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I  seem  to have  spent th is w e e k  a n 
sw e r in g  students ' q uestions re lated  
to the  se cu rity  o f the  in te rn e t —  

the ir in fo rm ation  te ch n o lo g y  ass ign 
m ent is due. N o , w e  d o n 't  h ave  an y  
N e t N an n y- typ e  filte ring  so ftw are  to 
contro l access to internet sites —  tales 
o f the  so m etim es  h u m o ro u s  resu lts 
w h ic h  c o m e  from  such  se cu r ity  are  
legendary  w ith  access be ing  in ad vert
en tly  d en ied  to a lm ost an y , e ven  the 
m ost innocen t, sites.

T h e  schoo l lib ra ry  is the p rin c ip a l 
in fo rm ation  sou rce  w ith in  the schoo l 
and  teacher- lib ra rians  there fo re  h ave  
a re sp o n s ib ility  to p ro v id e  b road  a c 
cess to current, accu rate , re levant and 
t im e ly  in fo rm atio n . It is essen tia l to 
in c lu d e  the in ternet w ith in  th is, and  
lib ra ry  staff h a v e  had to fa m ilia r is e  
th em se lves  w ith  the  in ternet and  all 
its cap ab ilitie s . In som e instances this 
has g iven  them  an assum ed  su p e rv i
sory role, but this m isses the essentia l 
ro le . T e a ch e r- lib ra r ia n s  are  w e ll 
p la c e d  to tea ch  s tuden ts to a cce ss

and organ ise  in fo rm ation  successfu lly  
and to e va lu a te  the in fo rm ation . D i 
re c tin g  staff an d  studen ts to usefu l 
sites —  w e  h ave  books o f addresses 
o rgan ised  by 'k e y  lea rn ing  areas ' d is 
p la yed  p ro m in e n t ly  in the lib ra ry , a 
w eb s ite s  n o tice  board  fo r sen io r stu 
dents, a 'W e b s ite  o f the W e e k ' on the 
staff n o tice  b o a rd , usefu l sites a re  
b o o k m a rk e d  on co m p u te rs  —  is a 
p o s it iv e  a p p ro a c h  to s tuden t use of 
the  in te rn e t. T ra in in g  sess ions fo r 
te a ch e rs  and  the  in teg ra tio n  of 
in te rn e t sites in to  in fo rm a tio n  sk ills  
te a ch in g  a lso  e n c o u ra g e s  e ffe c t iv e  
use. It is this cu rr icu lu m  link w h ic h  is 
c ru c ia l —  and  w h ic h  shou ld  be the 
fo cu s o f the  lib ra ry  tea ch in g . T h is  is 
reg u la tion  in the broadest sense.

M o re  d ire c t reg u la tion  is in part a 
response to the fear that adverse  p u b 
lic ity  m ay  c au se  m ore  restricted  a c 
cess to th e  in te rn e t. S c h o o ls  g e n e r 
a l ly ,  bu t not u n iv e rs a lly  h av e  
'a c ce p ta b le  user-po lic ies ' for students 
u s ing  the in te rn e t. It is e ssen tia l to

h ave  regu lated  a ccess  —  p roced u res  
c o v e r in g  in a p p ro p r ia te  use and  
ab u se , tim e- w a stin g , p lag ia r ism , 
copyrigh t, au tho rity  o f sites, tim e-lim 
its on  m ach in es , tim es and extent o f 
a c ce ss  to c h a t  and  e-m ail, and  sy s 
tem s for m on ito ring  these. In our case  
the  'b e a d y  e y e ' w o rk s  qu ite  w e ll and 
o ften  red fa ce s  are  en o u g h  to g ive  
a w a y  a student w h o  has found  a site 
w h ic h  th ey  rea lise  m a y  be in a p p ro 
priate.

It is not so m u ch  that te a ch e r- li
b rarians have  an assum ed supervisory 
ro le , but ra ther that in m an y  schoo ls  
the lib rary —  the resource centre —  is 
w h e re  the  in te rn e t h ap p en s  and  so 
tea ch e r- lib ra rian s  h ave  had to put in 
p la ce  p o lic ie s  and  p ro ced u res  w h ic h  
m ax im ise  its e ffec tive  use. W ith in  this 
fra m e w o rk  it is o u r re sp o n s ib ility  to 
gu ide  student use of the in ternet w ith  
a p p ro p r ia te  tra in in g  fo r su ccessfu l 
sea rch in g , re trieva l and  use of in fo r
m ation  —  as w e  do  w ith  an y  in fo rm a
tion  resou rce . ■
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