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A re  w e  n o w  

w eb lio g rap h ers?
M uch ink has been, and is still being 

spilt over w h a t m any of us, as p ro ­
fe ss io n a lly- q u a lif ied  lib ra rian s , 

shou ld  c a ll o u rse lves . T h e  latest angst I 
h ave  read has appea red  in the A u s tra lian  
ve rs io n  o f the O n e  P e rs o n  L ib r a r y  —  a 
new sle tter d riven  by that guru of one-per­
son lib ra rians  in N o rth  A m e r ic a : G u y  
Sa in t C la ir. But it is not Sa in t C la ir  w h o  is 
sp illing  the ink this tim e. It is a n um ber of 
A ustra lian  lib rarians.

W h a t 's  in a nam e I w o n d e r?  D id  I like 
the nam e m y parents chose  for m e w h en  I 
w as  a little g irl? Em p h a t ic a lly  no, p a rticu ­
la r ly  as they d ec id ed  to spell it like a b o y 's  
nam e. But as I g rew  o lde r —  at the rosy age 
of say n in e  years —  I w as  g lad  m y nam e 
w as  spelt like a b oy 's  and  I soon forgot all 
abou t this great sham e in m y life.

So  w h a t has a ll o f this to do  w ith  
W e b lio g ra p h y ?  C a ro lyn  Ko tlas 's  recent a r­
t ic le , O b s e r v a t io n s  o f  'w e b l i o g r a p h e r '  
w h ich  appeared  in the Feb ruary  1997 issue 
of the Sp ec ia l L ib raries A sso c ia t io n 's  I n f o r ­
m a t io n  O u t lo o k ,  suggests that she, as a 
fo rm e r b ib lio g ra p h e r, is e n th u s ia s t ic a lly  
em b ra c in g  w e b lio g ra p h y . A n d  so am  I, 
though  perhaps not in the sam e sense as 
C a ro lyn  Kotlas.

If lib raries a re a w e b  of in fo rm ation , as 
our A us tra lian  L ib ra ry  W e e k  1997 slogan 
states, then w h a t are w e  w h o  are associated 
w ith  lib raries? I d o n 't share C a ro ly n 's  pas­
sion for com p ilin g  and co lle c tin g  b ib liog ra ­
ph ies, but m y b ib lio g ra p h ic a l sk ills  are 
param oun t as I surf the In ternet and  c raw l 
a round  the W e b .

It is just as w e ll I d o n 't h ave  tim e to be 
a p ro fess iona l In te rn e t surfer; g oodness 
know's I n o w  find  that m y m an y  m em b er­
ships to inform ation  lists, as w e ll as d e lv ing  
into  the vag a ries  o f the  w o r ld  w id e  w e b  
take up tim e in m y d ay  p re v io u s ly  spent 
do ing  o ther (m ore p ro d uc tive ?) things. But 
I find  this In ternet a c t iv ity  essen tia l to m y 
pro fess ional life. A nd  I find  m y lib ra ry  and 
records professional background, education

and  tra in ing , essentia l to be ing  an o rg a n ­
ised Internet surfer. Ask m y co lleagues —  if 
they can 't  find a message, they con tact me.
I am  testing m y e-m ail so ftw are 's  c ap a c ity  
to c rea te  and assist in the o rg an isa tion  of 
m y m essage files. I am  cu rren tly  into c o l ­
um n three, w ith  sub-menus for som e dozen 
or so of these head ings. A nd  I add and d e ­
lete m essages and  files , d a ily . I can n o t 
boast the sam e q u an tity  o f bookm arks for 
U R L s  as I tend to keep  o n ly  those vita l to 
m y curren t in fo rm ation  seek ing  needs (for 
exam p le , the A L IA  H o m e  page!)

T h e  need to co m m u n ica te  p lays an im ­
po rtan t part in m y p ro fess io n a l life and  I 
have  found the p o w er of e-mail astounding. 
M a n y  o f m y students n o w  co m m u n ic a te  
w ith  m e v ia  this m ed iu m  —  it g ives m e, 
and them , a m ore substan tive record of ou r 
transaction  than does a p h on e  ca ll. A nd  I 
find  it far less in vas ive  of m y personal and 
w o rk p la ce  soace —  h o w  often do w e  in ter­
rupt a v ita l co n ve rsa t io n  to an sw er the 
p h on e? D o  w e  do the sam e w ith  an e-mail 
m essage? I doub t it.

C a ro ly n  Kotlas, like  those of us w h o  
surf, has found that our search  and retrieval 
skills learned for on-line database search ing 
do not a lw ays  ap p ly  in the w o rld  w id e  w eb  
e n v iro n m e n t. Th is  m akes te a ch in g  W e b  
search ing  a lot of fun for the students and 
the teacher.

M ost o f us n o w  realise that w e  can n o t 
ignore these n ew  in fo rm ation  techn o log ies  
and I have  read your letters o f apprec ia tion  
for our A ssoc ia tion 's  w e b  site, A L iA n et, and 
for Kerry W e b b 's  pages in in C i te ,  as efforts 
to keep you  up-to-date w ith  these changes.

W h a t  a fa sc in a tin g  p ro fess ion  w e  b e ­
long to. Little d id  I kn o w  that w h en  I surfed 
S yd n e y 's  northern b eaches as a youngster 
and  c o lle c te d  she lls  to be m e ticu lo u s ly  
ca ta lo g u ed  and  filed , that I w o u ld  be a 
surfer of a different kind in m y later life. I'm  
qu ite  happy  to rem ain  a lib rarian  w h o  uses 
her ed u ca tion , tra in ing  and skills in m any 
w a ys  in the e le c tro n ic  en v iro n m en t. ■
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