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very successful 'Who you gonna
call? The Specialists' evening where
a number of special libraries dis-
played their work. Contact: Clare
Aitken, ph 08 8303 8859, clarea@
cobweb.com.au.

29/10 RMIT Publishing
Online-Inform ation
placing NLA's existing Ozline serv-
ice, Informit Online provides access
to over 50 databases via the Inter-
net. Venue: South Australian Mu-
seum. Two sessions available:
10am and 2pm. No cost, but regis-
tration essential. Contact Kathy
McBrien, kathym@rmitpublishing.
com.au or fx: 03 9349 4583.

Inform it
Sessions. Re-

< 16/11 SA Library Technician
section. AGM. Details: TBA. Con-
tact: Marion Fielke, ph 08 8374
6258.

= 18/11 SA UCRLS section AGM
presentation of student award and
Garry Benson on communication.
Details to be advised. Contact: Car-
ol Dungey, ph 08 8302 3413, fx 08
8302 3382, carol.dungey@unisa.
edu.au.

= 24/11 SA Branch. AGM. Con-
tact: Janine Tan, ph 08 8303 5225,
fx 08 8303 4369, jtan@
library.adelaide.edu.au.

= 25/11 SA Information Sciences
section. AGM. Contact: Janine
Tan, ph 08 8333 8443, fx 08 8331
9211, sarah@ncver.edu.au.

« 2/12 SA Special Libraries sec-
tion. AGM. Contact: Clare Aitken,
ph 08 8303 8859, clarea@cobweb.
com.au.

= 3/12 SA Cataloguers section
AG M. Details to be advised.

TAS

= 19/8 Tas Branch. ALIA/ACLIS
wine and cheese evening. Guest
speaker: Vic Elliott, university librar-
ian. Display of recent titles from
Hobart Bookshop will be available
for browsing/ordering. State Li-
brary Auditorium. 6-7:30pm, cost:
tba. RSVP essential: Meredith New-
man, ph 03 6232 5258, fx: 03
6232 5103, newmanm@h130
aone.net.au

Vic

« 5/8 Vic RAISS. Legal Research
using the internet, conducted by
Ruth Bird. 9:30-12pm, $60 RAISS
members, $75 non-RAISS. Informa-
tion Technology Centre Building,
800 Swanston Street, Melbourne,
(opposite the Uni Melbourne). For
further information or to register
for attendance, contact: Kristine
Valenta, ph 03 9479 5625,
k.valenta@latrobe.edu.au.

- 10/8 Home Libraries Special
Interest group meeting Venue:
Council Chamber, 1st floor, Wil-
liamstown Town Hall, Ferguson
Street, Williamstown (parking at
rear). Time: 10am. Contact: Kerryn
Williams, ph 03 9932 4171.

= 10/8-14/12 Vic Special Librar-
ies section. Committee meeting
dates for 1998. Venue: Heart Foun-
dation, 411 King Street, West Mel-
bourne at 5:30pm (unless advised
otherwise). 10/8; 14/9; 12/10; 9/
11; 14/12. Contact: June Hooper,
ph 03 9329 8511, fx 03 9321
1574, heartvic@vicnet.net.au
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Nevv staterment on
online iINnformmation

Much of the advocacy work of ALIA involves providing advice and
information to government, other national associations and ALIA
members about regulation of access to the internet. In general
terms, many of the issues are linked to the position outlined in the

ALIA statement on freedom to read. The following statement has
been endorsed by ALIA General Council.

Interim statement on use
of online information in libraries

Preamble

Libraries have traditionally been vocal supporters of freedom to access the broadest range
of information [see ALIA statement on freedom to read]. This is seen as part of the democratic
right of all citizens. A well-informed community is generally better prepared to effectively
participate in public debate and contribute to public affairs. The concern of the Australian
Library and Information Association is that this basic right is not eroded in the development
of regulatory measures for online information. The Association recognises that there are many
regulatory issues which arise in relation to the use of online information. Regulatory chal-
lenges should not, however, prevent libraries from protecting the freedom to read in the
online environment and in doing so producing the best internet experience for all users.

Industry codes

The Association supports a self-regulatory code of conduct within a broad government regu-
latory framework. A code of practice for the industry must not attempt to interpret commu-
nity standards but deal only with illegal material. Internet Service Providers and access
providers such as libraries cannot be held responsible for any illegal material which might
be transmitted or accessed through the internet. Parents and guardians must be responsible
for their childrens' access to library resources including online information.

Classification of online information

The Association recognises that any scheme to regulate the internet must address the issue
of how online information is classified. Films, videos, computer games and publications are
currently required by state, territory and federal legislation to be submitted to the Office of
Film and Literature for classification. In our view, a comparable classification system must
also exist in the online environment. Labelling technologies, such as the Platform for Inter-
net Content Selection (PICS), have the potential to provide a system of labelling online con-
tent to ensure that the internet is a navigable source of information. Only a sophisticated
labelling and tagging system which accurately identifies the category, class and origin of
information can provide internet users with the best advice to make well-informed choices
on the suitability of online information.

Filtering technologies

The Association recognises that while it is important to protect minors from illegal and in-
appropriate online content, librarians also have a duty to serve the broad and diverse inter-
ests of all individuals in the community. The Association does not advocate the use of filtering
technologies because they cannot provide guarantees that all objectionable online informa-
tion can be blocked. Their use introduces a false sense of security for parents, guardians and
internet users.

Internet user education

The Association believes that an internet user education program should be a key compo-
nent of any scheme to regulate access to the internet. A broad-based program of user edu-
cation is critical and should embrace children, their parents, law enforcement agencies,
teachers and librarians. To be effective the program must focus on the rights and responsi-
bilities which internet users and organisations have as users and content providers. Librar-
ies have a role in educating internet users that the responsibility for online content rests
primarily with the content provider and the internet user. Library workers should encourage
parents and guardians to supervise their childrens' internet experience. In this regard, a user
education program must also specifically address issues of relevance to children in the online

environment. [ ]
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