
BIMS — the missi ng link
A n g e l i n a  Y e u n g ,  e t h n i c  s e r v i c e s  l i b r a r i a n ,  W i l l o u g h b y  C i t y  L i b r a r y

T h e  o f f ic i a l  l a u n c h  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  
e l e c t r o n i c  b o o k  c a t a l o g u e  
( B I M S )  w a s  h e l d  a t  W i l l o u g h b y  

C i t y  L i b r a r y  e a r l i e r  th is  y e a r .  
W i l l o u g h b y  C i t y  L i b r a r y ,  i o c a t e d  in th e  
L o w e r  N o r t h  S h o r e  o f  S y d n e y ,  ha s  a n  
e x t e n s i v e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t w e l v e  c o m m u ­
n i ty  l a n g u a g e s .  T h e  C h i n e s e  c o l l e c t i o n  
is b y  fa r  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  w i t h  9 7  1 2 3  
lo a n s  in 1 9 9 7  f r o m  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  7 5 0 0  
i t e m s .  P r e v i o u s l y  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  w a s  
c a t a l o g u e d  in R o m a n i s e d  t r a n s l i t e ra t io n  
u s in g  th e  H a n y u  P in y i n  s y s te m ,  w h i c h  
c r e a t e d  t w o  m a j o r  o b s t a c l e s  —  o n e  
w o r d  in P i n y i n  c a n  r e p r e s e n t  m u l t i p l e  
C h i n e s e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
C h i n e s e  r e a d e r s  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
H a n y u  P in y i n  s y s te m .  In  o r d e r  to  m a k e  
l i fe  e a s i e r  f o r  t h e  l i b r a r y  s ta f f  a n d  t h e  
u s e r ,  t h e  i d e a  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a C h i n e s e  
c a t a l o g u e  in o r i g i n a l  s c r ip t  w a s  d e v e l ­
o p e d .

In 1 9 9 0 ,  A n g e l i n a  Y e u n g ,  t h e  e t h ­
n i c  s e r v i c e s  l i b r a r i a n  p r o d u c e d  a 
m a n u a l  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r  l is t in g  o f  h o l d ­
in g s  in R o m a n i s e d  t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n ,  w i t h  
o r i g i n a l  C h i n e s e  sc r ip t .  T h e  list w a s  fo r  
p u b l i c  use  a n d  w a s  u p d a t e d  a n n u a l l y ,  
h o w e v e r  it h a d  th e  p r o b l e m  o f  b e i n g  a l ­
m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  o u t - o f - d a t e  d u e  to  
t h e  f r e q u e n t  a d d i t i o n s  to  t h e  C h i n e s e  
c o l l e c t i o n .

In 1 9 9 6 ,  W i l l o u g h b y  C i t y  L i b r a r y  
s u c c e s s fu l ly  o b t a i n e d  a l i b r a r y  d e v e l o p ­
m e n t  g r a n t  f r o m  th e  S ta te  g o v e r n m e n t  
t o  i m p l e m e n t  th e  n e w  e l e c t r o n i c  C h i ­
n e s e  c a t a l o g u e  s y s te m  d e v e l o p e d  b y  
K a i r o s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P ty  Ltd  (s p e c ia l is ts  
in  s u p p l y i n g  p u b l i c  l i b r a r ie s  w i t h  C h i ­
n e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  f r o m  H o n g  K o n g ,  
T a i w a n ,  C h i n a  a n d  S i n g a p o r e ) ,  
c o d e n a m e d  B I M S .  B I M S  is a W i n d o w s  
d a t a b a s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e ­

M a r y  Sullivan, the library services 
m anager, gave the w elcom ing  

speech a t  the BIMS launch

s ig n e d  fo r  l ib r a r ie s  fo r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  
o f  C h i n e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  b o th  in Eng l ish  
a n d  C h i n e s e .

L i b r a r y  users  c a n  n o w  use  t h e  sys­
t e m  to  r e t r i e v e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  in th r e e  w a y s :  
b y  E n g l is h ,  to  c h e c k  t h e  t r a n s la t e d  bes t  
s e l le rs ;  b y  P in y i n ,  t h e  c h e c k  t h e  e n t i r e  
C h i n e s e  c o l l e c t i o n ;  o r  b y  C h i n e s e  o r i g i ­
n a l  s c r i p t  u s i n g  t h e  P e n P o w e r  E l a n d ­
w r i t i n g  R e c o g n i t i o n  S y s te m .

B I M S  has b e e n  d e s i g n e d  w i t h  a  f o ­
c u s  o n  u s e a b i I i t y . F u n c t i o n  k e y s  a r e  
p r o v i d e d  in t h e  f o r m  o f  b u t t o n s  o n  t h e  
s c r e e n ,  a n d  d i s p l a y e d  in b o t h  E n g l is h  
a n d  C h i n e s e .  T h e r e  a r e  n i n e  s e a r c h  
f u n c t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  t h e  O n - l i n e  
P u b l i c  A c c e s s  C a t a l o g u e .  A t  th e  h e a r t  
o f  t h e  s y s t e m  is a C JK  e n g i n e ,  w h i c h  
p r o v i d e s  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  w i t h  t h e  J a p a ­
n e s e  a n d  K o r e a n  l a n g u a g e s  fo r  f u t u r e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e l e c t r o n i c  c a t a l o g u e s  
fo r  th e s e  c o l l e c t i o n s .

B I M S  is a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  s u c c e s s  
s to r y .  SBS T e l e v i s i o n  g a v e  t h e  l a u n c h  
A u s t r a l i a - w i d e  p u b l i c i t y  w i t h  its e x c e l ­
l e n t  n e w s  i t e m  o n  th is  i n i t i a t i v e  a t  
W i l l o u g h b y .  ■

N E W !

A L I A  P O S T E R S  
&  G R E E T I N G  C A R D  P A C K S
ALIA has launched a fabulous collection of posters and 
greeting card packs as part of the lead-up to the 1998 
ALIA Biennial Conference. Adopting the conference and 
the Australian Library Week 98 theme —  Pathways to 
knowledge —  these new products illustrate the ever- 
expanding role libraries play in the community.

The greeting card packs are elegantly wrapped and make 
a perfect gift. The vibrant posters are suitable for display 
in a range of environments.

Posters Available in a choice of two images:
1. Libraries —  the family pathway to knowledge

2. Libraries —  the community pathway to knowledge 

Members price: $12 each [Non-members: $14 per poster]
Greeting cards Eight cards per gift pack [four of each 
image]

Members price: $15 per pack, $40 special offer for three 
packs [Non-members: $17 per pack, $46 special offer].

Contact ALIA National Office to place your order now. Please 
include your ALIA membership number when ordering. All 
prices include post and packing.

Phone 1800 020 071, e-mail enquiry@alia.org.au
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