
More on THAT Conference!
P e te r M u rd och  h a s  n e w s  o f  i t s  p ro g re s s

egistrations are already being 
received for die 7th National 
Library Technicians Confer­
ence at the Terrace

Inter.Continental in Adelaide,
22-24 September.

The Provisional Program and Reg­
istration Brochure was posted out in the 
week following Easter, and with addi­
tional requests for copies following the 
article in in d te  3 we have already had 
a second print run.

Members o f the Conference Committee working on the final editing o f the 
Registration Brochure. Left to right Peter M urdoch, Elizabeth Collins (Convener), 
Adele Green, Alison Potts and M argaret Wallace.

Vicki Williamson, University Li­
brarian at Curtin University of Tech­
nology, gives the keynote address, Our 
W orking Environment, followed by 
Riina Sciacca’s paper on Management 
and sta ff environment issues relating to 
Library Technicians.

The day will also include partici­
pation in a work environment work­
shop from a choice of eight work focus 
areas. During the afternoon visual- 
based applications of computer tech­
nologies will be demonstrated 
followed by a visit to another academ­
ic, special or public library similar to 
day 1 (see inCite 3 for details).

The Conference Dinner, in Pax­
ton’s Conservatory at historic Ayers 
House, sets the scene for the presenta­
tion of the 1993 D unn and Wilson 
Scholarship. The Library Technician of 
the Year for 1993 will also be an­
nounced.

Act now if you are thinking of at­
tending in September—remember 
Early Bird registration closes on 
30 June. If you require a registration 
brochure or would like further infor­
mation contact the Conference Secre­
tariat, Plevin & Associates Pty Ltd, tel 
(08) 379 8222, fax (08) 379 8177. >

An AIMA special institute for library technicians
JN Ieen Cham bers  d e s c r ib e s  a g re a t  T & D  e v e n t  in  Q u e e n s la n d

hat do a number of enthu­
siastic Queensland library 
technicians have in com­

mon? They were the first partici­
pants in the Australian Information 
Management Association (AIMA) 
Training Institute for Library Tech­
nicians.

AIMA has recognised a need for 
library technicians to participate in 
continuing education and have access 
to staff development programs and has 
introduced a training and develop­
ment course for library technicians. 
This first course, held in Queensland, 
was in two parts with each two-day 
section designed to meet the training 
needs of library technicians at different 
levels of responsibility.

The presenter of the course was 
Christine Crocker, formerly Chief Li­
brarian at the University of Tasmania.

Christine made the sessions very in­
formative, practical and stimulating.

Tne initial two-day course was di­
rected at all library technicians irrespec­
tive of their level of responsibility. The 
areas covered included personal devel­
opment, time management, commu­
nicating with staff and clients, setting 
goals, and problem solving. Partici­
pants needed to complete the initial 
two day program or equivalent before 
undertaking the next section.

lire second two-day program was 
designed for library technicians who 
were in, or who were likely to be in, 
supervisory positions. It covered such 
topics as organising work, setting goals 
and pnorities for the work unit, or­
ganising and controlling staff, and as­
sessing performance. The course was 
presented in a practical fashion using 
experiential learning and was not de­

signed to be academic. Participants 
were encouraged to relate topics cov­
ered back to the workplace and to de­
velop a personal action plan to 
implement when they returned to 
their library.

All the participants enjoyed the 
course and gained hands-on skills that 
they were enthusiastic to put into prac­
tice in their work situation. A further 
benefit was the chance to meet other 
library technicians who previously may 
have been only a voice at the other 
end of the phone.

All the library technicians who at­
tended die AIMA course are grateful 
to Christine for her enthusiasm and to 
AIMA for recognising the library tech­
nicians’ need for training. And a spe­
cial thank you to AIMA for holding 
their first library technicians’ course in 
Queensland! ■
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