The ‘beady ey e

principle

Kris Johnstone, president, ALIA National Schools Section.

| seem to have spent this week an-

swering students' questions related

to the security of the internet —
their information technology assign-
ment is due. No, we don't have any
Net Nanny-type filtering software to
control access to internet sites — tales
of the sometimes humorous results
which come from such security are
legendary with access being inadvert-
ently denied to almost any, even the

most innocent, sites.

The school library is the principal
information source within the school
and teacher-librarians therefore have
a responsibility to provide broad ac-
cess to current, accurate, relevant and
timely information. It is essential to
include the internet within this, and
library staff have had to familiarise
themselves with the internet and all
its capabilities. In some instances this
has given them an assumed supervi-
sory role, but this misses the essential
Teacher-librarians are

role. well

placed to teach students to access

and organise information successfully
and to evaluate the information. Di-
recting staff and students to useful
sites — we have books of addresses
organised by 'key learning areas' dis-
played prominently in the library, a
websites notice board for senior stu-
dents, a 'Website of the Week' on the
sites are

staff notice board, useful

bookmarked on computers — is a
positive approach to student use of
the internet.

Training sessions for

teachers and the integration of

internet sites into information skills
teaching also encourages effective
link which is
and which should be the

focus of the library teaching. This is

use. It is this curriculum
crucial —

regulation in the broadest sense.

More direct regulation is in part a
response to the fear that adverse pub-
licity may cause more restricted ac-
cess to the
but

internet. Schools gener-

ally, not universally have

'‘acceptable user-policies' for students
It is essential to

using the internet.

Introducing ERIN and
Informit Online

RN el cticd Rsaues &lrfonation vk is
your Internet gateway to Australian, Southeast Asian and
New Zealand informetion, including over 50 databases
published as part of Irfamit Qlire

For the first time, these leading research resources are
available from a single Internet service.

During July, many of the Irfamnit lirBdatabases are available free

for searching.

have regulated access — procedures

covering inappropriate use and

abuse, time-wasting, plagiarism,
copyright, authority of sites, time-Ilim-
its on machines, times and extent of
access to chat and e-mail, and sys-
tems for monitoring these. In our case
the 'beady eye' works quite well and
often red faces are enough to give
away a student who has found a site
which they realise may be inappro-

priate.

It is not so much that teacher-li-
brarians have an assumed supervisory
role, but rather that in many schools
the library — the resource centre — is
where the internet happens and so
teacher-librarians have had to put in
place policies and procedures which
maximise its effective use. Within this
framework it is our responsibility to
guide student use of the internet with
appropriate training for successful
searching, retrieval and use of infor-
mation — as we do with any informa-

tion resource. [ ]

Your web browser can now
be your access to subjects
that include:
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Misit http:/Amwv.erin.comau for a ful list of databases, subscription informa-
tion and the opportunity to trial the databases.
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