
Things are different 
in the Territory
Robbie Braithwaite, senior reference librarian

I t is often said that the Northern Territory is 
different. W itness the recent euthanasia leg­
islation, for a start. One thing that is certainly 

different is the Territory's parliamentary library 
service. Known as the Northern Territory Li­
brary, and comprising both the State and Par­
liam entary Library service in one joint-use 
facility, it is unique in the Australian context.

The first parliamentary library in the Terri­
tory was established in 1963 as the Legislative 
Assembly Library, and was the responsibility of 
the C lerk of B ills and Papers. At the time of

The c o m b in e d  N o rth e rn  Te rrito ry  Library a n d  P arliam en t B u ild ing

self-government in 1978 it was still very small. 
In 1980 the Department of Chief M inister's Li­
brary was set up to serve the Administrator, 
Ministers, and Members of the Legislative As­
sembly. The two libraries amalgam ated in 
1987 to become the Parliamentary Library of 
the Northern Territory, with a staff of two (later 
increased to three) and a collection w hich in­
cluded approximately 13 000 monograph ti­
tles.
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The stage for the most recent make-over 
w as set more than five years ago when the 
Northern Territory Governm ent announced 
that the State Reference Library, the largest 
public library in the Territory, w ould  relocate 
to the new Parliament House building and 
merge with the Parliam entary Library. After 
years of planning and discussions, the new 
entity opened its doors to the public in early 
lanuary 1995.

Since the creation of the Northern Territory 
Library, the twenty-five members of the Legis­
lative Assembly and other Legislative staff, the 
staff of the Chief M inister's Department, and 
the staff of the Office of the Administrator have 
had access to all the newly-combined facilities

and staff w ith in  the library. These, of course, 
are much expanded on w hat was ava ilab le  
previously. The staff now  numbers nineteen 
full-time positions, not including techn ical 
services, e lectron ic  information access, and 
planning and support services staff, w ho are 
housed in another building across from Parlia­
ment House.

The Northern Territory Library provides 
access to a general collection  of over 70 000 
monographs; reference services, includ ing a 
large range of C D -RO M  and on-line databases;

the Northern Australia Collection, 
a com prehensive co llection  of 
publications relating to the Terri­
tory, plus computer-based in­
dexes to the N T  N e w s  and the 
collection  of over 50 000 histori­
cal photographs; inter-library 
loans; over 2500 current serial ti­
tles and ninety current new spa­
pers, m any with years of back is­
sues ava ilab le ; Australian 
Com m onw ealth  and State gov­
ernm ent publications, including 
A BS  titles; and the Thea Schmitz 
C o llec tion  of rare and va luab le 
books.

There are a number of serv­
ices aim ed specifica lly  at M em ­
bers. They include the production 

of a current awareness bulletin and research 
papers; a clippings service; a vertical file serv­
ice; a collection of government publications; a 
serials circulation service; a loans service; par­
liamentary databases; and a lobby room serv­
ice. The latter involves the display of a selec­
tion of current journals, occasional papers, 
research papers, and relevant articles from pe­
riodicals and newspapers in both lobby rooms. 
Also availab le to the Members are hotline tel­
ephones w ith  d irect access to the reference 
desk which is staffed for extended hours during 
sittings. Extensive use is now being made of the 
Internet tor research purposes, and this is ex­
emplified by the research carried out by North­
ern Territory Library librarians to gather infor­
mation required in the formative stages of the 
Northern Territory's euthanasia legislation, l i­
brary staff w ere largely instrumental in getting 
the text of the legislation made available on the 
W orld  W id e  W e b .

The Northern Territory Library is, like many 
other aspects of Territory life, different. If O ED  
definitions are to be used, w e would like that 
difference to be thought of as not so much 'd i­
vergent' or 'un like ', but rather 'out of the ordi­
nary, special'. s
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