
North Sydney residents discover 
* 3 l sense of pi ace’

O ra l h is to r y  v o lu n te e r  in te r v ie w e rs  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  o r a l h is to r y  c o l le c t io n  a t  S ta n to n  L ib ra ry  1 9 9 7

Stanton Library's local studies collection

S t a n to n  L ib r a r y ,  N o r t h  S y d n e y  

C o u n c i l ' s  P u b l ic  L ib r a ry  is o n e  o f  

S y d n e y  best an d  b u s ie s t  p u b l i c  l i 
b ra ry  systems. Lo ca ted  ne a r  N o r th  S yd

n e y 's  c e n t r a l  bu s in e ss  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  l i 
b r a r y  se rves  a re s id e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

53  0 0 0  p lu s  a d a i l y  i n f l u x  o f  s o m e  

50  0 0 0  w o rk e rs  to  th is  v ib ra n t  c o m m e r 

c ia l  a rea .  N o r t h  S y d n e y ,  as its n a m e  

im p l ie s ,  is d i r e c t l y  d u e  n o r th  o f  the  C i ty  

o f  S ydne y ,  across the  h a rb o u r  an d  c o n 

n e c te d  to  it b y  th e  S y d n e y  H a r b o u r  

B r id g e  an d  T u n n e l .  T h e  la n d s c a p e  fe a 

tu res  n u m e r o u s  h a r b o u r  fo r e s h o re  v is 

tas, pa rks  a n d  w a lk s ,  a b u sy  

c o m m e r c ia l  bus iness d is t r ic t  and  a r ich  

h e r i t a g e  a n d  h is to r y  i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  

th e  e a r ly  d a ys  o f  S y d n e y  T o w n .  N o r th  

S yd n e y 's  in n o v a t i v e  a p p ro a c h  to  o p e n -  
s ty le  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  u rb a n  an d  h e r i t 

age  p l a n n i n g  m a k e  i t  a u n iq u e  

c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  a s trong sense o f  p lace  

an d  c o m m u n i t y  i n v o l v e m e n t .

D u e  to  t h e  ra p id  u r b a n  d e v e l o p 

m e n t  w h i c h  has ta k e n  p la c e  o v e r  the  

last fo r t y  years ,  N o r t h  S y d n e y  C o u n c i l  

is d e d i c a t e d  to  p r e s e r v in g  its h is to r y  

an d  h e r i ta g e  fo r  th e  fu tu re .  S tan ton  L i

b ra ry 's  H is to r i c a l  S e rv ices  D e p a r tm e n t  
is r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  p r o v i d i n g  se rv ice s  

a n d  fa c i l i t i e s  w h i c h  a im  to :

•  p re s e rv e ,  d e v e l o p  a n d  m a in t a i n  a 

u n iq u e  N o r t h  S y d n e y  L o c a l  S tud ies  
a n d  A r c h i v e  C o l l e c t i o n ;

•  m a n a g e  a n d  c o - o r d i n a t e  C o u n c i l ' s  

c o m m u n i t y  m u s e u m s  ( h is t o r i c  si tes 
in th e i r  o w n  r igh t) ,  as w e l l  as St T h o 

m a s '  Rest Park  ( the e a r l ie s t  E u ropean  

b u r ia l  g r o u n d  o n  S y d n e y 's  N o r t h  
Shore ) ;

•  fo s te r  a n d  p r o m o t e  N o r t h  S y d n e y 's  

h is to ry  a n d  h e r i ta g e ;  a n d

•  p r o v id e  a q u a l i t y  h is to r ic a l  an d  in fo r 

m a t io n  se rv ice .

S ta n to n  L ib r a r y 's  f i rs t  l o c a l  h is to ry  

l ib ra r ia n  be gan  to  a c q u i re  an d  o rgan ise  

lo c a l  re sou rce s  o n  th e  h is to ry  an d  d e 

v e lo p m e n t  o f  N o r th  S y d n e y  in 1 9 7 4 .  In 

re cen t  years  o u r  fo cu s  has been  on  p r o 

v i d i n g  g re a te r  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  access to  

the  r ich  an d  va r ie d  resources c o n ta in e d  

w i t h i n  th e  D a v i d  Ear le  L o c a l  S tud ie s  

C o l l e c t i o n  ( n a m e d  in h o n o u r  o f  a 

f o r m e r  re s id e n t  w h o  w a s  a c t iv e  in the 

he r i tage  and c o n s e rv a t io n  m o v e m e n t  o f  

th e  1 9 7 0 s ) .  B o th  c a t a l o g u i n g  a n d  i n 

d e x in g  are used to  d e s c r ib e  lo c a l  s tu d 

ies m a te r ia ls .  M o n o g r a p h s ,  se r ia ls ,  
N o r t h  S y d n e y  C o u n c i l  R a te /V a lu a t io n  

a n d  M i n u t e  B o o ks  an d  m i c r o f i c h e / m i -  

c r o f i lm  resources  are c a ta lo g u e d  at e i 

the r  m o n o g r a p h ic  o r  ser ia l  leve l .  O t h e r  

fo r m a ts  a re  i n d e x e d  u s in g  F l in t  a n d  

B erry 's  L o c a l s tu d ie s  c o lle c t io n s : g u id e 

lin e s  a n d  s u b je c t  h e a d in g s  fo r  o rg a n is 

in g  a n d  in d e x in g  re so u rce s  (1 9 8 5 ) .

O v e r  th e  last t w o  yea rs  w e  h a v e  
b e g u n  to  c a ta lo g u e  ra th e r  th a n  in d e x  

s o m e  o f  these  o th e r  m a te r ia ls .  T o  da te ,  
6 0 6 6  b la c k  a n d  w h i t e  p h o to g r a p h s ,  

1 6 6 8  v e r t i c a l  f i les ,  14 5  p o s tc a rd s  a n d  

4 0 0  s u b d iv is io n  p lan s  ha ve  be en  c a ta 

lo g u e d .  In la te  1 9 9 7  w e  b e g a n  c a t a 
lo g u in g  th e  m a p /p la n  c o l l e c t i o n .

W e  a n t i c ip a t e  th a t  p u b l i c  a w a r e 

ness a n d  use o f  the  D a v id  Earle Lo ca l  
S tu d ie s  C o l l e c t i o n  w i l l  i n c re a s e  as 

m o re  i tem s are c a ta lo g u e d  a n d  a c c e s 

s ib le  v ia  th e  l i b r a r y ' s  O P A C  a n d  th e  
w i d e r  S h o r e l in k  L ib ra ry  N e tw o r k .

A s  t e c h n o l o g y  im p r o v e s  a n d  b e 

c o m e s  a w a y  o f  l i fe  w i t h i n  o u r  l i b ra r y  

sys tem s ,  m o r e  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  re 

sou rces  are b e in g  t ra n s fe r re d  to  d ig i t a l  

f o r m a t .  A t  S ta n to n ,  w e  l a u n c h e d  o u r  

p h o t o - C D - R O M  T he  fa c e  o f  N o r th  

S y d n e y  in January  1 9 9 7 .  Th is  d isc  c o n 

ta in s  2 5 0 0  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  p h o t o 

g ra p h s  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  te x t  a n d  c o p y 
r ig h t  i n f o r m a t io n ,  o u r  h is to r y  a n d  

h e r i ta g e  i n f o r m a t io n  lea f le ts  ser ies an d  

the  fu l l  tex t  o f  N a m in g  N o r th  S y d n e y , a 

g u id e  to  th e  o r ig in s  o f  street p la c e  an d  

s u b u rb  na m e s  p u b l i s h e d  in la te  1 9 9 6 .

A p a r t  f r o m  o u r  p r i n t  s o u rc e s ,  i n 
c lu d in g  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h is to r ic a l  C o u n 

c i l  a r c h iv e s  an d  p h o to g ra p h s  c o l le c te d  
f r o m  th e  c o m m u n i t y  o v e r  th e  last  

tw e n t y  years , S ta n to n 's  H is to r i c a l  Serv
ices D e p a r t m e n t  a lso  c o l l e c t s  the  

v o ic e s  a n d  m e m o r ie s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  

w h o  l i v e d ,  w o r k e d  o r  c o n t r i b u t e d  in 

s o m e  w a y  to  th e  h is to r y ,  g r o w t h  a n d  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  N o r t h  S y d n e y .  I n t e r 

v ie w s  are ta p e d ,  lo g g e d  a n d  a d d e d  to  
th e  lo c a l  s tu d ie s  c o l l e c t i o n  fo r  p u b l i c  

access .  Th ese  t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w s  e n 

h a n c e  an d  c o m p l e m e n t  th e  lo c a l  s tu d 

ies c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p r i n t  a n d  i l l u s t r a te d  

m a te r ia ls .  T h e  i n f o r m a t io n  c o n t a i n e d  
w i t h i n  th is  v a l u a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  re 

c o rd in g s  descr ibes  the  r ich  c u l tu ra l  he r 

i tage th a t  is N o r th  S y d n e y .  T h e  c o l l e c 

t i o n  is used f o r  re s e a rc h ,  e x h ib i t i o n s  

and  d isp la ys  an d  p u b l ic a t io n s .  B e tw ee n  

1 9 9 4  an d  O c to b e r  1 9 9 7  w e  w e re  fo r tu 

na te  to  r e c e iv e  s p o n s o r s h ip  f r o m  the  

N o r th  S y d n e y  Leagues  C l u b  to  e m p l o y  

a p a r t - t im e  o ra l  h is to r y  c o - o r d i n a t o r  

w h o  e x te n d e d  t h e  e x is t in g  c o l l e c t i o n ,  

su p e rv ised  in te rv ie w s  an d  d o c u m e n te d  

the  c o l le c t io n  fo r  p u b l i c  access. T o day ,  

a te a m  o f  v o lu n te e r s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  the 

h is t o r i c a l  s e rv ic e s  m a n a g e r  a d d s  to  

m o re  th a n  2 0 0  h o u rs  o f  re c o rd in g s .

In o r d e r  to  c o m p l e t e  th e  p i c t u r e  

and p r o d u c e  D o w n  th e  B a y : th e  c h a n g 

in g  fo re sh o res  o f  N o r th  S y d n e y  (an ora l  

an d  p ic to r ia l  h i s to ry  la u n c h e d  in m id -  

1 9 9 7 )  a d d i t i o n a l  i n t e r v i e w s  w e r e  re 

c o r d e d .  In to ta l ,  t h i r t y  p e o p le  w e r e  in 

te r v ie w e d  and th e i r  u n iq u e  sto r ies fo rm  ►
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th e  basis  o f  the  p u b l i c a t i o n .  O u r  in te r 
v ie w e e s  w e r e  s o u g h t  w i d e l y  in th e  

c o m m u n i t y  v ia  r a d io  b roadca s ts ,  lo ca l  

press, c o m m u n i t y  ce n t re s ,  C o u n c i l  

c o m m u n i t y  c o m m i t te e s  and by  w o r d  o f  

m o u th .  T h e  o ld e s t  i n t e r v i e w e e  w as  

b o rn  in 1905, th e  y o u n g e s t  in 1 9 3 2 .

D o w n  th e  B a y  d e sc r ibes  th e  h is to ry  

o f  a s p e c i f ic  p la c e  a n d  p ro v id e s  access 

to  a c o l l e c t i v e  c o m m u n i t y  m e m o r y .  

T h e  p r o je c t  e n a b le d  th e  lo c a l  c o m m u 

n i ty  to  c o m m u n i c a t e  its fe e l in g s  a b o u t  

th e  past o f  th is  p la c e .  T h e  e l d e r l y  re 

s p o n d e n ts  o f  D o w n  th e  B a y  a re  th e  

o n l y  on es  w h o  e x p e r ie n c e d  s o m e  i m 

p o r ta n t  parts  o f  th is  past, such  as d r a 

m a t i c  h a r b o u r  f i re s ,  f e r r y  a c c id e n t s  

e ig h te e n - f o o te r  b o a t  races, i n f a m o u s  

lo ca l  ch a rac te rs  a n d  b o a t  b u i ld e rs ,  and  

a v is i t  b y  a v ia t o r  C h a r le s  K in g s fo rd -  
S m i th .  Th e  re c o rd in g  o f  th e i r  m e m o r ie s  

he lps  to  v a l id a te  th e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s  and 

he lps us d o c u m e n t  and  insti l a 'sense o f  

p la c e ' .  In th is  w a y ,  a n d  v ia  th e  c o l l e c 

t i o n  o f  r e c o r d in g s  n o w  o n  p u b l i c  a c 
cess w i t h i n  S ta n to n  L ib r a r y ,  th e

p r o je c t ' s  a im s  a n d  o b je c t i v e s  h a v e  
b e e n  f u l l y  m e t .  N o t  o n l y  d o  w e  h a v e  

th e  r e c o r d in g s  to  l is ten  to  a n d  le a rn  

f r o m ,  b u t  w e  a lso  have  a v a lu a b le  p u b 

l i c a t io n  a v a i la b le  to  the  w i d e r  p u b l i c .

T h r o u g h  o u r  lo c a l  s tu d ie s  a n d  a r 

c h i v e  c o l le c t io n s ,  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  m u 

seum s  and o u r  w i d e  an d  d ive rse  p u b l i c  

p r o g r a m  o f  e x h ib i t i o n s ,  le c tu re s  to u rs  

an d  p u b l ic a t io n s ,  S tanton L ib ra ry 's  H is 

t o r i c a l  S e rv ic e s  D e p a r t m e n t  p r o v id e s  

access  to  a r ic h  h is to r y  a n d  c u l t u r e  

w h i c h  is u n iq u e l y  N o r th  S ydne y ,  w h i l e  

at th e  sam e t im e  e n su r in g  th a t  th e  c o m 

m u n i t y  p lays  a ro le  in its p re s e rv a t io n .

S ta n to n  L ib r a r y ' s  H i s t o r i c a l  S e rv 
ices  T e a m  co n s is t s  o f  t h re e  f u l l - t i m e  

s taf f;  th e  h is to r i c a l  se rv ice s  m a n a g e r ,  

M a rg a r e t  Park ;  a s e n io r  l i b ra r ia n ,  h is 

t o r i c a l  s e rv ice s ,  L e o n ie  M a s s o n ;  a n d  

h is t o r i c a l  s e rv ic e s  o f f i c e r ,  A d r i a n a  

F e le t -P ezo ;  p lus  a tea m  o f  f i f te e n  c o m 

m u n i t y  v o lu n te e r s  w h o  ass is t  w i t h  
g u id in g  at th e  m u se u m s /R e s t  Park, i n 

d e x in g  lo ca l  s tud ies  p ro jec ts ,  a n d  o ra l  
h is to ry  in t e r v ie w in g .  ■

C o m m u n i t y  h e r i t a g e  g r a n t s  
p r e s e r v e  f u t u r e
T w enty-tw o  com m unity heritage organisations from  every Australian state 
and te rrito ry  have received grants to ta lling  $70  000  to assist them  w ith  the  
preservation of docum entary heritage collections in the ir custody.

Representatives o f the organisations w ere  presented w ith  their grants by 
the president o f the Senate, M argaret Reid at a cerem ony at the N ational Li
brary o f Australia on 2 O cto ber 1997. The Com m unity Heritage Grants Pro
gram , w hich is adm inistered by the NLA, provides grants o f up to $ 5 0 0 0  to  
assist in the preservation o f docum entary heritage m aterial of national sig
nificance.

Since the program's inception in 1994  more than eight communities have 
benefited from  funds provided through Australia's leading grassroots docu
mentary preservation initiative. In this tim e, a total of $260  000  has been dis
tributed to libraries, historical societies and com m unity organisations to  help 
them  preserve, store, m icrofilm  and digitise their valuable docum entary col
lections.

Successful applicants this year include: Furneaux Historical Research As
sociation on Flinders Island; Tranby Co-operative fo r Aborigines; Barnardos 
Australia; M aritim e  Museum  o f Tow nsville; N garinyin  Aboriginal C orpora
tion ; V ic to rian  Services fo r D e a f C h ild ren ; Spastic C entre  o f N e w  South 
W ales; M e lb o u rn e  H e b re w  C ongregation; Friends o f G o o lw a  and  
Kumarangk, to preserve the Hindm arsh Island Bridge Collection .

As a result o f the C om m unity  H eritage Grants Program , future genera
tions w ill have access to valuable docum ents and photographs w hich  m ight 
otherw ise have been lost due to the effects of age, light, dust, hum id ity  and 
insects. The program  recognises and supports the distributed national co l
lection of significant docum entary heritage m aterials —  a collection w hich  
is located all over Australia, not just in the national collecting institutions of 
the capital cities.

For inform ation on the Com m unity Heritage Grants contact the National 
Initiatives and C ollaboration  Branch o f the NLA, telephone 02 6262  1137 , 
fax 02 6273  4535 , niac@ nlc.gov.au, h ttp ://w w w .n la .g ov .au /n iac /ch g  ■
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ALIA 
Awards for 
Innovation 
in Victoria

Nominations are now being 
called for the 1998 award

These awards, first awarded in 1996, recognise 

innovative practices by library staff in Victoria in 

any aspect of library activity -  for example, 

design of a brochure or world wide web page, 

or for teamwork. An award is made in each of 

the following catagories: academic (universities 

and TAFE); public libraries; school libraries; 

special libraries; law libraries; and health 

libraries. The awards are open to library staff at 

all levels who are personal ALIA members.

Application information is available ALIA 

National Office, P0 Box E441, Kingston 2604 

phone 02 6285 1877, fax 02 6282 2249 

e-mail awards@alia.org.au 

URL http://www.alia.org.au/awardy
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• Bound volumes or long 
£ h r  dlrgus. runs. A IM 9 th  and 20th  
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(Member of the Ephemera Society of Australia)
Paper World Pty Ltd
23 Regent Street, Prahran, Vic 3181
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