More on THAT Conferencel

Peter Murdoch has news of its progress

egistrations are alread beln(i
réceived for die 7th Nationa
Library Technicians Confer-
ence ~ at the Terrace
Inter.Continental i Adelaicle,
22-24 September.

The Provisional Program and Reg-
istration Brochurewas posted out in the
week following Easter, and with addi-
tional requests for copies following the
article in‘indte 3 we have already had
asecond print run.

Members of the Conference Committee working on the final editing of the
Registration Brochure. Left to right Peter Murdoch, Elizabeth Collins (Convener),
Adele Green, Alison Potts and Margaret Wallace.

Vicki Williamson, University Li-
brarian at Curtin University of Tech-
nology, gives the keynote address, Our
Working Environment, followed by
Riina Sclacca’s paper on Management
and staffenvironment issues relating to
Library Technicians. -

The day will also_include partici-
pation in a'work environment work-
shop from a choice ofeight work focus
aress. Dur_mq, the afteroon visual-
based applications of computer tech-
nologies will._be  demonstrated
folloived by a visit to another academ-
ic, special or public library similar to
day L (see inCite 3 for details).

The Conference Dinner, in Pax-
ton's Conservatory at historic Ayers
House, sets the scéne for the presenta-
tion of the 1993 Dunn and Wilson
Scholarship. The Library Technician of
the Year for 1993 will also be an-
nounced. o

Act now ifyou are thinking of at-
tendmgB_m September—remember
Early Bird registration closes on
30Jine. I you"require a registration
brochure or"would like further infor-
mation contact the Conference Secre-
tariat, Plevin & Associates Pty Ltd, tel
(08) 3798222, fax (08) 379 8177. >

An AIMA special institute for library technicians

JNleen Chambers describes a great T& D event in Queensland

hat do a number of enthu-
siastic Queensland library
technicians have in com-
mon? They were the first partici-
ants in the Australian Information
anagement Assqciation (AIMA)
Training Institute for Library Tech-
nicians. ,
_ AIMA has_reco%nlsed a need for
library technicians o participate in
continuing education and have access
to staffdevelopment programs and has
introduced a training and gevelop-
ment course for library technicians.
This first course, held in Queensland,
Wes_in two parts with each two-ay
section designed to meet the t,ramlngz
needs of library technicians at differert
levels of responsibility.
The presenter of the course was
Christine Crocker, formerly Chief Li-
brarian at the University of Tasmania.

%

Christine made the sessions very in-
formative, practical and stimulating.
Tne initial two-day course wes di-
rected at all library techinicians irrespec-
tive of their level of responsibility. The
areas covered included personalevel-
opment, time management, commu-
nicating with staffand clients, settin
goals, and_ problem solvm%. Partici-
R%nts needed to complete the initial
0 day pro%ram or equivalent before
undertaking the next section.
lire second two-dlay program wes
designed for library technicians who
Were in, or who were likely to be in,
supervisory positions. It covered stch
topics as organising work, setting goals
and_ pnorities for the work uriit, or-
ganising and controllln% staff, and as-
Sessing performance, The course wes
presented in a practical fashion using
experiential learning and was not de-

signed to be academic. Participants
Were encouraged to relate topics cov-
ered back to the workplace and to de-
\_/eIoP a personal action plan to
implement when they returned to
their library. _

All the participants enjoyed the
course and gained hands-on' skills that
they were enthusiastic to put into prac-
tice' In their work situation. A further
benefit was the chance to meet other
I|bra%techmuans who previously may
have heen only a voice at the other
endofthepnone.

Al the library technicians who at-
tended die AIMA course are grateful
to Christine for her enthusiasm and to
AIMA for recognising the library tech-
nicians’ need for training. Anda spe-
clal th_ank%ou to AIMA for holding
their first library technicians’ course in
Queenslana! I
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