
Prices and the AGPS

t the end o f  last year, the  
P SA  released its 4 7 th  R e
port, In qu iry into the P ub

lications P ricin g  Policy o f  the A us
tra lia n  G overn m en t P u b lish in g  
Service. Both A L IA  and A C L IS , 
am ongst others, had m ade sub
m issions to this inquiry. O u r rep
resentations w ere set aside in the 
P S A ’s re c o m m e n d a tio n  th a t  
A G P S  d e p a rtm e n ta l c lien ts  be 
’u n tied ’ (section 8 .3 , p 88) T his  
w o u ld  certa in ly  lead to m uch less 
com p lete  b ib liographic con tro l o f  
C o m m o n w e a lth  g o ve rn m e n t  
publications.

A G P S  itself is m ost concerned  
abou t the P SA  recom m endation  
that it ‘be declared under the Prices 
Surveillance Act w ith respect to all 
tied products’. This would have the 
effect that A G P S could not set or 
alter prices w ithout giving the PSA  
2 1 -days notice, together w ith  de
tailed reasons for its proposals. This 
seems like ly  to im pose unw ieldy,

b u reau c ra tic  c o n stra in ts  on  its 
ability  to achieve the type o f  user- 
pays cost recoveries the g overn 
m ent requires o f  it, and d ive rt  
staffing resources into an essen
tia lly  un p rod u ctive  area. A n  In
terdepartm ental C o m m ittee  is be 
called into being to consider this 
and the o th er P SA  recom m en da
tions. In general, the P SA  report 
reflects a m on etarist view  o f  in 
fo rm ation  as a com m o d ity , w ith  
scant recognition  o f  factors such  
as public good o r the need fo r eq
u ity  o f  access.

T he P SA  R eport was one o f  
the m ajo r item s discussed at an 
A G P S -A C L IS  Liaison C o m m it
tee m eeting held in C an b erra  in 
A p ril. O th er m atters includ ed  the  
latest restructure o f  A G P S , once  
again w ith  the aim s o f  m aking  
the o rg a n isa tio n  m ore e ffic ien t  
in tern ally  and m ore responsive to 
the needs o f  its dep artm en tal c li
ents and its cu sto m ers . W h ile

som e concern  m ust be felt about 
the effect on the organisation  o f  
this con tinua l restru ctu rin g , the  
new  m anagem ent does seem very  
c lien t-o rien ted  and certa in ly  ap
peared to w e lco m e in p u t fro m  
the lib rary  profession via this Li
aison C o m m ittee .

T he absence o f  ISSN s in som e  
annual reports and m on ograp hs  
in series, no ted  at th e  previous  
m eetin g , was again d iscussed . 
These are the respon sib ility  o f  the 
au th o r agencies. La T ro b e  U n i
versity L ibrary had com p iled  a list 
o f  titles received since that m eet
ing lacking  ISSN s. A G P S  is to 
annotate this list w ith  the ISSN s 
allocated to those titles, and these 
author agencies w ill then be con 
tacted and advised o f  the need for 
ISSN s to be included.

A t its p rev io u s  m eetin g  the  
C o m m ittee  had requested details 
o f  the end -paper stock used for 
Acts, S ta tu to ry  R ules, H ansard, 
V otes and Proceedings, and Jo u r
nals o f  the Senate, and the arch i
val p ro p e rtie s  o f  th e  b in d in g  
boards used (see in C ite  2 1  S ep 
tem ber 1 9 9 2 ,  p 24 ). It was pleased 
to receive a detailed  report w hich  
ind icated that the m aterials cu r
ren tly  in use have suitable a rch i
val properties.

A t t e n t i o n
O r a n a

s u b s c r i b e r s
Some members who are no longer 
subscribing to Orarui may have re
ceived a copy o f the Volum e 29, N° 2  
M ay 1993  issue. W e  apologise ior any 
inconvenience this may have caused. 
Any copies o f  this issue which are not 
required may be returned to die ALIA  
National Office.

T h e D ir e c to r  G e n e r a l  o f  th e  
N L A  h a s  b e e n  a p p o in t e d  b y  
th e  G o v e r n m e n t  a s  a  m e m b e r  
o f  t h e  A u s t r a l ia n  N a t i o n a l  
C o m m is s io n  fo r  U N E S C O . T his  
a p p o i n t m e n t  is  u n t i l  3 1  
D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 5 .
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