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The trivia of 
four Norman knights
Tony Cavanagh, quiz master

W hat do  the fo llo w in g  q u es 
tio n s  h a v e  in c o m m o n ?  
W h o  w a s  the  yo u n g est 

p erson  to w in  a m a tch  in a G ra n d  
S lam  tenn is s in g le 's  e ven t?  N a m e  the 
first A ustra lian-bo rn  person  to w in  a 
V ic to r ia  C ro ss ? W h o  w a s  the  first 
rugby league fu llb a ck  to sco re  a try in 
a test m atch ?

T h e  a c c e p te d  an s w e rs  to these  
q u es tio n s  in stand a rd  re fe ren ce  
sou rces h ave  been  found  to be in co r 
rect by contestants in the D e a k in  U n i 
v e r s i t y  L ib r a r y  T r iv ia  C h a l le n g e .

T h e  c h a lle n g e  has been  ru n n ing  
in va r io u s  gu ises s in ce  1991. In that 
t im e , a ro u n d  1250  q u estio n s  h av e  
b een  asked , w ith  fe w  d u p lic a t io n s . 
C on testan ts  a re  g iven  p len ty  o f tim e 
to a n s w e r the  q uestions and  m ay  use 
a n y  sou rces o f in fo rm atio n  they  like. 
So u n d s  ea sy ? W e l l ,  no team  has eve r 
sco red  o ne-hund red  per cen t in any  
o f the  fourteen  q u izzes.

T h e  q u es tio n s  c o m e  from  m a n y  
so u rces , but not from  o th e r t r iv ia  
qu izzes. I h ave  learned  to mistrust the 
o b v io u s , 'e v e ry o n e  k n o w s tha t', a n 
sw e r. T h e  c la s s ic  e x a m p le  w a s  the 
question  'F lo w  d id  K ing H aro ld  d ie  at 
the  B a tt le  o f H as tin g s  in 1 0 6 6 ? ' 
'E v e ry o n e ' kn o w s that he w a s  shot in 
the  e ye  w ith  an a rro w , but o n ly  on e  
team  th o u g h t to c h e c k  it. A n d  th e y  
fo u n d  that H a ro ld  liv e d  fo r se ve ra l 
hours after b e ing  struck  by the  a rro w  
an d  a c tu a l ly  d ied  w h e n  d is e m b o w 
e lled  w ith  a spear du ring  an attack by 
fou r N o rm a n  knights.

I am  a lw a y s  a m a z e d  at the  e x 
tra o rd in a ry  lengths som e team s w ill  
go to fin d  a n sw e rs  to q u estio n s . I 
o n ce  asked a q uestion  ab ou t the o r i
g in  o f th e  q u o ta tio n  u s u a lly  (bu t 
w ro n g ly ) attributed to M a lc o lm  Fraser 
—  'L ife  w a s n 't  m ean t to be e a s y '. 
O n e  team  rang  M a lc o lm  F raser for 
th e  a n s w e r ! T e am s  use A B N ,  C D -  
R O M  and database searches, the w e b  
and  that often neg lected  asset, the te l
ep h o ne , to fo llo w  up leads, as w e ll as 
the  lib ra ry 's  re fe ren ce  and  book  c o l 
le c tio n s . In th is sm a ll w a y ,  a t r iv ia  
q u iz  can  be seen as a re fe ren ce  ex e r
c is e . H o w e v e r ,  I h a v e  b een  d is a p 

p o in ted  w ith  the  re la t iv e ly  sm all 
n um ber o f lib raries and  lib rarians, es
p e c ia l ly  re fe ren ce  lib ra r ia n s , w h o  
h ave  taken  up the ch a lle n g e . W e  run 
tw o  q u iz ze s  e a ch  y e a r  and  I w o u ld  
be d e lig h ted  if m ore  lib ra ries  p a rtic i
pated.

To  w h e t  yo u r  appetite , fo llo w in g  
are a se le ctio n  o f questions from  p re 
v io u s  q u izzes . T h e  p rize  for the first 
correct en try w ill be a co p y  of G eo rg e  
B r o w n h i l l 's  I l l u s t r a t e d  g u id e  to  
G e e lo n g  a n d  d is t r i c t ,  se con d  ed itio n  
(G e e lo n g , D e a k in  U n iv e rs ity  Press, 
1990). C ontestan ts  w h o  h ave  p a rtic i
pated  in p rev io u s  ch a lle n g e s  are  in 
e lig ib le  for the  p rize  but m ay  subm it 
answ ers  if they  w ish .

1 .W h a t  is the sou thernm ost po in t on 
the m a in la n d  o f Sou th  A m e r ic a ?

2 .W h o  w a s  the  yo u n g e s t p erson  to 
w in  a m atch  in a G ra n d  S lam  ten 
nis s in g le 's  even t?

3 . In w h ic h  C o n a n  D o y le  s to ry  d id  
Sh e r lo ck  H o lm e s  first 'd ie '?

4 .  W h a t  w as  the n am e o f the first a n i
mal to star in an an im ated  ca rto o n ?

5 . W h e r e  w e re  the  o r ig in a l c o m 
m a n d o  tra in in g  cam p s  set up in 
A u s tra lia  du rin g  W o r ld  W a r  II?

6 . W h o  w a s  the  first person  to ride a 
b ic y c le  from  Perth  to M e lb o u rn e  
and  w h a t  y ea r d id  he do it?

7 . In the A rthu r U p f ie ld  book  M r  J e l
ly 's  B u s in e s s ,  w h a t  w a s  M r  Je lly 's  
business?

8 .  H o w  m a n y  tim es do  the  w o rd s  
'F iv e  d o lla rs ' a p p e a r  on the  1992 
A us tra lian  (p las tic ) $5 .00  note?

9 . W h ic h  of these bushrangers n eve r 
ex isted  —  C ap ta in  M o o n lite , C a p 
ta in  M e lv i l le ,  C a p ta in  S ta r lig h t, 
C ap ta in  T h u n d e rb o lt?

10 . T h e  tun e  o f the  B ritish  N a t io n a l 
A n th e m  G o d  s a v e  th e  Q u e e n  is 
a lso  used as the nationa l an them  of 
w h ic h  o ther co u n try ?

Sen d  y o u r  a n sw e rs  to  T o n y  
C a v a n a g h , D o c u m e n t  D e liv e r y  L i 
b ra rian , D eak in  U n iv e rs ity , G e e lo n g  
321 7, e-mail to n yc@ d e ak in .ed u .a u  ■
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