
What the politicians have to say
In the lead up to the next federal election, here are w hat some of our politicians have to say about the role of libraries

John Howard
Prime Minister

The institution of the library has a lw ays played  

an integral role in the lives of Australians of all 

ages. Libraries continue to be a vital educa

tional tool for students as w ell as a highly 

va luab le  source of information and recrea

tional reading material for the com m unity. 

Advances in com m unications technology are 

providing libraries with the opportunity to offer 

a w id e  range of new  services. The local library 

is often the most conven ient and appropriate 

location for providing access to the vast array 

of public information that is readily availab le  

on-line but not always in a paper form. The 

coalition envisages that libraries w ill have a 

central role in enhancing on-line access to 

cultural and pub lic  sector information and has 

indicated that w e  w ill facilitate this role w h ile  

in government.

Richard Alston
Minister for Communications 
and the Arts
Australian libraries are changing. On-line  

information services, m ultimedia —  these and 

other innovations are becom ing increasingly

significant aspects of our daily lives, in ed uca 

tion, in business, in recreation and in our 

artistic and cultural endeavours.

Libraries have responded to this changing  

environm ent by em bracing developm ents in 

com m unications and information technology  

w h ich  enab le them to offer a w ider range of 

services not limited to the extent of their physi

cal collections.

W e  used to visit libraries to browse through 

their shelves of books and periodicals. W e  can 

still do that, but now  libraries are no longer 

sim ply repositories of information and re

sources, they are becom ing gateways to infor

mation from all over the world .

It is the responsibility of each level of govern

ment to do its best to support libraries in 

developing their role in this new  environm ent.

David Kemp
Minister for Employment, Education, 
Training and Youth Affairs

Libraries are a key resource in the realisation of 

lifelong learning. As w e  enter the 21 st century, 

it is becom ing more and more necessary for 

individuals to acqu ire and analyse information 

from a variety of sources as they seek to up

date their skills and enlarge their horizons. 

Libraries are a va luab le instrument of democ- 

ratisation, bringing w ith in reach of Australians 

from all backgrounds not o n ly  the vast re

sources of the printed w ord  but also new ly  

availab le electron ic channels of information. 

Today more than ever libraries p lay and indis

pensable role in making Australia a 'learning  

society'.

Kim Beazley
Leader of the opposition
Libraries are a vital source of information in 

any society. Not on ly are they an essential tool 

for students, but a w ealth  of information for the 

com m unity as a w ho le . In a society that has 
increasingly becom e divided , libraries are a 

highly valued part of the information industry 

that serves to bridge the gap between the 

information rich and the information poor.

To ensure they continue to fulfil their vital role 

in the education of our nation, libraries today  

need to em brace rapid technological advances  

to ensure they survive new  challenges.

The Australian Library and Information Associa
tion's Lobby for Libraries is an integral force in 

ensuring our nation's libraries continue to serve 

their significant role within the community.

The initiative deserves full support and I am  

proud to jo in  the Australian Library and Infor

mation Association to Lobby for Libraries.

Simon Crean
Shadow Minister for Industry and 
Regional Development
It is essential for Australia's developm ent as a 

prosperous and vibrant nation that its peoples'
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curiosity and eagerness for know ledge are 

well-catered for. Information is fast becom ing  

the most vital resource in a country blessed 

w ith m any natural resources. But accessing  

information requires a very different infrastruc

ture from that required for other less ethereal 

resources. Libraries are at the coal face of the 

information infrastructure. They play a crucial 

role in ensuring that all Australians, not just 

those w ho  can afford it, have the opportunity 

to educate themselves further. W ith  the rise of 

new  telecom m unications technology, the role 

of libraries is becom ing still more important. 

Interactive com m unication networks make 

education more imm ediate and accessible for 

every Australian. The challenges of making  

these new  technologies availab le  to people in 

regional and remote areas of Australia cannot 

be overestimated. To ensure that all Austral

ians are well-p laced to take advantage of the 

opportunities offered by the deve lopm ent of 

the 'information superhighway', libraries 

everyw here need themselves to have access to 

the telecom m unications infrastructure being  

rolled out across Australia.

Mark Latham

Shadow Minister for Education and 
Youth Affairs
Libraries have a lw ays been essential to our 
success as a civilised  society. They foster all 

the best features of learning, enlightenment 
and public progress. For m any decades in 

Australia free public libraries have provided an 
access point for those unab le to afford the cost

of private libraries. Personal betterment and 
access to learning should never be a function  

of one's incom e and background.

N o w , during a period of scarce public re

sources and rapidly-changing information 

technology, libraries and librarians face their 

most important challenge. They w ill need to 

alert policy-makers to the prospects and prob

lems of a society d ivided into the information- 

rich and the information-poor. They w ill need 

to press the case for libraries as public access 

points to new  forms of e lectron ic information, 

just as they have a lways provided access to 

printed information. In the a llocation of pub lic  

resources, the information superhighway is 

becom ing more important than physical high

ways. The advocates for libraries know  the 

facts. That, of course, is their w ork and their 

passion. In public life, how ever, facts a lone do  

not a lways w in  the debate. Facts require 

propagation before they can persuade. This is 

w hat makes the Lobby for libraries cam paign  

so important. I urge each  of the supporters of 

libraries to a lways put their case and never 

hesitate to argue their position.
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