
Do you  
w a n t to  
see your 
nam e in 
print?
W h y  aren ’t you w r it in g  for the 

A u s t r a l ia n  L ib r a r y  J o u rn a l?

W e  are a lw ays receptive  to 

good copy in  the form  of:

• reports from  the w orkface ;

• accounts o f research  in  process 

and com pleted;

• artic les b y  w o rk ing  

professionals;

• con tribu tions from  overseas 

colleagues;

• con tribu tions by students;

• book review s;

• w ebsite  rev iew s;

• C D -RO M  review s;

• poetry (yes: poetry. Bu t it must 
be re levant to the interests and 

concerns o f the p ro fess ion .)

You don ’t have to be a m em ber 

o f A L IA  to be considered  for 

pub lica tion . You  can send drafts, 

proposals or synopses (as w e ll as 

fin ished  cop y) to the ed ito r for 

pre-publication com m ent and 

feedback. M a jo r a rtic les  are 

p ro fess iona lly  rev iew ed  and noted 
as such.

D on ’t be fussed about sty le ; we 

prefer the so-called H arvard  

system  o f c ita tion , bu t w e are 

qu ite re laxed and supp le about 

such m atters.

E-m ail the ed ito r a lj@  

alia.org.au, te lephone or fax at 

03 6992 1699. C o p y  can be sent in  

W o rd  form at, or as an rtf.

W o u ld n ’t you  lik e  to be 

fam ous too? As w e ll as 
con tribu ting  to y o u r  leading 

jou rn a l.

John Levett

Book review

An unsettling 
look at the future
S hum an, B ru ce  A  B e y o n d  th e  l i 

b r a r y  o f  th e  fu tu re :  m o re  a l te rn a 
t iv e  fu tu re s  fo r  th e  p u b l ic  l ib r a r y .  

En g lew o o d , C O : Lib raries U n lim ited , 
1997. 178p U S$ 3 0 .0 0  hard IS B N  
1 563084562 (a va ila b le  from  fam es 
Bennett Pty Ltd).

If you w an t serious consideration of 
the pub lic  lib rary 's  future, then do not 
look here. W h a t  you w ill get is part fu 
turism and part science fiction, for once 
w e  go 'beyo nd ' the library of the future 
—  techn o lo g y  offers us un lim ited  po 
tentia l to transform  the p u b lic  lib rary 
into, w e ll, anyth ing  w e  w an t it to be. 
T h e  lim its lie o n ly  in w h a t w e  can  
d ream . The e ight scenarios here are 
tales from the early  twenty-first century 
abou t Frank Fa ir la w n , d irec to r of the 
local pub lic  cybrary.

Shum an  w rites w ith  that ty p ic a lly  
A m erican  com b in a tio n  of breath less 
ex p ec tan cy  and know -all sagacity  of 
the 'D o n 't  be lieve  it? Stay tuned. Book 
im p lan ts just m ay hap p en ' va rie ty . It 
takes a w h ile  to get used to the content 
and style, for after setting off at a racing 
pace, Shum an 's mood turns darker and 
pessim istic. The first scenario  is set in 
The ExperienC ybrary . M em bers of the 
pub lic  can en joy  a virtual reality c lim b  
up Everest, score a try at Eden Park, 
h ave  a night out w ith  W h itn e y  H o u 
ston, or w hatever takes their fancy. Yes, 
it's T o ta l R e c a ll at your pub lic  library. 
It sounds like fun, but I can not m ake 
any  con n ec tio n  betw een  this and the 
estab lished  m ission of the p u b lic  li
b rary. S chu m an  says the 
ExperienC ybrary  w ill m ake the govern 
m ent lots of m oney and provide added 
va lu e  by g iv ing  the rapy  to those in 
need. W e  just have to cope w ith  'adu lt' 
v irtua l reality and the inevitab le  cases 
of add iction . This scenario  leaves one 
fee ling  rather uncom fortab le , and I'm  
not just referring to the w h itew ater raft
ing virtual reality.

H av in g  got used to the idea, the 
second  scenario , of a tim e m ach in e  
a va ilab le  for hire in your friend ly  local 
cybrary, does not seem quite as bizarre 
as perhaps it should . In the third sce 
nario  a v irus infects the c yb ra ry  and 
q u ic k ly  takes o ve r the en tire  'U n ite d  
States Com m un ication  N etw ork '. W e ll,  
if in thirty years tim e w e  can  not stop 
that from happening w e  deserve all w e  
get. The fourth scenario  has Fa ir law n

ordering  a rom athe rap y  p iped d irec tly  
into his house from the D iversified  L i
brary of Essences. The b leak fifth sce 
nario ('A fter the pow er w en t off') cou ld  
have been an uplifting tale of ind iv idu 
als struggling to survive in a v io lent c ity 
w h ere  the cyb rary  is a beacon  of light 
through the g loom . U n fo rtu n ate ly , 
w hen  tw o  b rave souls run the gauntlet 
to the cybrary  door and then see all the 
thousands of a lm ost untouched  books, 
all that lo n e ly , frightened  Frank can  
think to ask is w h eth er they w ill bring 
him  som e soup  next tim e they com e. 
The sixth story uses the fam iliar idea of 
brain  im p lan ts  to con tro l beh av iou r, 
this tim e w ith  the tw ist that peop le are 
plugged into the cybrary. In the seventh 
scenario  Fa ir law n  is asked to co-oper
ate w ith  g o ve rnm en t su rve illan ce  of 
suspected crim ina ls , the on ly  problem  
being that governm en t susp icion  falls 
on nearly every  m em ber of the popu la 
tion. The final tale has Frank on M ars 
and do ing ve ry  little at all.

This is a sequel to, not a revision of, 
Shum an 's  T h e  l ib r a r y  o f  th e  fu tu re  (L i
braries U n lim ited , 1989). It is defin itely 
not requ ired  pro fess ional read ing , 
though inform ation professionals w ith  a 
taste for s c ie n ce  fic tion  w ill  en jo y  it. 
There is an index, but its scope is lim 
ited because so m uch of the book is f ic 
tion. There is a b ib liog rap hy  of 'read 
ings re levant to the study of the future, 
w ith  special respect to the future of the 
public lib rary '. The most en joyab le  part 
of the book is the set o f quotations 
about the future. M y  favourite  com es 
from good o ld  A nonym ous, w h o  said, 
'Perhaps the best thing about the future 
is that it com es on ly  one day at a tim e'. 
A fter read ing this rather g loom y book 
of p rognostica tion , I cou ld  not agree 
more.

Philip Calvert, Victoria University o f 
W ellington
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