
S t a k e h o l d e r s  d i s c u s s  f u t u r e  o f  d i g i t a l  o b j e c t s

T he f u t u r e  o f  h a n d - h e l d  d ig i t a l  

o b je c ts  s u c h  as C D - R O M s  a n d  

f l o p p y  d isks  is r a p id l y  e m e r g in g  

as a m a jo r  n a t io n a l  c h a l l e n g e  f o r  c o l 

l e c t i n g  in s t i t u t i o n s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  p r e 

s e r v in g  t h e i r  c o n te n t s  f o r  f u t u r e  

g e n e ra t io n s .

C a p tu r in g ,  p re s e rv in g ,  a n d  p r o v i d 

in g  access to  th e  o f te n  s ig n i f i c a n t  c u l 

t u r a l  c o n te n t  b e in g  p u b l i s h e d  in these  

n e w  m e d ia  is p r e s e n t in g  m a n y  c h a l 

lenges. These issues m u s t  be addressed  

a n d  o v e r c o m e  i f  w e  are  to  save  a p e r 

m a n e n t  r e c o rd  o f  ' th e  A u s t ra l ia n  s to ry '  

b e in g  p u b l i s h e d  in these  fo rm a ts .

a n d  e s ta b l i s h  

m e c h a n is m s  to  fa 

c i l i t a t e  o n - g o i n g  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  a n d  

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  re la t 

in g  to  th e  l o n g 

t e r m  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

o f  d ig i t a l  p u b l i c a 
t io n s  in p h y s ic a l  

fo rm a ts .

A  re c e n t  t w o - d a y  n a t i o n a l  c o n 

s u l t a t i v e  m e e t i n g ,  c o n v e n e d  in  C a n 

b e r ra  b y  th e  N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  o f  A u s 

t r a l ia ,  b r o u g h t  t o g e th e r  m a jo r  

s t a k e h o ld e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i s h e r s ,  

c o n t e n t  p r o v id e r s ,  a n d  th e  s ta te  a n d  

n a t i o n a l  l ib ra r ie s ,  to  e x a m in e ,  f o r  th e  

f i rs t  t im e ,  key  p r in c ip le s  re la t in g  to  the  

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  h a n d - h e ld  d ig i t a l  p u b -  

I i c a t io n s .

T h e  g r o u n d - b r e a k i n g  f o r u m  a ls o  

s o u g h t  to  d e t e r m in e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s

F o r t y  p u b l is h e r s ,  c o n t e n t  p r o v id e r s ,  s t a t e  a n d  n a t io n a l  l ib r a r ia n s  

m e t  in  C a n b e r r a  t o  d is c u s s  h a n d - h e ld  d i g i t a l  p u b l ic a t i o n s

D u r i n g  th e  

c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  
f o r t y  i n d u s t r y  a n d  

l i b r a r y  re p re s e n ta 

t iv e s  d is c u s s e d  a 

b r o a d  ra n g e  o f  is

sues i n c l u d i n g  le 

ga l  a n d  v o l u n t a r y  

d e p o s i t ,  c o p y r i g h t ,  

access ,  l i c e n s in g ,  c o l l e c t i o n  d e v e l o p 

m e n t ,  c a t a l o g u i n g ,  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

pa ths .

K e y  e le m e n t s  o f  th e  p la n  to  d e 

v e lo p  s tra teg ies  fo r  th e  l o n g - te r m  p res 
e r v a t i o n  o f  a cce ss  to  s i g n i f i c a n t  A u s 

t r a l ia n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o n  C D - R O M  an d  

d is k  w e r e  d is c u s s e d .  T h e s e  e le m e n ts  

i n c l u d e d :  a n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  o n  the

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  A u s t ra l ia n  p u b l i c a t io n s  

o n  C D - R O M  a n d  f l o p p y  d i s k ;  a n d  a 
s ta n d a r d  a g r e e m e n t  c o v e r i n g  c o n d i 

t io n s  o f  use fo r  a l l  d e p o s i t  l ib ra r ie s .

M e e t i n g  re po r ts ,  p r e s e n ta t io n s  a n d  

s u rv e y  resu l ts  a re  a v a i l a b le  o n  th e  N a 
t io n a l  L ib r a ry  o f  A u s t ra l ia 's  w e b s i t e  at 

h t t p : / / w w w . n l a . g o v . a u / n i a c / m e e t i n g s /  

p h y s ic a l . h tm l  ■

LOCAL-LINK
D o  yo u  h a v e  a n  in te re s t  

in lo c a l s tu d ie s  is s u e s ?

K e e p  u p - t o - d a t e  w i t h  Local-Link, 
t h e  n e w s le t t e r  o f  t h e  A L I A  L o c a l  
S t u d ie s  S e c t io n .

N o n - m e m b e r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  o n ly  
$ 1 5  p e r  y e a r .

Enquiries to:
J a n  M i l le r  
S e c r e t a r y
A L I A  L o c a l  S t u d ie s  S e c t io n  
1 5  L e t s o m  W a y  
L a n g fo r d  W A  6 1 4 7

Keep up to date
w i t h

I n f o r m i t  C D - R O M

d a t a b a s e s :

♦  A U S T G U I D E

♦  A U  S T  h e a lth

♦  A U S T / a w

♦  A U S T L I T

♦  A U S T R O M

♦  B u s in e s s  A u s t r a l ia  o n  D is c

♦  C o m p u t i n g  &  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

♦  H e r i t a g e  &  E n v i r o n m e n t

♦  S tu d y in g  A P E C  o n  C D - R O M

Internet Publication

Gondwana to Gold:
a chronological history 
of Australia’.

Browse our free sample at:
www.informit.com.au/gondwana/
gondwana.html
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