
Mabo film screening
V iv ia n  A ehia  d e s c r ib e s  a b u s y  w e e k  a t  N o rth c o te  L ib r a r y  
c e le b ra t in g  I Y W I P

1993
INTERNATIONAL YEAR 

FOR THE WORLD’S 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

I  /orthcote Library celebrat- 
j  ed the U N  International 

Y  Year o f  the W o rld ’s In
digenous People in early Ju ly  w ith

dience response to the film was 
very enthusiastic. O ne audience 
m em ber was born on C oconut Is
land in the Torres Strait and trav

Judy Bell, Community Programs Librarian, talking to the public at the screen in g  o f  
the film Land Bilong Islanders

a week o f  displays o f  Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander artefacts 
and activities.

There was a booklist and dis
play o f  new books in the Aborigi
nal Studies Collection.

A  film about the M abo land 
rights case called L and  B ilo n g  Is
land ers  was screened on 9 Ju ly  to 
com m em orate National Aborigi
nal Day.

T he film directed by T revor 
Graham , about the High C o u rt 
challenge by the M urray island
ers, follows the court visit to the 
island paradise in the Torres Strait 
and outlines the background be
hind this historic land rights case. 
Sixty people attended and the au

elled all the way from  M orwell to 
see the film.

N o rthco te  L ibrary has had  
fruitful cooperation w ith  the A b 
origines Advancem ent League, a 
m ajor Aboriginal organisation lo
cated in the C ity  o f  Northcote. In 
1 9 8 7 , in con junction  w ith  the 
League, it held an A borig inal 
Awareness W eek  to inform  the 
com m unity o f  issues affecting A b 
origines, and bring cultures to
gether. O ne o f  the most exciting 
aspects o f  that week was the meet
ing o f  elderly Greeks and Italians 
and Aboriginal elders w ho spoke 
to them through interpreters.

Issues o f  culture, spirituality  
and the relationship  w ith  the

‘A NEW PARTNERSHIP’

e a r t h  
w ere o f  
great in
terest to  
the Eu
ropeans.

A  week o f  video screenings, 
talks by em inent Aborigines, and 
prim ary and secondary school ac
tivities culm inated in an Aborigi
nal m usic concert featuring, 
am ong others, A rchie and Ruby  
Roach.

T he lib rary  has also offered  
training opportunities for A borig
ines and assisted the League with  
the organisation o f  their resourc
es. An application to the Library 
Services unit, M in istry  for the  
A rts fo r fu n d in g  to develop a 
Library and Inform ation Service 
at the League will be o f  lasting val
ue if funding is made available.

IYW IP is certainly the appro
priate year to start such a project, 
to be jointly carried out by N orth
cote Library and the League. ■

M ike Friganiotis is m o v in g  
from  the N T  U n iversity  to the 
E nglish fa c u lty  at the D u b ai 
M e n ’s C o lleg e  in the U n ited  
A rab  Em irates, w here he w ill be 
w o rk ing  on applications o f  edu
ca tio n a l te c h n o lo g y  to the  
teaching o f  English, one o f  the 
U A W ’s o ffic ia l languages and  
the language o f  instruction . ■
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M a n a g em en t  a n d  a  r a n g e  o f  s p e c ia l i s t  t e c h n i c a l  su b je c t s .

A h ea d  o n  s e r v i c e  —  t h a t ’s  T a it!
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