
W ebb s w eb

I t  w i l l  be a  n a t io n a l  

event, o f in te re s t to  

l ib ra r ia n s ,  

p u b lish e rs , 

m u lt im e d ia  

developers, 

representa tives o f  

c u l tu r a l  d e s titu tio n s , 

a n d  m em bers o f the  

w id e r c o m m u n ity . . .

C o p y r i g h t  r e f o r m
T w o  press re leases  a r o u n d  th e  e n d  o f  

A p r i l  h a ve  p r o m is e d  tha t  A u s t ra l ia  w i l l  

h a v e  s o m e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  m o s t  a d 

v a n c e d  In te rn e t  le g is la t io n  as a resu l t  o f  re

f o r m s  to  i m p r o v e  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  c o p y r i g h t  

m a te r ia l .  T h e y  are 'C o p y r ig h t  re fo rm  an d  the 
i n f o r m a t io n  e c o n o m y '  at h t t p : / / w w w . d c a . 

g o v . a u / m e d i a r e l / 9 8 / 0 6 4 . h t m l  a n d  'C u l t u r a l  

sec to r  b o o s te d  by  p ro g re s s iv e  c o p y r i g h t  re

f o r m '  at h t t p : / /w w w .d c a .g o v .a u /m e d ia r e l / 9 8 /  

0 6 9 . h t m l .  As o u t l i n e d  in th is  press re lease, 

th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m u n ic a t i o n s  an d  the 

A r ts  w i l l  be c o n d u c t i n g  th e  C o p y r ig h t  a n d  

th e  e le c t ro n ic  im a g e  fo ru m  in C a n b e r ra  on  

2 9  July  1 9 9 8  at the  N a t io n a l  G a l l e r y  o f  A u s 

t ra l ia .  It w i l l  be  a n a t io n a l  e v e n t ,  o f  in te res t 

to  l ib ra r ia n s ,  p u b l is h e rs ,  m u l t im e d i a  d e v e l 

opers ,  re p rese n ta t ive s  o f  c u l tu ra l  ins t i tu t ions ,  

a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  w i d e r  c o m m u n i t y .  For 

fu r t h e r  i n f o r m a t io n ,  see h t t p : / / w w w . d c a . 

g o v .a u / c m c / f r a m e s / f o r u m .h tm l .

D ig ita l  l ib ra r ie s  r eso u r ce s
If y o u  w a n t  to  ke e p  u p  w i t h  w h a t 's  h a p p e n 

in g  w i t h  d ig i t a l  l ib ra r ie s ,  t ry  th e  D ig i ta l  L i 
b r a r y  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  R e so u rce s  p a g e  at 

h t t p : / /w w w .c a n is . u iu c .e d u /~ b g r o s s /d l / . It has 

in fo rm a t io n  o n  the  D ig i ta l  L ib ra r ies  In i t ia t ive ,  

se lec t  d ig i t a l  l i b ra r y  p ro je c ts ,  a l is t o f  f o r t h 
c o m in g  d ig i t a l  l i b ra r y  c o n fe re n c e s ,  an d  best 

o f  a l l ,  p r e v io u s  d ig i t a l  l i b r a r y  c o n fe r e n c e s  
w i t h  o n l i n e  p r o c e e d in g s .  D e f i n i t e l y  w o r t h  

b o o k m a r k in g .

O n e  o f  t h e  d ig i t a l  l i b r a r y  s i tes l i n k e d  

f r o m  th e  p a g e  is C o l u m b i a  U n iv e r s i t y 's  
P ro je c t  B a r t le b y  (h t t p : / / w w w . c o l u m b i a . e d u /  

a c is /b a r t le b y / ) ,  a l i b ra r y  o f  c lass ic  l i te ra tu re  

in h y p e r te x t  (I p a r t i c u la r l y  e n jo y e d  Keats ' l i t 
t l e - k n o w n  t r a v e lo g u e  'T o  K o s c iu s k o ' ) .

Library Philosophy and Practice
L ib ra r y  P h ilo s o p h y  a n d  P ra c t ic e  ( h t tp : / /  

w w w . u i d a h o . e d u / ~ m b o l i n / l p & p . h t m ) is a 

n e w  p e e r - r e v ie w e d  e le c t ro n ic  jo u r n a l  w h i c h  

w i l l  a p p e a r  t w i c e  a yea r,  w i t h  th e  in i t ia l  is

sue la te r  in 1 9 9 8 .  T h e y  have  issued a ca l l  fo r  

p a p e rs  fo r  t h e  s e c o n d  issue, d u e  in e a r ly  

1 9 9 9 .  T h e  d e a d l i n e  is 1 A u g u s t  1 99 8 .

T h e West Report o n lin e
T h e  A u s t ra l ia n  G o v e r n m e n t - in i t i a t e d  R e v ie w  

in to  F f ighe r  E d u c a t io n  F in a n c in g  an d  P o l ic y  

is n o w  c o m p le te ,  an d  th e  f in a l  re p o r t  o f  the 

W e s t  C o m m i t t e e  is at h t t p : / / w w w . d e e t . 
g o v . a u / d i v i s i o n s / h e d / h e r e v i e w / t o c . h t m  in 

F-ITML a n d  P D F v e r s io n s .  T h e  R e p o r t  w as  

d iscussed  at a N a t io n a l  S c h o la r ly  C o m m u n i 

c a t i o n  F o ru m  R o u n d  T a b le  S eam s in  th e  

se a m le ss : te c h n o lo g y  a n d  d e liv e ry .  S o m e  o f  

th e  p a p e rs  a re  a v a i l a b l e  at h t t p : / /  

w w w .a s a p .u n im e lb .e d u .a u /n s c f / r o u n d ta b le s /  

ro u n d ta b le _ 8 .h tm .  It 's be en  re po r te d  th a t  the 

R epo r t  c o u ld  ha ve  g iv e n  m o re  c o n s id e ra t io n  

to  the  im p a c t  o f  n e t w o r k in g  t e c h n o lo g ie s  on 

e d u c a t io n  a n d  a lso  th e  ser ia ls  fu n d in g  cris is.

T h e d ig ita l e c o n o m y
T h e  US D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  has re 

leased a re p o r t  t i t l e d  The  e m e rg in g  d ig i t a l  
e c o n o m y  (h t t p : / / w w w . e c o m m e r c e . g o v /  

e m e rg in g .h tm )  to  ' d o c u m e n t  the  im p o r ta n c e  

o f  i n fo rm a t io n  te c h n o lo g ie s  to  the  e c o n o m y ,  

businesses a n d  c o n su m e rs . '  The repor t  traces 

th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  the  In te rne t ,  h o w  b u s i 

nesses are u s in g  e le c t r o n i c  c o m m e r c e ,  an d  
the  use o f  the In te rne t to  d e l iv e r  d ig i ta l  go ods  

an d  serv ices as w e l l  as ta n g ib le  goods .  In a d 

d i t i o n ,  the  re p o r t  e x a m in e s  h o w  in fo r m a t io n  

t e c h n o l o g y  has a f fe c te d  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  

w o rk e rs .

M e a n w h i l e  on  th is  s ide  o f  the  p o n d ,  w e  

had o u r  o w n  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  the  O n l i n e  In 

f o r m a t io n  E c o n o m y ,  the  E -C o m m e rc e  S u m 

m i t .  T h e  w e b  pages are  at h t t p : / /  
e n a b l in g a u s t r a l ia . te ls t r a . c o m .a u /  a n d  the re 's  

a fa i r  b i t  o f  use fu l  c o n te n t  the re ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t ra n s c r ip ts  o f  m a n y  o f  the  speeches ,  p re s e n 
ta t io n s ,  an d  Q  &  A  sessions.

O n lin e  u n iv e r s it ie s
A  re p o r t  at h t t p : / / w w w . n e t w o r x . o n . c a /  
- j w a l k e r / d i g d i p l . h t m  d e s c r ib e s  in  s t ro n g  

te rm s  s o m e  re c e n t  o n l i n e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in 

N o r th  A m e r ic a n  in s t i tu t io n s .  Th e  c ru x  o f  the  

re p o r t  is an a r t i c le  by  D a v id  N o b le ,  a C a n a 

d ia n  h is to r ia n .  O n e  o f  h is c o m m e n t s  is th a t  
'F e w  s tu d e n ts  re a l ise  th a t  t h e i r  c o m p u t e r -  

based cou rses  are o f ten  t h in ly  ve i le d  f ie ld  t r i 

als fo r  p r o d u c t  an d  m a rke t  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  tha t 
w h i l e  th e y  a re  s tu d y in g  th e i r  cou rses ,  t h e i r  

c o u rs e s  are s tu d y in g  t h e m ' .  I c a n  see h o w  

th is  m a y  o f f e n d  so m e  p e o p le ,  b u t  it s o u n d s  

l i k e  c o m m o n  sense to  me. T h e  a r t ic le  is w e l l  

w o r t h  re a d in g .

N a tio n a l L ib ra ries sy m p o siu m
'A g e  o f  in f o r m a t io n  a n d  n a t io n a l  l i b r a r i e s '  

w a s  a s y m p o s iu m  h e ld  a t  th e  
O s t e r r e i c h is c h e  N a t i o n a l b i b l i o t h e k  in V i 

e n n a  in A p r i l .  A  re p o r t  a n d  s u m m a r y  o f  th e  

p re s e n ta t io n s  is p resen ted  in a ra th e r  a t t r a c 

t i v e  s i te  at h t t p : / / w w w . o n b . a c . a t / n e w s e v /  

s ym p o 1 /s y 1  f r . h tm .

T E R E N A  to o ls
T h e  T E R E N A  (T ran s -E u rop ean  R esearch  a n d  

E du ca t io n  N e tw o r k in g  A sso c ia t io n )  has been 

p r o v i d i n g  a ' G u i d e  to  n e t w o r k  r e s o u rc e  

t o o l s '  f o r  seve ra l  yea rs .  A t  its s i te  ( h t t p : / /  

w w w . t e r e n a . n l / l i b r / g n r t / ) th e re 's  a w e a l t h  o f  

g u id a n c e  o n  h o w  to  ge t th e  m o s t  o u t  o f  

s e a rc h in g  th e  In te rne t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a f u l l - t e x t  

sea rch  f a c i l i t y  fo r  the  site.

G rea t n ew s!
T h e  US c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  g ia n t  M C I  has re 

p o r te d  th e  re su l ts  o f  a d e m o g r a p h i c  s tu d y  
c o n d u c te d  u n d e r  its L ib r a ry L IN K  p r o g ra m .  It 

says th a t  the  use o f  p u b l i c  l ib ra r ies  fo r  I n t e r 

ne t access in the  US has inc re ased  by  m o re  

tha n  5 0 0  pe r  c e n t  s ince  1 9 9 6 .  S ix teen  p e r 

c e n t  o f  the  re sp o n d e n ts  in the  had accessed
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the Internet through an access po int o ther 
than hom e, w ork  or school, and alm ost half 
of that num ber had used the pub lic  library as 
their 'a lte rna tive ' access point. It w o u ld  be 
interesting to see w hat the Austra lian  figures 
w o u ld  be.

D a te s  fo r  lib rary  c o n fe re n c es?
A ctually , w e 're  talking about the sort of dates 
you  find on ca lenda rs —  w e ll you know  
w h a t I m ean. C h eck  out the lib ra rian 's  
datebook  at h ttp ://w w w .hsl.unc.edu/lib ca l. 
htm. T hey  list events (regional, national, in 
te rna tiona l) as far out as 2006, in c lud in g  
A L IA 2 0 0 0 .

. . .  and  fo r  k n o w le d g e  m a n a g e m en t
If you w an t to keep pace w ith  the fast-mov
ing w o rld  of k n o w led g e  m anagem ent, see 
the ir m eetings W e b s ite  at h ttp ://w w w . 
dream scape.com /burton/km m eet.htm .

A n sw e r s  for  k id s
The A LA  has a site ca lled  'Ask K idsC onnect' 
that looks pretty useful. It's run by the A m eri
can  Association of Schoo l L ibrarians (AA SL), 
w ith  assistance from a few  other bodies, in 
c lu d in g  M icroso ft. Enqu irers are asked to 
subm it their questions via  e-mail, and one of 
the A ssociation 's vo lunteers replies w ith in  a 
coup le  o f days w ith  a list of appropriate re
search m aterials, inc lud ing  Internet sources. 
See  it at h ttp ://w w w .a la .o rg / IC O N N / 
AskKC .h tm l.

D ig ita l  c o lle c t io n s  s tu d y
T he U K  Arts and H u m an ities  D ata Se rv ice  
(A H D S ) has been carry ing  out a study into 
the needs for digital a rch iving , on behalf of 
the Jo in t In fo rm ation  System s C om m ittee . 
The pub lic  consu ltation  draft o f this study, 
'D ig ita l co lle ctio n s : strategic p o lic y  fram e
w ork  for creating and preserving d igital re
sou rces ' is now  a v a ila b le  on the W e b  at 
h ttp ://ahds.ac .uk/m anage/fram ew ork .h tm . 
C om m ents and add itions for inco rporation  
are w e lco m e  and should be sent to the au 
thors by the end of June.

A n d  sta n d a r d s and p r e se rv a tio n
A H D S  has also released tw o  new  pages on 
Standards for the Interchange of D igital Infor
mation (http://ahds.ac.uk/resource/standards. 
htm l) and D ig ita l Preservation  (http://ahds. 
ac.uk/resource/preserve.htm l). The Standards 
page lists organ isations w h ich  are w o rk ing  
on re levant standards for the interchange of 
cu ltural resource m ateria l. These standards 
co ve r techn ica l standards, data do cu m en ta 
tion standards, and contro lled  vocabu laries. 
The preservation page is a revised set of ref
erences to international resources and in itia
tives on the preservation of digital resources.

A s ia - P a c i f i c  s i t e
The A B C  has been doing a lot o f good w ork  
on their W e b  site, w h ic h  is g en e ra lly  w e ll 
designed and inform ative, even  though they

don 't update the new s com p onen t as often 
as they should. O n e  new  feature is the news- 
based co m p an io n  site to R ad io  A ustra lia 's  
program 'Asia-Pacific ', w ith background fea
tures and news headlines (unfortunately also 
not updated q u ick ly ). See for you rse lf at 
h t t p : / / w w w . a b c . n e t . a u / r a / a s i a p a c /  
default.htm .

L ega l in lo r m a tio n  o n lin e
Ron Huttner, a V ic to r ian  so lic ito r, barrister 
and a ca d e m ic , has put together an ex ten 
sive  site o f o n lin e  legal resources at http:// 
w w w . la w .u n im e lb . e d u . a u / r e s e a r c h /  
research .h tm l. It starts w ith  a list o f A ustra l
ian legal sites (A U S T L II,  courts, p a r liam e n 
tary bod ies) and then covers co n tem p o ra ry  
issues such  as the w a te rfro n t d ispu te  and 
N a tive  T itle , w ith  links to the hom e pages 
o f the o rgan isations in vo lved  and  to press 
releases and transcripts and d ec is ions of re
lated court proceedings. It then covers other 
A u s tra lian  issues and  f in a lly  lists a large 
num b er of in ternational legal resources.

M o re  on  th e  m e ta d a ta  thread
T he  A R IA D N E  p ro je c t, su p p o rted  by the 
Eu ro p ean  U n io n  T e le m a tic s  fo r A p p l ic a 
tions P rog ram , has re cen tly  p u b lish ed  its 
re co m m e n d a tio n s  for e d u c a t io n a l m e ta 
data  at h ttp :/ / a r ia d n e .u n il.ch . A R IA D N E  
has a d is tr ib u ted  d a tab ase  o f reu sab le  
p ed ag o g ica l docum en ts  ca lle d  the K n o w l
edge Poo l System , consis ting  of the d o c u 
m ents th em se lve s  and a d e ta ile d  
d e sc r ip t io n s  o f these  d o cu m en ts . The  
A R IA D N E  m etadata  set e x p lic it ly  refers to 
the D u b lin  co re  e lem en ts  and  adds a d d i
t io n a l e lem en ts  to this base set, based on 
ex p e rien ce  in p ractica l experim ents during 
the last tw o  years.

O n e  feature of the deve lopm ent is a soft
w a re  tool for insertion of m etadata by end 
users. The sam e too l, d eve lo p ed  as a Java 
ap p lic a tio n , can  also be used to query  the 
Know ledge  Pool System . Com m ents and re
actions by the D u b lin  core co m m u n ity  are 
m ost w e lc o m e  and can  be sent to the ad 
dress at the site.

P o ll b y  USA Today
Late in A p ril, the USA Today n ew sp ap er 
conducted  an on line  poll to ask for op in ions 
about lib ra ries ' use of filtering softw are on 
the In ternet term inals . The results b road ly  
opposed the use of the software w ith  around 
sixty per cent saying that it should  not hap 
pen. This is heartening, until you  start co n 
sidering  w h ic h  group is most lik e ly  to be 
responding to such a poll, that is those w h o  
are a lre ad y  using the Internet on a regular 
basis. And the results m ay have been skewed 
by messages that w en t out to a num ber of li
b rarians lists urging peop le  to vo te . W e  
h aven 't heard the last of this one. ■

The rerultr broadly 
op pared the are of the 
roftware with around 
oixty per cent raying 

that it rhould not 
happen...

The ALIA home pages and 

the ALIA web service, 
ALIAnet, can be found at the 

following URL: 

http://www.alia.org.au/

S A V E  YO URSELF  
THE TROUBLE O F  

T Y P IN G  THESE  
URLS!

This column (with associated 

hyperlinks) is on ALIAnet, 
and has the URL of 
http://www.alia.org.au/ 
incite/wwww/

[Please note that full-stops at 
the end of any URL or e-mail 
addresses, or underlines, 
appearing in inCite should 

NOT be used]

Contributions and 

suggestions for this column 

are always welcome. Please 

e-mail Kerry Webb at
kerry.webb@alianet.alia.org.au 

or via the ALIA National 

Office, incite@alia.org.au

/ / /  CUT/£*rJune 1998 29

http://www.hsl.unc.edu/libcal
http://www
http://www.ala.org/ICONN/
http://ahds.ac.uk/manage/framework.htm
http://ahds.ac.uk/resource/standards
http://ahds
http://www.abc.net.au/ra/asiapac/
http://www.law.unimelb.edu.au/research/
http://ariadne.unil.ch
http://www.alia.org.au/
http://www.alia.org.au/
mailto:kerry.webb@alianet.alia.org.au
mailto:incite@alia.org.au

