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C o m m i t t e d  en thus ias ts  o f  lo ca l  s tud ies  ha ve  fo r  m a n y  

years  w o rk e d  to  ensure  tha t  th e i r  loca l  'p a tc h e s '  have  

been c he r ished  and preserved. T h e i r  d e v o t io n  to  the i r  

cause  has in the  m a in  been u n n o t i c e d  and u n a c k n o w le d g e d  

in th e  w i d e r  c o m m u n i t y .  W i t h  the  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  the  c o n 

c e p t  o f  the  g lo b a l  v i l la g e ,  p e o p le  h a v e  been  e n c o u ra g e d  to  

t h i n k  g lo b a l l y ,  n o t  lo c a l l y ,  a n d  in te res t  in c o m m u n i t i e s  d e 

c l in e d .  Th is  idea  o f  a g lo b a l  v i l l a g e  has be en  s u p p o r te d  and 

e n c o u r a g e d  t h r o u g h  th e  g r o w th  o f  th e  In te rn e t ,  so th a t  a l 

t h o u g h  o n e  is an id e o lo g y  a n d  o n e  a te c h n o lo g y ,  w e  ha ve  

c o m e  to  a c c e p t  th e m  as b e in g  th e  sam e. T h e y  are no t ,  an d  

m is c o n c e p t i o n s  o c c u r  w i t h  b o th .

T h e  g lo b a l  n e tw o r k  (the In te rne t) ,  has be e n  a c c e p te d  as 

a to ta l  re s o u rc e  fo r  access to  i n f o r m a t io n ,  f o r  c o m m u n i c a 

t i o n ,  a n d  f o r  a c q u i r i n g  k n o w l e d g e ,  e v e n  at a lo c a l  le ve l .  

T h e re  has b e e n  a p r e s u m p t io n  th a t  th is  n e t w o r k  c o u ld ,  

s h o u ld ,  and  does, p r o v id e  access to  a ll  the  in fo rm a t io n  a v a i l 

a b le  in the  w o r l d .  W h i l e  th e  g lo b a l  n e tw o r k  is su c c e s s fu l ly  

acce ssed  b y  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p le  w o r l d - w i d e ,  a n d  users  d e 

v e lo p  'c o m m u n i t ie s  o f  in te res t '  w i t h  l i k e -m in d e d  p e o p le ,  th is 

in te ra c t io n  is sti l l c o n t ro l le d  b y  the  t e c h n o lo g y  an d  the  a v a i l 

a b i l i t y  o f  resources .  D e s p i te  th e  j o y  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  access 

g o v e rn m e n t ,  c o m m e r c ia l  a n d  s o m e  s p e c ia l is t  m a te r ia l ,  a c 

cess to  p r im a r y  s o u rc e  m a te r ia l  o f  in te re s t  to  h is to r ia n s  is 
n e g l i g ib le .  R ese a rch e rs  m a y  p e ru s e  w e b s i te s  a n d  l i b r a r y  

c a ta lo g u e s  a c ross  th e  w o r l d  w i t h  g re a t  g u s to ,  b u t  t h e  a r 

c h iv e s ,  m a n u s c r ip t s ,  e p h e m e ra  a n d  o u t - o f - p r i n t  b o o k s  are 
s im p ly  no t  acce ss ib le .  T h e  issue is c r i t i c a l  fo r  lo c a l  s tud ies  

m a te r ia l  w h i c h  is c u r r e n t ly  v e ry  p o o r l y  re p rese n ted .  O p p o r 

tu n i t ie s  fo r  n e t w o r k in g  loca l  s tud ies  c o l l e c t i o n s  are r a p id ly  

e x p a n d in g  a n d  lo c a l  s tu d ie s  p ro fe s s io n a ls  m u s t  ask t h e m 

se lves i f  access to  the  m a te r ia l  is th e  m a in  issue, o r  s h o u ld  

a g lob a l  n e tw o rk  re p lace  face - to - face  c o n ta c t ,  the  e x p e r ie n c e  

o f  the senses, an d  the a m b ie n c e  o f  the  ph ys ica l  e n v i r o n m e n t?

Loca l  a n d  p u b l i c  h is to ry  en thus ias ts  m u s t  ask th e m se lve s  

th e  q u e s t io n s ,  s h o u ld  lo c a l  h is to r y  re s o u rc e s  be a v a i l a b le  

w o r ld - w id e ?  In w h a t  f o r m a t  s h o u ld  th e y  be presen ted?  W h o  
are the  bene f ic ia r ies?  W h a t  w i l l  be  the  im p a c t  on  lo c a l  c o m 

m u n i t ie s  i f  th is  in f o r m a t io n  can  o n l y  be  accessed e l e c t r o n i 

ca l ly?  Can the  cost be ju s t i f ie d  o r  w o u l d  m o n e y  an d  e f fo r t  be 
be t te r  spen t  in c o - o p e r a t i v e  e f fo r ts  in c o m p i l i n g  in d e xe s  and

b ib l i o g r a p h ie s  at a re g io n a l  an d  n a t io n a l  leve l?  B ecause  o f  

the  u n iq u e n e s s  o f  th is  loca l  m a te r ia l  it m a y  be v e ry  v a lu a b le  

b u t  o n l y  to  a l im i t e d  a u d ie n c e .  S tu d y in g  th e  o r ig in a l  in its 
c u l tu ra l  e n v i r o n m e n t  m a y  w e l l  reveal a w e a l th  o f  p e r t in e n t  

b u t  h i t h e r to  u n k n o w n  in fo r m a t io n .

Fu rthe r ,  w h a t  w i l l  be th e  im p a c t  on  loca l  c o m m u n i t i e s  if 

th e  e m p h a s is  is to  m a k e  resources  a v a i la b le  in te rn a t io n a l l y ?  

W i l l  the  c o m m u n i t y  lose c u l tu ra l  con tro l?  A re  w e  to  c o n s id e r  

th a t  ph ys ica l ,  cu l tu ra l  an d  e m o t io n a l  a t ta c h m e n t  to  a p a r t i c u 

la r  lo c a l i t y  is no  lo n g e r  a cc e p ta b le ?  In the  soc ia l  sense the  

te r m  'g lo b a l  v i l l a g e '  is an o x y m o r o n .  A  ' v i l l a g e '  d e n o te s  a 

s m a l l  c o m m u n i t y  o f  p e o p le  b e lo n g in g  to  a d e f in e d  lo c a l i t y ,  

w i t h  c o m m o n  e xp e r ie n ce s  an d  m e m o r ie s  o f  ac t iv i t ies ,  events  

a n d  p e o p le  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  th a t  re g io n  as w e l l  as the  w i d e r  

c o m m u n i t y .

D r  G e o f f  G a l l o p  in his p a p e r  at the  T im e k e e p e rs : fo rg in g  

l in k s  in  lo c a l s tu d ie s  c o n fe re n c e  (Perth , 1 9 97 ) ,  stressed th a t  

th e  m o v e  t o w a r d ,  an d  a c c e p ta n c e  of , n o n - re s id e n t ia l  c o m 
m u n i t ie s  c o u ld  resu l t  in a b r e a k d o w n  in n e ig h b o u r l in e s s ,  an 

in c re a se d  g a p  b e tw e e n  r ic h  a n d  p o o r ,  a n d  th e  c o l la p s e  o f  

' l o c a l  id e n t i t y ,  lo c a l  m e m o r y ,  lo c a l  p a r t i c ip a t io n ,  a n d  loca l  

f a c i l i t i e s ' .  It is th is  f r a g m e n ta t io n  w h i c h  is c a u s in g  a re su r

g e n c e  o f  in te res t  in lo c a l  s tud ies .  In an age o f  h ig h  t e c h n o l 

og y ,  w h e r e  th e  c u l tu ra l  e m p h a s is  is o n  g lo b a l  even ts ,  the re  

is a y e a rn in g  fo r  a t a n g ib le  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  th e  past an d  a 

c o m m u n i t y  w h i c h  n u r tu re s  a n d  suppor ts .

T h e  p o w e r  o f  a s t ro n g  lo c a l  s tud ies  c o l l e c t i o n  to g e th e r  

w i t h  d y n a m i c  p e rs o n a l i t ie s  can  p r o v id e  a ca ta ly s t  fo r  re -c re 
a t in g  a sense o f  loca l  id e n t i t y  an d  a v is io n  fo r  the  fu tu re .  Th e  

l i b ra r y  p ro fe s s io n  has a key  ro le  to  p la y  in fo s te r in g  c o - o p 

e ra t io n  a m o n g  d iv e rs e  c o m m u n i t y  g ro u p s  to  m a k e  sure su f 

f i c i e n t  f u n d in g  is m a d e  a v a i la b le  fo r  the  re te n t io n ,  p re s e rv a 

t io n ,  an d  access to  these u n iq u e  records . P u b l ic  l ib ra r ies  can  

p la y  a m a jo r  pa r t  in s u p p o r t in g  lo c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  D is c u s 

s ions on  p ro fess ion a l  s tandards  and re c o g n i t io n  o f  soc ia l  and  

c u l tu ra l ,  as w e l l  as in fo rm a t io n  and  te c h n o lo g y  needs, s h o u ld  

ta ke  p la c e  at a n a t io n a l ,  re g io n a l  an d  loca l  leve l  to  p rese rve  

n o t  o n ly  the  reco rds  b u t  th e  u n iq u e n e ss  o f  the  loca l  c o m m u 

n i t y .  In p r e s e rv in g  t h e  lo c a l  i d e n t i t y  w e  c o n t r i b u t e  to  th e  

p re s e rv a t io n  o f  o u r  n a t io n a l  id e n t i t y .  ■

L o c a l  s t u d i e s  d i s c u s s i o n  l i s t
aliaLOCAL is an electronic discus- 
sion/mailing list (listserv) for librar
ians and others interested in local 
studies librarianship, local history 
and heritage issues in Australia. The 
list is organised by the ALIA Local 
Studies national section. Launched in 
Decem ber 1997, the list is open to 
anyone who wishes to join. 
aliaLOCAL is not a moderated list, 
and any messages posted to 
aliaLOCAL are automatically sent to 
all subscribers.

aliaLOCAL was launched fo llow 
ing the First ALIA National Local 
Studies conference in South Perth, 
W estern Australia, in September 
1997. In the spirit of that conference, 
entitled T im e k e e p e rs : fo rg in g  lin k s  in  

lo c a l s tudies, the aim of aliaLOCAL is 
to forge links between: historical re
searchers and local communities; 
new directions in local history and 
the broader com m unity; previous 
generations and their descendants; 
theory and practice in local studies li

brarianship; historic records and peo
ple who use them; new technological 
developments in accessing and man
aging local history resources for local 
studies professionals and historical 
researchers. For more inform ation  
(including subscription instructions), 
take a look at the ALIAnet listserv 
web pages at http://w ww .alia.org.au/ 
alianet/listservs. Please direct any 
enquiries, concerns or problems to 
the aliaLOCAL listowner: Roger 
Horgan rhorgan@ois.com.au ■
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