie r.

There are three reasons w h y  your 
buying policy should be exam ined:
• recent in d u stry  reform s in

p ric in g  an d  av a ilab ility  in itia ted  
by changes to the C o p y righ t A ct 
m ean m an y  books cu rren tly  
sourced offshore can  now  be 
purchased  cheaper and  faster in 
A u stra lia . T h e m ost recent 
d eva lu atio n  o f  the A ustra lian  
do llar by  ap p ro x im ate ly  10%  
again st the U S d o lla r  an d  more 
again st som e E uropean  
currencies has tw o im m ed ia te  
im p lication s. F irst, an  un p aid  
invo ice or lib rary  o rder sent 
offshore w ill cost a lib ra ry  at 
least 10%  m ore. Second , in 
such a com petitive  dom estic  
env iro n m en t pub lish ers, 
d istribu to rs and lib ra ry  supp liers 
w ill not g en era lly  raise prices on 
their ex istin g  stocks. W here  
prices are a ltered , they  w ill be 
increased  m in im a lly . In 
ad d itio n , new  books, or those

ab o u t 20  k ilo m etre s  from  Perth . 
T h e  E sp lanade is a b eau tifu lly  
resto red  an d  very  com fo rtab le  
ex am p le  o f  the a rch ite c tu re  o f  the 
g o ld ru sh  era an d  is lo cated  w ith in  
w a lk in g  d is tan ce  o f  a v a r ie ty  o f  
re stau ran ts , sh o p p in g  fac ilit ie s  and  
to u r is t  a ttrac tio n s .

T h e  C o n feren ce  w ill  con sider 
su b je c t access an d  the ro le o f  the

a lready  in tran sit have often 
been preso ld  and  m arketed  at 
agreed  p re-deva luation  prices. 
L ib rarian s shou ld  not 
un derestim ate  the h igh ly  
com petitive  lib rary  supp ly  
env iro n m en t for books that 
exists in  A u stra lia  at present;

• social and p o litica l factors are 
also relevan t. M u n ic ip a l lib rary  
fun d in g  is generated  by 
A ustra lian  taxpayers. Suffic ien t 
is heard  about A u stra lia ’s 
foreign debt and u n em p lo ym en t 
to recogn ise that it m akes sense 
to buy lo ca lly  w here price and 
service levels are com petitive . 
Local p ub lishers, d istribu to rs 
and  lib rary  supp liers are 
em ployers. L ib rarian s need to be 
aw are that they  are (perhaps 
u n w itt in g ly ) co n trib u tin g  to 
A u stra lia ’s u n em p lo ym en t by 
need lessly  b u y in g  offshore. 
P o litic a lly , m uch  m ore credence 
can be g iven  to lib raries 
argum en ts for g reater fun d in g  if  
taxp ayers’ funds are not been 
sent offshore. M o n ey  spent in 
A u stra lia  rather than  offshore 
creates an d  m ain ta in s jobs;

* o n line  in fo rm ation  and 
co m m un ica tio n  from  A ustra lian  
book supp liers is im p ro v in g  
rap id ly . In te rn ation a l 
b ib lio grap h ic  data is read ily  
availab le  from  various local 
sources and further 
enhancem ents h ig h ligh tin g  
co m p etitiv e ly  p riced  loca lly  
stocked titles shou ld  be released 
w ith in  the year.
For all segm ents o f  the book 

industry , the tim e is righ t to 
question  m an y  estab lished  business 
practices. In p articu la r , lib rarian s 
cu rren tly  b u y in g  offshore should  
review  the ir actions in the ligh t o f  
an im proved local su p p ly  position , 
curren t econom ics and  the book 
industry  and  A u stra lia ’s fu ture . ■

ca ta lo gu er in an in c re a s in g ly  
e le c tro n ic  en v iro n m en t an d  has 
been  e n tit led  S ub ject to Change: 
S ub ject Access a n d  th e Role o f  th e 
C ataloguer

I he co n feren ce  c o m m itte e  is 
co n ven ed  b y  Jan e  L eah y  an d  
in c lu d es L yn n  W a tk in s , B eth  
R eece, R o b yn  E dw ard s, Bev 
B lackw e ll an d  Ju d y  C la y d e n .

For ad d it io n a l in fo rm atio n  
reg a rd in g  the  con feren ce , co n tac t 
can  be m ade  w ith  e ith e r : Jan e  
L eah y , R e id  L ib ra ry , U n iv e rs ity  o f  
W A , p ho n e (09 ) 3 8 0  1 7 8 1 , fax 
(09 ) 3 8 0  1 012 .

T h e  a le r t am o n g  y o u  w ill have 
n o ticed  th a t w e have ch an g ed  from  
the  o r ig in a l dates to  avo id  a c lash  
w ith  the sch ed u led  V A LA  
C o n feren ce . ■

ESSO
scholarships

N TRIES OPEN for the 
1993 Esso scholarships for 
professional staff o f public 
m useum s, galleries and 

libraries. Esso offers two annual 
awards of $12  500, a llow ing the 
successful candidates to pursue a 
program  o f overseas w ork experience, 
research or study.

The scholarships are open to 
curators, conservators, education 
officers, registrars, researchers and 
specialist adm in istration  and related 
staff7em ployed fu ll-tim e in any 
national, state or regional art gallery, 
m useum , lib rary or related institution.

The 1992 Esso scholarships were 
won by G aye Sculthorpe (M useum  of 
V ictoria) and Ebe Kartus (State 
L ibrary o f V ictoria). G aye’s program 
was the study o f m useum s and of 
indigenous people in the U nited 
States. Ebe studied in the L inked 
Kingdom and the U n ited  States on 
the use o f com puter technology to 
enhance and sim p lify cataloguing 
standards.

Entries for the 1993 Esso 
Scholarships close on 29  January,
1993. T he awards w ill be announced 
in M arch , 1993, w ith  the successful 
candidates expected to take up the 
scholarships w ith in  six months.

A brochure g iv ing full details on 
elig ib ility , conditions, selection 
criteria and applications can be 
obtained from the Esso C om m un ity  
Affairs M anager, Lisa Trood, on 
(03) 270  3440 . ■

W here do you get your books?
P eter Lothian  argues th a t local suppliers are  

cheaper and bring benefits to Australia


