
C o lle c tio n  g u id e s
T he N ationa l Film  and Sound A rch ive  co llects and pre­

serves a large co llection  of aud iovisual material dating 
from the 1890s to the present day. The A rch ive  uses 

the integrated co lle c t io n  m anagem ent system  M A V IS  
(M erged A ud io  V isual Inform ation System ) to accession  and 
cata logue m oving image, recorded sound and d o cu m en ta ­
tion m aterial in a consistent m anner. C urren tly  325 000 in ­
d iv idua l items are described in M A V IS  inc lud ing  all formats 
of film , v id eo , aud io  tape, d isc, docum en ta tion  and e le c ­
tron ic m edia. The 'ca ta log ue ' is accessib le  through the CD- 
R O M  'Cu ltu ra l connections ' and the A rch ive  is p lann ing  to 
m ake M A V IS  accessib le  through the internet in 1 999.

To supplem ent the C D - R O M  cata logue the A rch ive  pro­
duces printed co llection  guides to target specific areas of the 
co llection  for m ore deta iled  descrip tion . The printed guides 
meet several needs: the quality  of data entry is im proved; a c ­
cess is prom oted to targeted areas of the co lle c t io n ' specific 
c lien t requests are satisfied by researching and d raw ing  to ­
gether inform ation not eas ily  accessed through subject and 
keyw ord  searches; a specific  'hard co p y ' market is reached; 
exhib itions are accom p an ied  by re levant research and infor­
m ation ; and the co p y in g  of p reservation  m ateria l is 
prioritised and advanced .

The guides cove r a va rie ty  of subject areas and formats, 
for exam ple, Silent film, Charles Chauvel, World War If The 
Cold War and the latest release The first wave: Australian 
rock and pop recordings, 1955 to 1963. G u ides p lanned for 
the future inc lude the A rch ives ' holdings of the 1 956 O ly m ­
pics, radio series, jazz, co m m erc ia lly  issued A borig ina l and 
Torres Strait Island sound m aterial, and oral history.
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The G u id es  are a va ilab le  through the A rch ive  shop and 
are va rious ly  priced  to recover costs. ■

So, is there anything 
scary in Peter the Wolf!
The review  of the Publications C lassifications G uidelines

Call for 
nominations
N o m in a t io n s  a r e  c a l le d  f o r  
t h e  f o l lo w in g  o f f ic e r s  f o r  
199 9  in  t h e  N e w  S o u t h  
W a l e s  L ib r a r y  T e c h n ic ia n s  
S e c t io n .

P r e s id e n t
V ic e - P r e s id e n t
S e c r e t a r y
T r e a s u r e r

R e t u r n in g  O f f ic e r :
R o s i P i l lo n
C S IR O  P r o s p e c t  L ib r a r y  
L o c k e d  B a g  1 
D e l i v e r y  C e n t r e  
B la c k t o w n  N S W  2 1 4 8

N o m in a t io n  f o r m s  a r e  
a v a i la b le  f r o m  t h e  N e w  
S o u t h  W a l e s  L ib r a r y  
T e c h n ic ia n s  S e c t io n  o r  A L IA  
N a t io n a l  O f f ic e .  F o rm s  m u s t  
b e  s ig n e d  b y  a n o m in a t o r ,  a 
s e c o n d e r  a n d  b y  t h e  
n o m in e e  a n d  r e a c h  t h e  
R e t u r n in g  O f f i c e r  b y  
1 S e p t e m b e r  1 9 9 8 .

F inding a ba lance  betw een  the pro­
vision of access to inform ation, in ­
c lu d in g  in fo rm ation  w ith in  

con trove rs ia l sources, and respecting 
the diverse sensitivities of library clients 
is a vexed  issue for those w o rk in g  in 
the lib rary and inform ation sector. The 
c lassification  ratings provided  for films 
and com puter games guide profession­
als and c lien ts on content w h ich  m ay 
have an adverse  im pact on som e c l i ­
ents. B y  contrast, pub lications are on ly  
rated w h en  they deal w ith  them es 
w h ich  are co n s id e red  unsu itab le  for 
certa in  age groups. In o rder to m ore 
c learly  define themes w h ich  are subject 
to such restrictions, the O ffice  of Film  
and L iteratu re  C la ss ifica tio n  in cu r ­
rently rev iew ing  its Publications classi­
fication guidelines, a docum ent w h ich  
details the app lica tion  of princip les es­
tab lished  by the C o m m o n w ea lth  of 
Austra lia 's National classification code 
1995.

The o b jective  of revising the Publi­
cations classification guidelines is to 
p rov ide  the C lass ifica tio n  Board  w ith

c lear gu idance on the probable im pact 
o f pub lished  m ateria l. W h ile  the c u r ­
rent Classification guidelines m ain ly fo ­
cus upon the portrayal of sex and nu ­
d ity, the draft rev is ion  c la r if ie s  and 
expands upon on all e lem ents w h ic h  
m ight con tribu te  to the im pact o f a 
pub lica tion , inc lud ing  the portrayal of 
v io le n ce , drug use and o ther adu lt 
themes. The draft revision of the Publi­
cations classification guidelines a lso  
recogn ises that photographs, illu stra ­
tions and text each  have a particu la r 
im pact upon the reader.

The Australian Library and Inform a­
tion Association  recently  m ade a sub­
m ission to this rev iew , noting that the 
p rincip les established by the National 
classification code and the A sso c ia ­
tion 's po licy  position on such issues, as 
set out in the Statement on Freedom to 
Read, both presum e that freedom  of 
access to inform ation is central to A us­
tra lian  society. The A ssoc ia tion 's  sub­
m ission also noted the d ifficu lty  of d e ­
fining the standard by w h ich  material is 
judged to be offensive. ■
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