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Australian legal words and phrases 1900-1993
J a c q u i  E llio t t , the H ig h  C o u rt  L ib ra ria n , is critical of this n e w  B u tterw o rth s p u b lic a to n

T h is  im p re s s iv e  w o r k  is a 
th r e e  v o lu m e  se t w h ic h  
‘c o n ta in s  o v e r  1 0 0  0 0 0  

w o rd s  a n d  p h ra se s  f r o m  case  la w  
a n d  le g is la t io n ’ (P u b lis h e r ’s N o te ) .  
T h e  n o te  g oes o n  to  s ta te  th a t  ‘A l 
th o u g h  th e  a c tu a l d e f in i t io n  is n o t  
in c lu d e d , th e  c o n te x t  is n o te d  t o 
g e th e r  w i th  th e  s ta tu te  a n d / o r  
ju d g m e n t  fro m  w h ic h  th e  w o r d  o r  
p h ra se  w a s  d e r iv e d ’ .

L e t m e  sa y  a t th e  o u ts e t  th a t  
th is  is a m o s t  a m b it io u s  w o r k .  
W h e n  th e  t i t le  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  it 
s o u n d e d  as i f  it w o u ld  f i ll a gap  in  
A u s tra l ia n  leg a l b ib lio g ra p h y . T h e  
r e a l i ty  is u n f o r t u n a t e ly  th a t  th is  
p u b lic a t io n  is e x p e n s iv e , b u lk y ,  
a n d  o f  ra th e r  l im ite d  use.

T h e  e x p e n s e  is d o u b t le s s  re 
la te d  to  th e  fa c t  th a t  it is in  th re e  
v o lu m e s . T h e  d e c is io n  b y  th e  p u b 
lis h e rs  to  in c lu d e  e v e r y  te r m  in

e v e ry  s ta tu te  h as re s u lte d  in  lists o f  
w o rd s  lik e  ‘ B o a rd ’ ‘ D i r e c t o r ’ ‘ R eg 
is tr a r ’ a n d  ‘C o m m is s io n ’ ta k in g  u p  
fiv e  o r  te n  pages ea ch . T h e s e  pages  
are  in  e ffe c t  p a d d in g . D e f in i t io n s  
o f  s u c h  g e n e ra l w o rd s  a re  u s u a lly  
o n ly  s ig n if ic a n t  w i th in  th e  c o n te x t  
o f  s p e c if ic  a c ts . T h e i r  o m is s io n  
w o u ld  n o t  d e tra c t  f ro m  th e  w o rk .

It is c le a r ly  u s e fu l to  h a v e  a 
b o o k  th a t  re fe rs  th e  u se r to  s ta tu te s  
th a t  d e fin e  p h ra se s  lik e  ‘ tra d e  p ra c 
tices . T h e  m a in  w e a k n e s s  o f  A u s
tra lia n  L egal W ords a n d  Phrases, 
h o w e v e r , is th a t  th e  u ser, o n c e  th e  
r e fe r e n c e  is o b ta in e d ,  c a n n o t  b e  
su re  th a t  th e  w o r d  o r  p h ra se  o n c e  
lo c a te d  is a c tu a lly  d e fin e d . O n e  is 
le f t  w i th  a s u s p ic io n  th a t  th e re  a re  
m a n y  b lin d  re fe re n c e s .

T h e  fe e lin g  o f  in c o m p le te n e s s  
p e rs is ts  w i th  th o s e  w o r d s  a n d  
p h ra se s  w h ic h  h a v e  case re fe re n c e s .

T a k e , fo r  e x a m p le , the p h ra s e  
f r o m  s . 9 2  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n ,  
‘ t ra d e , c o m m e r c e  a n c  ir te rc o u rs e  
a m o n g  th e  S ta te s ’ . T here a re  fo u r  
e n t r ie s  lis te d , e a c h  g iv in g  th e  
s o u rc e  fo l lo w e d  b y  a d iffe ren t case  
n a m e . T h e  f ir s t  case  is Sierton  v. 
H iggins  [ 1 9 6 2 ]  A L R  5 4 . S u r e ly  
th is  p h ra s e  w a s  ju d ic ia lly  c o n s id 
e re d  b e fo re  1 9 6 2 ?

R e fe re n c e  w o rk s  reed  to  sta te  
th e ir  lim ita tio n s  b u t then to  be ex
h a u s t iv e  w i th in  th o se  s t ite d  c o n 
stra in ts. T h is  w o rk  is a bold a tte m p t  
b y  th e  p u b lish e rs  to  f i ll a g tp  in  A u s 
tra lia n  legal b ib liog rap h y , -t is d isa p 
p o in tin g . W h a t  w e  n e e i in A u s tra lia  
is a w o rk  e q u iv a le n t to  S tn u d ’s J u d i
cial D ictionary o f  W o rn  and Phrases 
b u t th a t is a n o th e r  a rc jec t a lto 
g e th e r. P u b lis h e d  b y  3 u tte rw o rth s  
in la te  1 9 9 3  a n d  c o s tn g  $ 3 2 5 . 0 0 .  
(IS S N  1 0 3 9 7 6 0 4 ) .  ■

M o d e r n  L i b r a r y  T e c h n o l o g y  a n d  R e f e r e n c e  S e r v i c e s
V i r g i n i a  W u r t h  review s Sam uel H u a n g 's  n e w  b o o k  in H a w o rth 's  R e f e r e n c e  L ib r a r ia n  S e r i e s

W ith an im p osin g  cover ti
tle an d  such a llu rin g  
chapter headings as ‘C o n 

fessions o f a R eference T ech n o p h ile ’, 
this b ook  was o f f  to a p rom isin g  start 
w ith  this lon g -tim e  techn oholic.

In  the first few  chapters it in tro 
duces the read er to  basic re feren ce  
services using all aspects o f  com p u ter  
tech n o lo g y , in c lu d in g  O P A C s, C D -  
R O M s, o n lin e  search in g , b u lle tin  
boards and the In tern et. S u b seq u en t

chapters deal w ith  tra in in g  o f  lib rary  
s ta ff in the use o f  lib rary  techn ology, 
using lib rary  tech n o log y in the teach
ing o f  u n iversity  curricu la and  exam i
nation  o f  the academ ic lib rarian ’s role  
as an in fo rm atio n  prov ider.

T h e  b o o k  closes w ith  an excellent 
artic le  b y  K le in er sp ecu lating  on  the  
ad v en t o f th e  e lec tro n ic  lib ra ry  and  
the fu tu re  o f  trad ition al libraries, m ak
ing the p o in t that as in fo rm atio n  tech
n o lo g y  p rov id es the m eans to  access

anyth in g , anyw h ere , anyirr.e, libraries 
are becom in g  m ore  centralised w h ile  
th e  users becom e lecentralised . 
K le in er, encourages us to con sid er  
h o w  w e  w ill react to  thi: trend an d  to  
prepare fo r an in creasingy technologi
cal fu ture.

For those in vo lved  ii academ ic li
braries and dealing  w itl in fo rm atio n  
techn o logy at m anagem ent level, this 
b ook  is fo r you . It w ill gi/e you  a basic 
understanding  o f  the cu re n t reference  
services th e o ry  su rro u id in g  lib ra ry  
technologies, and  it w il also prov id e  
several useful and  p ra cica l m an age
m en t m od els w h ich  ha/e been tried  
and tested in o th e r academic libraries. 
Phis w o u ld  be an especidiy useful text 
i f  yo u  w ere  considering in sta llin g  a 
n ew  e lec tro n ic  service >r u p grad in g  
an y o f  yo u r co m p u te r fa llities.

I d id n ’t fin d  the m olels o ffered  as 
re levant fo r the sm aller ch oo l o r spe
cial libraries, h o w ever pm lic librarians 
w ill no  d o u b t get m tch  fro m  the  
m u lti-layered , large-scal< app roach to  
the subject.

M odern Library I  chnology an d  
Reference Services, edited by Sam uel T  
H uang, has been published sim ultan e
o u s ly  in N ew  Y o rk  n 1 9 9 3  b y  
H a w o rth  as The Refereice L ibrarian  
N o. 3 9 . 1 3 9  pp. U S 1 2 4 .9 5  (hb), 
U S $ 1 9 .9 5  (soft). ISB N  - 5 6 0 2 4 - 4 5 8 -
5. (R eview  c o p y  su p p ied  b y  T h e  
H aw o rth  Press Inc.) ■

A L I A / T h o r p e ' s  S o u r c e b o o k s
The success o f Barbara Brady’s Australian Sourcebooks: Social Sciences 
has encouraged the ALIA Press Board and D W  Thorpe to develop an 
Australian Reference Series to publish a range o f key reference tools.
Series E d ito r
ALIA Press seeks a dynamic and energetic Series Editor to develop the 
Australian Reference Series as the source o f reference information for 
Australian libraries, information services and researchers. The success
ful applicant will be well informed about Australian information 
sources and reference needs, have a wide range o f contacts with poten
tial authors and the ability to identify potential books and see them  
through to finished manuscript. Thorpe’s editorial and publishing staff 
will then take the books into publication. If you would like to discuss 
this opportunity, please contact Alex Byrne by telephone on 
(089) 466 192 or fax on (089) 441 317, email alex@library.ntu.edu.au 
or mail to PO Box 41246, Casuarina N T  0812 by 31 March 1994.
A u th o rs  &  M a n u s c rip ts
Authors with manuscripts or ideas suitable for publication in the Aus
tralian Reference Series are also invited to contact Alex Byrne.

mailto:alex@library.ntu.edu.au

