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L ast month I reported on the m ajor 
m akeover that the A L IA n e t 
w ebpages have undergone to pro­

v id e  m em bers w ith  a web-based serv­
ice that offers even-greater ease-of-ac- 
cess. The process is still underw ay (and 
m ay take som e months to com p le te ly  
revise all 3500 pages) and w e  are in the 
throes of adding some extra functiona l­
ity to A L IA n e t on the w ay .

O n e  in itia tive  that w ill be more- 
fu lly  deve loped  in the near future is an 
o n lin e  po lling  m echan ism , w h ic h  w e  
have been tinkering with for some time, 
but should be com p le te ly  operationa l 
in tim e for partic ipation  in the O n lin e  
A ustra lia  D a y  schedu led  for m id-N o ­
vem ber.

This po lling  m echan ism  w ill a llo w  
us to ask questions of v isitors to A L ­
IA net on a w id e  range of top ics , and 
w ill offer visitors the opportun ity to see 
the results of the poll instantly. These 
'vo te r su rveys ' or 'o n lin e  p o lls ' are a 
w a y  of gauging the pulse of the nation 
(or at least the pulse of visitors to A L ­
IAnet!). Look for links from our regular 
hom e page and the w hat's  new  pages.

An im portant in itia tive  d eve lop ed  
in the past month is a lia N E W S ,  an e- 
mail broadcast service that w ill p rovide 
subscribers w ith  regular updates of a 
range of activities, from developm ents 
and initiatives from A L IA  N ational O f ­
fice, news of interest to the sector, to a 
regular snapshot of the additions to and 
updates of the various areas of the A L IA  
website.

M em bersh ip  renew al forms, and all 
future m em bersh ip  app lica tio n  forms, 
w ill have a checkbox included to a llow  
those w ith  e-mail addresses to ind icate 
if they w ou ld  like to opt in or out of the 
a lia N E W S  service. By  default, all new  
members (and renew ing members) w ith 
e-mail addresses w ill be au tom atica lly  
subscribed using the address shown on 
their m em bership form.

Those eager to subscribe now  can 
do so in the norm al m anner, fo llow ing  
instructions found in the e-list section 
of A L IA n et's  w ebpages. N ote that this 
list, like all other pub lic  lists hosted by 
the ALIA net list server, is open to m em ­
bers of the public. A L IA  m em bersh ip  is 
n o t  a prerequisite to subscribe. ■

Howards
GST
mandate
T he prim e minister, ]ohn H ow ard , 

has an n o u n ced  that he has a 
m andate to proceed w ith  the im ­

p lem entation  of the G o o d s  and S e rv ­
ices Tax fo llo w in g  the return of the 
C oa litio n  in last m onth 's federal e le c ­
tion.

A L IA  distributed a 'M em bers ' brief' 
about the G ST 's  im pact on the lib rary 
and inform ation sector w ith  the O c to ­
ber ed ition  of in C ite .

The brief stated that p ub lic  library 
services and education  lib rary services 
are GST-free but they do not escape the 
G S T  net com p le te ly .

A  G S T  w ill be charged on com m er­
c ia l activ it ie s  such as p h o tocop y ing  
but, due to the lack of detail the G o v ­
ernm ent has o ffic ia lly  issued about the 
G ST , there is still som e u ncerta in ty  
about w h ich  activities w ill be included.

A L IA  w ill co n tin u e  to lia ise w ith  
governm ent m inisters and m em bers of 
p arliam ent to h igh ligh t the im p act a 
G S T  w ill have on the lib rary and infor­
mation sector.

In a reshuffle of portfolios and d e ­
partments, Senator R ichard  A lston has 
retained  the M in is try  of C o m m u n ic a ­
tions, the Information Econom y and the 
Arts but has been g iven  the extra re­
sponsib ility  of Inform ation Techno logy  
—  w h ich  w as form erly w ith the Depart­
m ent of F in a n ce  and A d m in is tra tion . 
The n ew  m in istry w ill now  be know n 
as C om m unications, Inform ation T ech ­
no logy and the Arts.

O th e r portfo lios o f re le van ce  and 
interest to us inc lude : John Anderson, 
M in is te r for Transport and R eg iona l 
S e rv ice s ; D a ry l W ill ia m s , A ttorney- 
G en e ra l; D r D av id  Kem p, the M in iste r 
for Education , T ra in ing  and Youth  A f­
fairs; Ian M a cd o n a ld , the M in is te r for 
Regional Services, Territories and Local 
G overnm en t.

The oppos ition  leader, K im  
B ea z le y , has also  an n o u n ced  his 
shad ow  m inistry. It inc ludes: Stephen  
Sm ith (C om m un ications); M ich a e l Lee 
(Ed u ca tio n ); C h e ry l Kernot (R eg ion a l 
D eve lopm ent, Infrastructure, Transport 
and Reg iona l Se rv ice s ); and D u n ca n  
Kerr (Arts). ■

Charting the 
information universe
13th National Cataloguing Conference

T he 13th National Cataloguing Conference w ill be held in Bris­
bane from 13-15 October 1999. Under the theme, Charting the 
in fo rm ation  universe, the conference will provide the opportu­

nity to explore the role played by cataloguing, and other methods of 
information organisation, in contemporary resource discovery.

The theme implies that cataloguers and other information organ­
isers are the map-makers of the information universe, who make pos­
sible the effective navigation and discovery of information resources.

A feature of the program will be a keynote presentation on the im­
pact of technological change on cataloguing principles and practice, 
to be delivered by Tom Delsey, director general, corporate policy and 
communication, National Library of Canada. He w ill also deliver a 
paper on the application of a modelling technique to analyse the 
Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules.

The primary audience w ill be those involved in library catalogu­
ing. Attendance is also encouraged from those working in related 
fields, such as indexing, information systems, metadata creation, and 
records management.

The call for papers w ill be advertised shortly. Queries should be 
directed to the conference e-mail address: cat99@im.com.au.
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