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1994—the Year of the Family
M eg Taylor w r i t e s  f ro m  T a s m a n ia  a b o u t  a n o th e r  l ib r a r y  fa m ily

This c o m p o s ite  p h o to g r a p h  s h o w s  J e a n , M e g  
a n d  P a m — s h a r in g  a lm o s t  a  c e n tu ry  o f  l ib r a r y
se rv ice .

For more than seventy years, 
from 1921  to the present, 
three generations o f  our 
family have been active in the libr
ary field. The founding member o f 
this ‘library fam ily’ was Jean 

A rnot, MBE, FLAA, who joined  
the then Public Library o f  New  
South W ales in 19 2 1 , and pro
gressed through all its depart
ments. She was Head Cataloguer 
o f the State and Mitchell Libraries 
for many years and Acting M itch
ell Librarian between 19 5 6  and 
1958. In 1968  she retired, after a 
long and distinguished career, as a 
librarian and as a fighter for the 
advancement and recognition of 
the role o f women in the w ork
force, especially in the area o f  
‘Equal pay for equal w ork’. O f the 
four daughters in the A rnot fam
ily, Alison, elder sister o f Jean, was 
the only one to marry.

Her daughter, M argaret 
McPherson, was accepted into the 
Library School o f the Public Libr
ary o f N SW , in 1943. This School 
was a predecessor o f the one estab
lished later at the U niversity of 
New South W ales. W ilm a  
Radford was the director; John  
M etcalfe was then the Principal 
Librarian; Phyllis Corner and Jean 
Arnot herself were all lecturers in 
their specialised areas.

From 1943  till 1948, 
M argaret worked in the 
Cataloguing Department 
and Reading Room o f 
the Library. Marriage, 
moving to Tasmania, 
bearing and rearing six 
children, occupied the 
next eighteen years. In 
1966 , she emerged as 
Meg Taylor, working 
part-time in the Country 
Service o f the State Libr
ary o f Tasmania. From 
1972  until her retirement 
in 1991 she was a general 
reference librarian, then 
Art/Music librarian for 
the Tasmanian College o f 
Advanced Education, 
which became part o f the 
University o f  Tasmania 
in 1980.

O ne o f  her six chil
dren was Pamela, who 
graduated from the Aus
tralian N ational Univer
sity in 1973. Pam gained 
her Graduate Dip. Lib. from Can
berra College o f Advanced Educa
tion in 1974 . She then worked at 
the Australian National Library 
and, two years later, at the Baillieu 
Library, o f  the University o f  M el
bourne. A t present, she is Pam 
Arm strong, busy raising three

young sons, and a volunteer at her 
sons’ school library in Sydney, 
helping with data preparation.

As the current three genera
tions o f  this library family look 
speculatively at the numerous 
members o f the fourth generation, 
we w onder...? ■

New training 
service available 
for INMAGIC users
INMAGIC is a software which enjoys wide 
usage in the library and information area. 
Now Enterprise Information Management 
Pty Ltd, operating from offices in 
Willoughby NSW, has become an independ
ent provider of training and consulting serv
ices in INMAGIC, offering NSW users a 
new option in this vital support area.
The directors of Enterprise, Pamela 
Johnstone and Elizabeth Drynan, have many 
years’ experience in training and consulting, 
and will be well known to the majority of 
INMAGIC users. Pamela has five years’ ex
perience in training new users, and Elizabeth 
has extensive experience in library applica
tions and training in advanced features of 
INMAGIC.

NLA extends its 
community liaison
Link-up  n e w s le t te r  is  to  g e t a b ro a d e r  
s u b je c t c o v e ra g e  a n d  a  n e w  m a il in g  l i s t

Z in k -u p , the National Library o f Australia pub
lication, has been broadened to encompass lit
eracy, m ulticultural and disability issues under 

the new title L in k -u p : a  q u a rte r ly  new sle tter p ro v id in g  
a n a tio n a l fo ru m  fo r  the discussion o f  issues re la tin g  to 
literacy, m u lt ic u ltu ra l a n d  d isa b ility  in  A u s tra lia n  l i 
braries.

The new sletter w ill rem ain gratis and the first 
quarterly issue will be published in June 19 9 4 . Due 
to these changes there will not be an April 19 9 4  is
sue.

The NLA C om m unity Liaison Section is revising 
the L in k -u p  mailing list. I f you already receive L in k 
up you will have received a form  to com plete. If not 
contact the Section and ask to go on the mailing list.

The Section is also surveying its readers to iden
tify who reads L in k -u p  and which parts they prefer. 
This seems a first-rate opportun ity  to make a w o rth 
while publication even better. ■


