
Focus on Asia

Jim Potts, d ire c to r o f  the  
British Council in Austra lia ; 
Joyce A llan, libra ry  
m anager o f  N orth  Sydney 
TAFE; M r K Sivakumar, 
deputy  d ire c to r o f  Northern  
Sydney Institue o f  TAFE; 
and Lucy Hill, N orthern  
Sydney Ins titu te  librarian  
adm iring  som e o f  the  Focus 
on Asia  collection a t the  
hand ing  over cerem ony

T he B rit ish  C o u n c i l 
re c e n t ly  d o n a te d  a 
w o n d e rfu l co lle c t io n  

o f B rit ish  p u b lic a t io n s  —  
Focus on Asia —  to N o rth  
S y d n e y  T A F E  lib ra ry . T h e  
c o lle c t io n  consists o f o v e r  
200  books on a v a r ie ty  o f 
to p ics  c o v e r in g  the  A s ia n  
scene : co m m e rce  and e c o 
n o m ics , cu ltu ra l stud ies , 
p o litica l and  strategic stud 
ies, v isu a l and  p e rfo m in g  
arts, and literatu re .

A  h a n d in g  o v e r  c e r 
e m o n y  w a s  h e ld  at N o rth  
S y d n e y  T A F E  lib ra ry  in 
Ju n e . P resen t w e re  the  d i 
rector o f the British  C o u n c il 
in A us tra lia , Jim  Potts, and  
the  e x h ib t io n s  c o 
o rd in a to r , E liz a b e th
R a m sa y . D u r in g  the  c e r 
e m o n y  the d e p u ty  d ire c to r 
o f N orth  S y d n e y  Institute o f 
T A F E , M r  S iv a k u m a r , pa id  
tr ibu te  to the B rit ish  C o u n 
c il for the ir g en eros ity .

W h i l e  the m a jo r ity  o f 
the  item s in the  Focus on 
Asia c o lle c t io n  w il l rem ain  
at the  N o rth  S y d n e y  c a m 
pus lib ra ry , those titles a l 
re a d y  h e ld  by the  lib ra ry  
w il l be shared  am ongst the 
o th e r In stitu te  lib ra r ie s . 
T h ro u g h  the  T A F E  L ib ra ry  
N e tw o rk  these  re so u rces  
w i l l  a lso  be a v a i la b le  to 
o th e r lib ra r ie s  th ro u g h o u t 
A u s tra lia  v ia  in te r- lib ra ry  
loan . ■

Encyclopaedia Britannica 
standard edition released
E ncyclopaed ia  Britann ica  (Australia) Inc 

has released Britann ica C D  98 Standard 
Edition. The single-disk, C D -R O M  ency 

clopaed ia operates on M acintosh, W in d o w s 
3.1 x and W ind ow s 95 platforms.

The Standard Edition offers Britann ica 's 
com plete authoritative digital text database 
and, now that it's M acintosh , W in d o w s  3.1 x 
and W in d o w s 95 com patib le , the Britann ica 
Standard Edition is designed to reach a broader 
consumer and business user-base.

Featuring a new interface, the Standard Edi
tion contains more than 72 000 articles, 4000 
photos and graphics, 1200 maps and more 
than 15 000 related internet links. Both Britan
nica C D  98 M ultim edia and Standard Editions 
use Britann ica 's natural-language search en 
gine along w ith index and d ictionary  search 
tools as w ell as Britann ica C D  applications 
such as Compass, a map and geography fea
ture, and Spectrum , B ritann ica 's  outline of 
knowledge, for topical browsing.

For students and fam ilies w ho  are inter
ested in a broader exploration of Britannica's

knowledge database, the M ultim edia Edition's 
two-disk format offers additional applications. 
These include audiovisual capabilities and spe
c ia l tools such as Analyst, Spotlights and 
T im eline w hich  enable users to navigate infor
mation and compare socioeconom ic and his
toric information from countries and periods 
throughout history.

The B ritann ica Standard Edition includes 
an optional connection to Britannica O nline, 
w h ich  is revised continuously. W ith  Britannica 
O n line  users can find the most up-to-date in
formation available from Britannica. Britannica 
O n line  also includes a variety of special fea
tures such as current-events information, clas
sic articles by famous contributors from previ
ous editions of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
special-topic databases, the biographies of no
table people arranged by date of birth, and the 
brain-bending word game, Hapax Legomena.

Britannica C D  98 Standard Edition is also 
ava ilab le  in a 'netw orkab le ' version for 
schools, libraries and businesses. Contact B ri
tannica on 1800 801 001 for details and 
prices. ■
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m em bers, $10 non-m em bers. 
The tour is free. C on tact: Kerrie 
Kelly, ph 03 9669  9037,
kerriek@ slv.v ic.gov.au .

• 12/10 ALIA Home Libraries 
Special Interest group m eet
ing. Sam  M errifie ld  Library, 762 
M t A lexand er Road, M o o n ee  
Ponds. 10am . C o n tact: C o lleen  
O 'Brien , ph 03 9370 5144.

W A
• 2/9 WA Local Studies sec
tion. Visit to the N ationa l A r
chives o f  Australia  (Perth ). C o n 
tact: Ju lie  Zuvela , ph 08 9386 
6230, jzuve la@ ned lan d s.
w a .gov.au .

• 4/9 WA Special Libraries sec
tion. Bi-m onth ly breakfast. 
Speaker: Peter Forrestal, ed itor of 
The Wine Magazine. V enu e : Ho
tel G rand  C hancello r, 707 W e l 
lington Street, Perth . T im e: 
7:30am , cost: $15. C ontact: Elfr- 
ida, ph/fx 08 9383  3869,
m illro ss@ w an tree .co m .au . RSVP 
by 31/8.

• 16/9 WA Library Technicians 
section meeting. Venue: L IS W A  
at 5 :30pm . C o n tact: W e n d y  
M on aghan , ph 08 9427 3267, fx 
08 9427 3256, w m o n a g h a n @  
m ail.lisw a.w a.gov.au .

• 23/9 & 30/9 WA Special Li
braries section. Two evening 
Seminar/workshop: Contract ne
gotiation. Speaker: Ray Fells, In
dustrial Re lations and N e g o tia 
tion Lectu rer, U W A . 6-8 :30pm , 
$81.00. A lexander C o llege, Lec
ture Theatre 1, 8th Floor, 95 St 
G eo rges Terrace. C o n tact: 
G ayno r Deal, ph 0414  275 754 
(m ob ile ), d ea lgp@ n et1  ,nw . 
com .au . C heques to: A L IA  Sp e 
cial Libraries Section W A  Group , 
PO Box 7582, C lo isters Square, 
W A . RSVP by 15/9.

• 24/9-22/10 National Special
Libraries section. C om m ittee  
meetings dates. Location: Room 
G2, A lexan d er Lib rary Bu ild ing , 
Perth, W A  at 5pm on 24/9 and 
22/10 in 1998. N e w  co m m ittee  
m em bers and/or observers/visi- 
tors to Perth are w e lco m e . C o n 
tac t Jo yc e  Steven i ph 08 9366 
4746, fx 08 9366  4779,
s teven ij@ eec .com .au .

• 28/9-16/11 WA Special Li
braries section. Com m ittee  
meetings. 5 .30-6 .30pm . Venue: 
To be advised. 28/9, 26/10, 16/
11. C o n ta ct: Ling H ean g  ph 
0418  941 861, H E A N G S L @
big foot.co

• 20/10 WA Library Techni
cians section meeting Venue: 
H o llyw o o d  Private H osp ital Li
b rary at 6pm . C o n ta ct: W e n d y  
M on aghan , ph 08 9427 3267, fx 
08 9427  3256, w m o n a g h a n @  
m ail.lisw a.w a.gov.au .

• 4/11 WA Local Studies sec
tion AGM G u est speaker: Dr 
Jan Ryan on Chinese im m igration  
in Western Australia. V en u e : 
Chung  W a h  Association , North-
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