Scholarly communication and the E-library

Peter Judge has attended two significant conferences

heir siqnificanc_e lay not only ence. He was in no doubt of the im-
in what they discussed but in Portance of what was at stake, and of-
who attended them. The firt, ~ Tered $5 million to_facilitate the
held in the Australian Academy of Sci- processes of change in lityaries.

ence’s dome in Canbefra on  Dr Peter Lyman who is simulta-

hut. network technologies are till a
limiting cost factor.,

Dr"Douglas Greenberg, of the
American Council of Learned Socie-
ties, identified some problems and

16 April, examined Changes in
Sgpolarly Communication Patterns:
Btralia and the Electronic Library. In-
vited speakers from Australia, the USA
and the UK addressed an invited au-
dience that included some of Austral-
la’s mogt distinguished academics and
senior librarians—more than 150 par-
ticipants in total. _

The conference, as John Shipp
told us, Wwas the brainchild of Eric
\Wainwright, Warren Honon and Co-
lin Steele, further developed at the
Joint Academies’ Library Committee
and intended not onlyas an educa-
tional exercise but as a political oppor-
tunity too.” It almost certainly
sucoeeded in this. It was remarkable in
that, for perhaps the first time in Aus-
tralia, academics and librarians con-
tributed on an equal footingto a major
discussion on the future of libraries
and what this may mean to the proc-
esses of scholarship.

The second conference, on Elec-
tronicscholarl¥ communication: the libr-
ary response, Tollowed on 17 April in
Parliament Houge in Syaney. It in-
cluded some of the Rrewous days’
speakers along with others, It was an
opportunity for the rest of the library
community to take part in the debate,
gnéj at shoit notice a hundred ofthem

Id 50,

In Canberra Australia
and the Electronic
Library .
The Canberra_conference was intro-
duced by Professor Peter Sheehan,
President of the Academy of die So-
cial Sciences and Chairman of the
Consultative Committee of the Aus-
tralian Academies. Radical new com-
puting architectures will compel us to
redefine what is meant by the scholar-
ly leacership of the library communi-
I%/.’ he said, The whole allgnment of
the activities and planning of resources
in libraries, however, is contingent on
having a plan for meeting the chal-
lenges’ which, lie ahead. Stakeholder
participation is particularly important.”
The Hon Ross Free, Minister for
Schoals, Vocational Education and
Training, formally opened the confer-
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neously University Hbrarian, Dean of
Libraries and Head of the Centre for
Scholarly Technology at the Universi-
ty of Southern California, gave an
overview of the changes in scholarly
communication pattern as he saw
them. Scholarly publishing seems to
be slowing down aIthou?h data accu-
mulation s still accelerafing. Publish-
ing in some_fields—business, law,
economics, science and technology—
continue o increase in both (}uantlty
and price, while in fields like the hu-
manities these are decreasing.
Brewster Kahle, the President of
Wide Area Information Servers,
Thinking Machines Corporation,
Massachuisetts, presented a concept for
acorporate information System for un-
trained users to search gigabytes of un-
formatted data residing on distributed
Servers anywhere on d wide area net-
work, giving the Users access to Rer-
sonal, ~corporate, and published
information from a single’ interface.
He explained that the primary goal in
huilding and testing the system Wes to
determine if the technolody’ and infra-
structure existed to make end-user
searching of unstructured information
profitable. He finds that they do exigt

Minister Ross Free opened the conference in

Canberra...

ibilities for the humanist. Elec-
ronic information offers unprece-
dented opgortunmes for hetter
Instruction, better scholarIY commu-
nication andl better acoess to resourc-

UnCovering the serials

John Cox, MD of B H Blackwell (Oxford),
fitted in a pleasant task and marked another
significant E-development

John Cox rushed across the
ANU campus during a well-
timed Conference lunch-break
to launch this new current
awareness and document deliv-
ery service, UnCover, in which
Blackwell is collaborating with
the Colarado Alliance of Re-
search Libraries (CARL). ANU
Library now subscribes, and of-
fers access to the university staff
via Telnet through the campus
network.

UnCover is a database that
provides up-to-date access to the
contents pages of approximately
13000 journals (soon to be
20 000). Within 24 hours of

each issue of a journal received
by the vendor, tables of contents
are entered by CARL into the
UnCover database.

The database can be searched
by keywords to locate tides ofar-
ticles within journals. Arrange-
ments can be made for the foil
text ofarticles, which can be read
only in the print form, to be
faxed direct to users, who are
then charged for that service. De-
livery time is usually made with-
in 24 hours. Alternatively, users
can request articles of journals
not held on campus through the
ANLTS InterLibraiy Loan service
with the normal ILL charges. 1



