
Power through information
N e rid a  Clarke  a n n o u n c e s  a n e w  n a t io n a l n e tw o r k  off in fo rm a t io n  o f f ic e rs ,  
d e liv e r in g  s ta te - o f- th e - a r t  in fo rm a t io n  to  F e d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t d e p a rtm e n ts  
a n d  a g e n c ie s

Zibrarians and information service 
providers in the Federal govern
ment are working together in the 
newly-established Federal Libraries In
formation Network (FLIN) to ensure 
that government officers have the best 

possible access to information resourc
es and technology.

Previously, Federal government li
braries and information services have 
operated informal networks and have 
been involved to some extent in for
mal networks for specific activities such 
as cataloguing.

Forty-live librarians and informa
tion services personnel, representing 
Federal Government Departments 
and Statutory Authorities, have now 
agreed to form the Federal Libraries 
Information Network (FLIN).

FLIN will be modelled on the 
U.S. Federal Library and Information 
Centre Committee (FLICC) which 
was established in 1965 in recognition 
of the need for cooperation and con
certed action among federal libraries

and information services. FLICC now 
represents one thousand federal agen
cy libraries and information centres in 
the U SA

FLIN will be affiliated with the 
Australian Council o f Libraries and In
formation Services. It aims to:
• represent the interests and concerns 

o f member libraries and informa
tion services in wider library and 
government forums;

• develop and implement cooperative 
services and resource sharing activi
ties among Federal libraries and in
formation services;

• serve as a forum to consider issues 
and policies, needs and priorities 
and effective and efficient use o f 
Federal library and information re
sources and services;

• promote access to information by 
government agencies and their staff, 
research and development in the ap
plication o f new technologies and 
information systems and improve
ments in the management o f Feder

al libraries and information services;
• provide expert advisory services to 

members o f FLIN and other organ
isations in such areas as cost-effec
tive procurement o f library 
materials, systems and services, 
standards for library management 
and strategic planning and perform
ance measurement marketing o f  
library and information services;

• foster and facilitate the dissemina
tion o f government publications to 
the wider community.

The FLIN committee is: Chair, 
Judith Miller; Deputy Chair, Roxanne 
Missingham; Committee, Nerida 
Clarke and Merrilyn Chilvers.

The combined purchasing power 
o f Federal government libraries and in
formation services is over 35 million 
dollars per annum. This gives FLIN 
an opportunity to negotiate favoura
ble conditions for the supply o f infor
mation resources, services and 
technology.

Four FLIN Task Forces have been 
established. These are a Copyright Is
sues Task Force (Coordinator Dor
othy Harris), a Network/Database 
Issues Task Force (Coordinator Kay 
Winter), a Collection Development 
Policy Issues Task Force (Coordinator 
John Bartholomaeus) and a Lobbying 
Issues Task Force (Coordinator Ann 
Rutledge).

Membership o f FLIN is open to 
any library or information service 
funded in whole or substantial part 
from Federal funds. The membership 
fee is $75 a year. ■

More Vital 
Link updates
p.4 Queensland Branch Secretary: 

Ms Kit Kugatoff, new phone: (07) 
227 4223; new fax: (07) 227 5217

p. 13 Cataloguers Section New 
South Wales President: Ms Judy 
Engall, New Fax: (02) 543 9294;

p. 15 Education for Library and In
formation Services National and 
Victorian Groups Secretary: M r 
Morris Bellamy, Melbourne City 
Libraries, 12 -18  Meyers Place, 
Melbourne VIC 3000. Ph: (03) 
650 5622; Fax: (03) 650  1 1 12 -

L E T  F A X O N  G I V E  Y O U  

T H E  W O R D !

In more than 60,000 libraries in 90 countries 
around the world, Faxon is the first name in 

serials and information management.
W h y ?

•  Access to over 200,000 periodicals
In c lu d in g  U .S ., E u ro p e a n  a n d  Ja p a n e se  titles.
•  Unique Knowledge Management Services

In c lu d in g  o rd e r in g , c la im in g , c h e ck -in  a n d  
c o n s o lid a te d  s h ip m e n t.

•  Authoritative data on serials
In c lu d in g  p r ic in g  a n d  re la te d  tre n d s .

•  Reliable, personal service
H o w  re lia b le ?  A n d  h o w  p e rs o n a l?

Contact: Carolyne Cohn or David Feighan 
Faxon Australia

5/189 Johnston St 
Fitzroy Vic 3065

Ph: 03 419 3132 
Free: 008 813 211 
Fax: 03 419 3134

f o : c n
Your Gateway to the Whole World of Knowledge
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