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A historic birthday lunch

Miss Jean Arnot is still eloquent—and stunning them—at ninety years of age,

writes Janine Schmidt

ean Flemln% Arnot, MBE,

FLAA turned ninet gears of

age on 23 April 1993. Jean

Amot worked at the State
Library of NSW %formerl the Pub-
lic Library of NSW) from
1921-1968, as Extension Librarian,
Ffead Cafaloguer, and Acting
Mitchell lerarlan With her retire-
ment, she became the Honorary Li-
brarian of the Royal Historical
Society. She was a member and
Councillor of the Australian Insti-
tute of Librarians, and a foundation
member of the lerarsy Association
of Australia in 1949, She represent-
ed Australia at the first Internatlon
al . Conference on Cataloguing
Principles at UNESCO in Paris in
1961, was Convener of the Cata-
loguing Code Revision Committe
in"1961, and won British Council
and Carnegie Corporation grants to
study in the UK and USA'In 1948
and 1949,

As well as her professional
achievements, Jean Armot has been
a fireless worker for women’s rights,
She has been an active participant
in the flght for equal pay since
1937, and an advocate for the ad-
vancement of women’s concerns
and social issues. Opportunities
available for women todafy Bartlcu
larly in the professmn of librarian-
ship, were secureg ba/ the front
runners, women like Jean Armot.
She has been involved in_many
women’s clubs and associations
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Jean Arnot speaking at her 90th birthday luncheon come

over the years. Jean Arnot’s many
achievements were recognised by
the award of the MBE in 1965, and
the award of the Fellowship of the
Library Association ol Australia in ?

Jean Arnot is held in great affec-
tion and esteem by her family,
friends and_her_many. colleagues.
The Australian Federation of Busi-
ness and Professional Women and
the National Council of Women of

NSW, with the as-
sistance of the State
Library of NSW,
organised a lunch of
mark her ninetieth
birthday and to
honour” her many
achievements.
There were $0
many people who
wanfed to come
that two lunches
were held, one at
Parllament flouse

Sydney

19Apr|I, and the
second at the
Women’s Club on
23 April 1993, Sur-
rounded by her
family, friends, col-
leaguies and distin-
gwshed quests she
emonstiated the
strength of charac-
ter and purpose for
which she has he-
famous.
Guests Were %ven the copy of a de-
bate in which she participated in
1946, Should both sexes receive equal
payfore ual world

Jean Arnot spoke to all who at-
tended the lunches about the vari-
ous influences on her life, and
showed that she is still a most ac-
complished speaker and that she
has had a full, fortunate and above
all fruitful life. m

DO YOU WANTTO WORK

IN THE UK?

TFPL has aregular demand for temporary
library and information staff.

We require qualified or experienced
people for vacancies which last from a few
days to several months.

Contact Darron Chapman or
Julia Stansfield on 07 1 251 5522 on your
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RECRUITMENT

arrival or whenever you're seeking
library/information work during your stay.

TFPL Recruitment, 22 Peter’'s Lane, London, EC1M 6DS.
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