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3533, karens@ariel.unimelb.edu.au or 
Jay Glaisyer (RAISS) ph 03 9326 5366, 
jay@swets.com.au RSVPs and cheques 
payable to: ALIA UCRLS Vic, Bag 65, 
Bundoora, 3083, ph 03 9408 7888, 
ypmail@yp1.yprl.vic.gov.au
• 11/12 Vic Branch/ACLIS. VicLIS Fo
rum Christmas party...watch for further 
details and flyer for RSVP and venue de
tails. $15 members, $30 non-members. 
Contact: Jo Marshall, marshallj@ 
wehi.edu.au
22-25/2/99 Australian Society of 
Indexers. Back of the book indexing. 
ACER Conference Room, 19 Prospect Hill 
Road, Camberwell. Cost: $250 ($225 for 
ASI members). Contact: Max McMaster, 
ph/fx 03 9571 6341, mindexer@ 
interconnect.com.au

W A
• 4/11 WA Local Studies section 
AGM. Quest speaker: Dr Jan Ryan on 
Chinese immigration in Western Austral
ia. Venue: Chung Wah Association, 
Northbridge. A tour of Chung Wah will 
follow the meeting. Contact: Julie Zuve- 
la, ph 08 9386 6230, jzuvela@ 
nedlands.wa.gov.au
• 16/11 WA Special Libraries sec
tion, Committee meetings. 5:30— 
6:30pm. Venue: To be advised. Contact: 
Ling Heang ph 0418 941 861, HEANGSL 
@bigfoot.co
• 17/11 WA Library Technicians sec
tion meeting. AGM and dinner. Venue: 
LISWA at 5:30pm. Contact: Wendy Mona
ghan, ph 08 9427 3267, fx 08 9427 3256, 
wmonaghan@mail.liswa.wa.gov.au
18-20/11 Train the internet trainer
Nationally recognised short course from 
the Internet Training Institute. Perth con
tact: Else Paeglis, ph 1800 039 098, 
info@iti.com.au URL http://www.iti. 
com.au/TTT/
• 10/12 WA Branch. End of year func
tion and continuing professional devel
opment. Library's, librarians and me. 
Guest speaker: Author Glyn Parry. Ven
ue: Rosie O'Grady's, Northbridge, 6- 
7:30pm, cost: $8 ALIA members, $10 
non-members. Contact: Denise Barker, 
bellib@starwon.com.au

N a t io n a l
27-29/1/99 The History Institute
Vic. Summer School of Historical Re
search. 3-day course for researchers: vis
it archival repositories in learn informa
tion access, develop research skills, spe
cialist archivists. Cost: $250 (all three 
days), $100 (selected days). Details: His
tory Institute, 254 Faraday Street, Carl
ton 3053. Ph/fx 03 9344 6209.
27-29/8/99 Australian Society of 
Indexers. Second International Confer-
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Making news around Australia
Selected reprints from newspapers and magazines in recent months

Intellectual infrastructure under threat
by Sh e lly  S im onds, A N U  R e p o r te r, V o lu m e 
29, N o  14, 23 Septem ber 1998

The falling  do lla r has caused a m ajor crisis 
for A ustra lian  un ive rs ity  lib raries, fo rcing  
them to cancel nearly $7 m illion in subscrip
tions to over-seas publications.

The falling exchange rate com bined  w ith  
rising prices has forced the A N U  Library to 
cut about $800 000 of overseas serials sub
scrip tions this year, lib rarian  C o lin  Stee le  
said. The cuts have been most severe in the 
sc iences. B y  the end of 1998, m ore than a 
third of b iom ed ica l pub lications w ill be d is
continued , and about a quarter of all serials 
rece ived  by A N U  w ill be d iscontinued  and 
about a quarter of all serials rece ived  in sc i
ence, law  and econom ics w ill be cance lled .

'T h e  m ajor research  co lle c tio n s  in this 
cou n try  are housed at un iversities and the 
C S IR O  and they are being d evasta ted .' M r 
Steele said. 'The intellectual infrastructure of 
this country  is under serious threat'.

The A N U  has jo in ed  o ther A ustra lian  
universities and the C S IR O  to form a 'fight
ing fund ' and d eve lop  strategic and business 
plans for national in itiatives. The group w ill 
also attempt to increase pub lic  awareness of 
the prob lem s facing  A ustra lia 's  in te llectua l 
infrastructure.

'N o  one un ivers ity  can  so lve  this p rob 
lem alone. W e  must form national and inter
nationa l in itia tives to tack le  it', M r S tee le  
said.

Australian universities are facing a trip le 
w h am m y of funding cuts, a rise in the cost of 
serials, and the w eak  dollar.

The full text of this artic le  can be found 
at h ttp ://w w w .anu .edu .au/pad/A N U Rep/ 
V29-14/1 ibrary.htm l

Brought to book
E u re k a  S tre e t, Ju ly/August 1 998

C o lin  Stee le  raises s im ila r con cern s  in his 
artic le  w h ich  appears in the july/August ed i
tion of E u re ka  S tre e t. A cco rd ing  to M r Steele, 
an in te llectua l tim e bom b is tick ing  a w a y  
beneath the surface -  affecting not on ly  the 
research  co m m u n ity  but a lso  the n ation 's  
access to a w id e  range of inform ation.

Busy postgrad students demand change
C a m p u s  R e v ie w ,  16-22 Septem ber 1998

The chang ing  p ro file  of postgraduate stu
dents has ch a llen g ed  the w a y  un ivers ities  
d e liv e r programs and the w a y  they organise 
support structures a cco rd in g  to M a iread  
B ro w n e , dean of the U n iv e rs ity  G rad u a te  
Schoo l at the U n ivers ity  of Technology, Syd 

ney. The assum ption that postgraduate stu
dents are 22-year-old m ale scholarship ho ld 
ers studying full-time for a degree in sc ience 
is quite w rong.

Professor B ro w n e  said that keeping un i
versity offices open outside of normal house 
w ou ld  not genera lly  by a v iab le  proposition, 
but a lternative  channe ls  of com m un ication  
—  fax and e-mail for exam p le —  cou ld  be 
better utilised to assist students.

To help a llev ia te  the problem s faced by 
those w o rk ing  and studying, the U n ivers ity  
of T e ch n o lo g y  S yd n e y  is redesigning  and 
upgrading the schoo l's  w ebsite. The project 
is p lanned  to inc lude chat lines and a fa c il
ity for the e lectron ic  subm ission of adm in is
trative forms.

Worrying statistics in Western Australia
by G a y  M c N a m a ra , T h e  W e s t A u s t r a l ia n ,  
7 O c to b e r 1 998

W e s t A ustra lians m ake the few est visits to 
pub lic  libraries acco rd ing  to a recent report 
by the A ustra lian  Bureau  of Statistics. And  
acco rd in g  to the statistics it is the those in 
the ir late teens as w e ll as those aged be
tw een  tw en ty  and thirty w h o  have deserted 
pub lic  libraries.

State L ib rarian , Lyn A llen , d isputes the 
figures and argues that m a in ta in ing  loans 
w as m ore re levant than visits. W est Austra l
ians actu a lly  borrow  about eight books per 
person each  year —  about one book m ore 
than N e w  South W a le s  readers.

To com bat falling  visitor num bers, pub
lic  lib raries in the state are im p lem enting  
on line  programs to help attract younger peo
ple to the libraries. M ost libraries have inter
net access, and are m oving tow ards on-line 
catalogues. There are plans to inc lude refer
ence m aterial on-line, but M s A llen  believes 
that publishers w ill be reluctant to a llo w  free 
on-line access to fiction.

$1.8m funding
for library internet terminals
S h e p p a r to n  N e w s , 25 Septem ber 1998

A  $1.8m  internet program  has been an 
nounced  by A lan  Stockdale , V icto rian  m in 
ister for in fo rm ation  te ch n o lo g y  and 
m u ltim ed ia . 'L ib ra r ie s ' o n lin e ' w ill d oub le  
the num ber of pub lic  access internet term i
nals throughout V ic to ria 's  pub lic  libraries.

The $1.8 m illion  w ill also be used to ex
plore w ays  of p rovid ing continuous on-line 
access to lib rary services; look at the use of 
sate llite  techn o lo g y  to im prove the q ua lity  
and speed of internet access; and investigate 
using te ch n o lo g y  to m ake internet access 
easier for the d isadvan taged , the d isab led ,
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and e lderly  V icto rians, as w e ll as those w h o  
use languages other than English.

Bayside libraries are the best in the state
T h e  A d v e r t is e r  B r ig h to n /S a n d r ig h a m  
5 O c to b e r 1 998

Bays ide Library Serv ice  has been recognised 
as one of the best library services in the state 
in the recent 1998 Arts V ic to ria  Local G o v 
ernm ent and Arts Leadersh ip  A w ard s. The 
Se rv ice  w on  a Best P ractice  M anagem ent of 
a L ib rary Se rv ice  aw ard  in recognition of it's 
innovative  programs to support arts and cu l
ture in B ays id e  and the strong links the li
braries have w ith  the com m un ity .

Apple seeks to escape cyberspace
H e len e  Zam petak is, T h e  F in a n c ia l  R e v ie w ,
1 O c to b e r 1 998

App le Corp  has developed  tools to suck peo
p le  out o f c yb e rsp a ce  and put them  back 
into the real w orld . The techno logy includes 
in terac tive  com p uter screens, a search en 
gine that responds to descrip tions instead of 
keyw ords and tools that encourage co n ve r
sation over the internet.

But the m arket is not ready for these 
tools, a cco rd in g  to D r Kristina W o o ls e y , a 
scientist w ith  the com pany. Dr W o o ls e y  said 
the cha llenge  has becom e how  to use co m 
pu tational te ch n o lo g y  to en h an ce  the real 
w orld .

T e ch n o lo g y  has the potentia l to offer 
e v e ryo n e  access to 'the  w o r ld 's  treasure 
troves '. It cou ld  help  d istribute inform ation 
and break d o w n  barriers, ho w eve r it cou ld  
also  en trench  ineq u ity  by con so lid a tin g  
pow er in the hands of those w h o  contro lled  
the business.

Dr W o o ls e y  w as in M e lb o u rne  recently 
to d e liv e r a keyno te  address at the A p p le  
university  Consortium  C onference.

Books dive with dollar
by Jane A lbert, T h e  A u s t r a l ia n ,
30 Septem ber 1 998

The w eak  Austra lian  do lla r and rising o ve r
seas prices have forced university libraries to 
can ce l subscrip tions acco rd ing  to a survey 
conducted  by the C ounc il of Australian U n i
versity Librarians. In most cases, the facu lty 
of sc ience w as the hardest hit.

Library access easier
T h e  C a n b e r ra  T im e s , 28 Septem ber 1998

A new  term inal connectiv ity  product is m ak
ing access to the resources of the N ational 
L ib ra ry  o f A us tra lia  easier. H um m ing b ird  
H ostExp lo rer, a llo w s  on-line access to the 
national database and other sections of the 
lib rary . The H os tExp lo re r is being  used to

connect remote users to the library's Austral
ian B ib lio g rap h ic  N e tw o rk  through an IB M  
m ainfram e.

La Trobe urged to open up
by M ich a e l G ea ry , P re s to n  P o s t T im e s ,  
1 6 Septem ber 1998

The N orth  East C o rrid o r Strateg ic P lan , has 
re co m m en d ed  o p en in g  the La T ro b e  U n i 
ve rs ity  lib ra ry  to D a re b in  residents. T h e  
study, com m iss io ned  by D a reb in  C o u n c il,  
considers deve lop m en t options for the c ity 's  
north.

The report identifies a lack of lib rary fa
cilities in the surrounding area and suggests 
that the un iversity  lib rary cou ld  be used by 
loca l seco n d ary  schoo ls , and perhaps 
opened to the general public.

Bill Clinton netted
T h e  S y d n e y  M o r n in g  H e ra ld ,
1 8 Septem ber 1998

W h e n  the a llegations of Pau la  Jones against 
president C lin ton  w ere  first m ade pub lic , the 
mainstream  m edia in the U n ited  States d isre
garded them. It w as not until the publication  
of 'The D rudge Report' on the internet that 
the m ainstream  m ed ia  took the a llegations 
seriously. The p u b lica tio n  of the report on 
the internet seriously hurt president C lin ton  
—  once  the report w as on-line it w as im pos
sib le to contro l the flo w  of inform ation.

The internet a llow s readers to process the 
inform ation, and it defeats censorsh ip  by in 
terest groups. This w as the m otivation behind 
the decis ion  to p lace  the Starr report on the 
internet.

G iven  the dam age done to his reputation, 
it is ironic that president C lin ton  has been a 
strong b e lie ve r that the internet should  be 
free from governm ent regulation, advocating  
instead the use of filtering software.

Library a ‘disgrace’
by Peter Caton, D a i l y  N e w s  T w e e d  H e a d s ,
5 Septem ber 1 998

D ep u ty  M a yo r of the T w eed  Sh ire  C o u n c il 
has stated that the T w eed  H eads L ib ra ry  is 
the worst in N e w  South W a le s  —  citing  the 
fact that the library has the lowest num ber of 
books per cap ita  in the State.

The C o un c il recently  voted unan im ously  
to spent $1.22 m illion  to build  and equ ip  a 
new  library. The new  bu ild ing  w ill trip le the 
size of the existing library.

A  survey of the local population  is being 
conducted  to gauge levels of com m un ity  sat
isfaction w ith  the library service. Both library 
users and non-users w ill be surveyed. ■

ence, The August Indexer. Hobart, Tas
mania. Call for papers. Contact: Max 
McMaster, ph/fx 03 9571 6341, 
mindexer@interconnect.com.au
C o n  f e r e n c e
• 19-21/1/99 Information Online 
and On Disc 99 conference. Strate
gies for the next millennium. ALIA Infor
mation Science Section. Sydney Conven
tion and Exhibition Centre, Darling Har
bour. Contact: Wael Foda, ACMS, ph 02 
9332 4622, fx 02 9332 4066, 
online99@acms.com.au, http://www. 
csu.edu.au/special/online99/.
• 22-26/8/99 8th Asian Pacific Spe
cial Health and Law Librarians Con
ference. Strait to the future. Wrest 
Point Hotel Casino, Hobart. Contact: 
Mures Convention Management, Victo
ria Dock, Hobart 7000, ph 03 6234 
1424, 03 6234 4464, conventions® 
rnures.com.au URL http://www.alia. 
org.au/conferences/strait/
• 6-8/9/99 Reference and Informa
tion Service section conference. 
1999 and Beyond — Partnerships and 
Paradigms. Venue: Hilton Hotel, Sydney. 
Contact: ACMS — Conventions & Exhi
bitions Pty Ltd, PO Box 468, Paddington 
2021, ph 02 9332 4622, fx 02 9332 
4066, raiss99@acms.com.au, http:// 
www.csu.edu.au/special/raiss99/.
• 8-10/9/99 10th National Library 
Technician section Conference.
Theme: Projections Reflections. Venue: 
The Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle. Con
tact: Anne Nicolay, Keynote Conferenc
es, PO Box 1126, West Leederville 6001, 
ph 08 9382 3799, fx 08 9380 4006, 
keynote@ca.com.au
• 13-15/10/99 13th National Cata
loguing Conference. Theme: Charting 
the Information Universe. Place: Bris
bane. Venue: To be advised. More de
tails to follow.
• 14-17/11/99 1999 Public Librar
ies Conference. Place: Perth. Contact: 
Promaco Pty Ltd, ph 08 9364 8311, fx 
08 9316 1453, promaco@promaco. 
com.au

All incite Events are limited to 40 words 
maximum and must include: date, name of 
Division, title of event, theme and key speaker (if 
relevant), venue, time, costs, and a contact name 
with phone and fax numbers.
ALIA divisions should mail, e-mail or fax details 
of forthcoming events to the address shown 
below, or use our website electronic form on 
ALIAnet.
Non-ALIA entries: Send (at a cost of $40 for 40 
words) with your complete billing details to 
incite Events, ALIA, P0 Box E441, Kingston, ACT 
2604; fax 02 6282 2249, or e-mail 
events@alia.org.au. An invoice will be sent to 
the address indicated with your entry. For a small 
additional cost, your event may be listed on our 
website, Call for details.
• bu llets  ind icate  activ ities  

organ ised b y  ALIA Divisions
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