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very successful 'W h o  y o u  g o n n a  
c a ll?  T he  S p e c ia lis ts ' evening where 
a number of special libraries dis
played their work. Contact: Clare 
Aitken, ph 08 8303 8859, clarea@  
cobweb.com.au.
29/10 R M IT  Pu b lish in g  I n fo r m i t  
O n lin e - In fo r m a t io n  S e s s io n s . Re
placing NLA's existing Ozline serv
ice, Informit Online provides access 
to over 50 databases via the Inter
net. Venue: South Australian M u 
seum. Two sessions available: 
10am and 2pm. No cost, but regis
tration essential. Contact Kathy 
McBrien, kathym@rmitpublishing. 
com.au or fx: 03 9349 4583.
• 16/11 S A  L ib ra ry  T ech n ic ian  
section . A G M .  Details: TBA. Con
tact: Marion Fielke, ph 08 8374 
6258.
• 18/11 SA  UCRLS section  A G M
p re s e n ta t io n  o f  s tu d e n t  a w a rd  a n d  
G a rry  B e n s o n  o n  c o m m u n ic a t io n .  
Details to be advised. Contact: Car
ol Dungey, ph 08 8302 3413, fx 08 
8302 3382, carol.dungey@ unisa. 
edu.au.
• 24/11 S A  B ran ch . A G M .  Con
tact: Janine Tan, ph 08 8303 5225, 
fx 08 8303 4369, jtan@
library.adelaide.edu.au.
• 25/11 SA  In fo rm atio n  Sciences  
section . A G M .  Contact: Janine  
Tan, ph 08 8333 8443, fx 08 8331 
9211, sarah@ncver.edu.au.
• 2/12 SA  Spec ia l L ib raries  sec
tion . A G M .  Contact: Clare Aitken, 
ph 08 8303 8859, clarea@cobweb. 
com.au.
• 3/12 SA  C a ta lo g u e rs  sec tion
A G M .  Details to be advised.

TAS
• 19/8 Tas Bran ch . A L IA /A C L IS
w in e  a n d  c h e e s e  e v e n in g .  Guest 
speaker: Vic Elliott, university librar
ian. Display of recent titles from  
Hobart Bookshop will be available 
for browsing/ordering. State Li
brary Auditorium. 6-7:30pm, cost: 
tba. RSVP essential: Meredith New 
man, ph 03 6232 5258, fx: 03 
6232 5103, new m anm @ h130
aone.net.au

Vic
•  5/8 V ic R A ISS . L e g a l R e s e a rc h
u s in g  th e  in te r n e t ,  conducted by 
Ruth Bird. 9:30-12pm, $60 RAISS 
members, $75 non-RAISS. Informa
tion Technology Centre Building, 
800 Swanston Street, Melbourne, 
(opposite the Uni Melbourne). For 
further information or to register 
for attendance, contact: Kristine 
Valenta, ph 03 9479 5625,
k.valenta@latrobe.edu.au.
• 10/8 H om e L ib ra rie s  Sp ec ia l 
In te re s t g ro u p  m eetin g  Venue: 
Council Cham ber, 1st floor, Wil- 
liamstown Town Hall, Ferguson 
Street, W illiam stown (parking at 
rear). Time: 10am. Contact: Kerryn 
Williams, ph 03 9932 4171.
• 10/8-14/12 V ic Specia l L ib rar
ies sec tion . C o m m it te e  m e e t in g  
d a te s  fo r  1 9 9 8 . Venue: Heart Foun
dation, 411 King Street, W est M el
bourne at 5:30pm (unless advised 
otherw ise). 10/8; 14/9; 12/10; 9/ 
11; 14/12. Contact: June Hooper, 
ph 03 9329 8511, fx 03 9321 
1574, heartvic@vicnet.net.au
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New statement on 
online information
M uch o f  the advocacy w o rk  o f  ALIA involves p ro v id in g  advice and  
in fo rm a tio n  to governm ent, o the r na tiona l associations and ALIA  
members abou t regu la tion  o f  access to the in te rne t. In general 
terms, m any o f  the issues are lin ked  to the po s itio n  o u tlin e d  in  the 
ALIA  statem ent on freedom  to read. The fo llo w in g  statem ent has 
been endorsed by ALIA G eneral Council.

Interim statement on use 
of online information in libraries

P ream b le
Libraries have  trad itiona lly  been voca l supporters o f freedom  to access the broadest range 
of inform ation [see A L IA  statement on freedom  to read]. This is seen as part of the dem ocratic 
right of all c itizens. A  w ell- inform ed com m u n ity  is genera lly  better prepared to effective ly  
partic ipate in pub lic  debate and contribu te to p ub lic  affairs. The concern  of the Australian  
Lib rary and Inform ation A ssociation  is that this basic right is not eroded in the deve lopm ent 
of regulatory measures for on line information. The Association recognises that there are m any 
regulatory issues w h ich  arise in relation to the use of o n line  inform ation. Regulatory ch a l
lenges should  not, how eve r, p revent lib raries from  p rotecting the freedom  to read in the 
o n line  environm en t and in do ing so producing  the best internet experience for all users.

In d u s try  codes
The Association  supports a self-regulatory code of conduct w ith in  a broad governm ent regu
latory fram ew ork. A  code  of p ractice for the industry must not attem pt to interpret co m m u 
n ity standards but deal o n ly  w ith  illega l m ateria l. In ternet Se rv ice  P rov iders and access 
providers such as libraries canno t be held responsib le  for any illegal m aterial w h ich  might 
be transm itted or accessed through the internet. Parents and guardians must be responsib le 
for their ch ild ren s ' access to lib rary resources inc lud ing  o n line  inform ation.

C lass if ica tio n  o f  on line  in fo rm ation
The A ssociation  recognises that any  schem e to regulate the internet must address the issue 
of ho w  on line  inform ation is c lassified. Film s, v ideos, com puter games and publications are 
curren tly  required  by state, territory and federal leg islation  to be subm itted to the O ffice  of 
Film  and Literature for c lassification . In our v ie w , a com parab le  c lassification  system must 
also exist in the o n line  environm ent. Labe lling  techno log ies, such as the Platform  for Inter
net Content Se lection  (P IC S ), have the potential to p rovide a system of labe lling  on line  co n 
tent to ensure that the internet is a nav igab le  source of inform ation . O n ly  a sophisticated 
labe lling  and tagging system w h ich  a ccu ra te ly  identifies the category, class and orig in  of 
inform ation can  p rovide internet users w ith  the best ad v ice  to m ake well- inform ed cho ices 
on the su itab ility  of o n line  inform ation.

F ilte r in g  technologies
The A ssociation  recognises that w h ile  it is im portant to protect m inors from illegal and in
appropriate o n line  content, librarians also have a duty to serve the broad and d iverse inter
ests of all ind ividuals in the com m unity. The Association does not advocate the use of filtering 
techno log ies because they cannot p rovide guarantees that all o b jectionab le  on line  inform a
tion can be b locked . Their use introduces a false sense of security for parents, guardians and 
internet users.

In te rn e t user education
The A ssociation  be lieves that an internet user education  program  should be a key com po 
nent of any schem e to regulate access to the internet. A  broad-based program  of user edu 
cation  is c r it ica l and should  em b race  ch ild ren , the ir parents, law  en fo rcem ent agencies, 
teachers and librarians. To be effective the program  must focus on the rights and responsi
b ilities w h ich  internet users and organisations have as users and content providers. Librar
ies have  a ro le in educating  internet users that the respons ib ility  for o n lin e  content rests 
p rim arily  w ith  the content p rovider and the internet user. L ib rary workers should encourage 
parents and guard ians to supervise their ch ild rens ' internet experience. In this regard, a user 
education  program must also specifica lly  address issues of re levance to ch ildren  in the online 
environm ent. ■
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