
Promoting professionalism
T h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  th e  l ib r a r y  p r a c t ic u m

T
he  l ib r a r y  s tu d e n t p ra c t ic u m  is 

th e  p e r fe c t  v e h ic le  to  p ro m o te  

a n d  e n c o u ra g e  p ro fe s s io n a lis m  

in  l ib r a r ia n s h ip .  It a lso  c o n t in u e s  th e  

v a lu a b le  m e n to r in g  ro le  in to  th e  n e x t 

g e n e ra tio n  o f  in fo rm a t io n  p ro v id e rs .

T h e  f o l lo w in g  is a s n a p sh o t o f  th is  

p ro ce ss  fro m  b o th  s ides o f  a p ra c t ic u m  

c u r r e n t ly  u n d e r -w a y  —  K a th y  W i lk  is 

th e  lib ra r ia n  a t M u rw il lu m b a h  TAFE L i

b ra ry , Y v o n n e  R ose is s tu d y in g  a t th e  

Q u e e n s la n d  U n iv e rs ity  o f  T e c h n o lo g y .

som ething back
P ra c t ic a l w o r k  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  l ib r a ry  

s tu d e n ts  c a n  be  an e n o rm o u s  firs t step 

in to  th e  rea l l ife , e v e ry d a y  w o r ld  o f  in 

fo rm a t io n  p ro v is io n .  M y  o w n  s tu d e n t 

p ra c t ic u m  d a y s  w e re  u n d e r ta k e n  at 

B ro o k v a le  TAFE N S W  in  S yd n e y  (n o w  

N o r th e rn  B e a ch e s  —  B ro o k v a le  C a m 

pus) u n d e r  th e  w in g s  o f  C a th y  G u y .

It w a s  a p o w e r fu l e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  

m e , w i th  th e  o v e r r id in g  fe e lin g  th a t 

th e re  w a s  so m u c h  y e t to  le a rn . I am  

s t i l l  e n o rm o u s ly  g ra te fu l fo r  th e  t im e , 

e f fo r t  a n d  e v e r - w i l l in g  p a tie n c e  o f  th e  

s ta ff to  im p a r t th e ir  k n o w le d g e  to  a s tu 

d e n t.

T h ro u g h o u t  m y  c a re e r  m y  p ro fe s 

s io n a l c o lle a g u e s  h a ve  g iv e n  so m u c h  

o f  th e m s e lv e s  to  m e  —  s h a r in g  s k il ls  

a n d  a c t in g  as m e n to rs . W h e n  I w a s  
asked  to  s u p e rv is e  a l ib ra r ia n  s tu d e n t 

o n  a w o rk  p la c e m e n t, I w a s  m o re  th a n  

p le a s e d  to  be  a b le  to  g iv e  s o m e th in g  

b a ck .

I am  th e  l ib ra r ia n  at M u rw il lu m b a h  

TAFE lib ra ry ,  a o n e  p e rso n  lib ra ry  in  a 

ru ra l a rea . T he  lib ra ry  is o p e n  fo r  th ir ty -  

o n e  h o u rs  o v e r  a f iv e  d a y  w e e k , has a 

b o o k /a v  s to c k  o f  7 0 0 0  ite m s  as w e ll as 

in te rn e t  a n d  C D -R O M  access. T h e  l i 

b ra ry  p ro v id e s  s e rv ic e s  to  TAFE s tu 

d e n ts  a n d  s ta ff, re c ip ro c a l use u n iv e r 

s ity  s tu d e n ts , OTEN d is ta n c e  e d u c a t io n  

s tu d e n ts  a n d  th e  lo c a l c o m m u n ity .

F or a n e w ly - t r a in e d  l ib ra r ia n  w ith  

l i t t le  o r  n o  p ra c t ic a l e x p e r ie n c e  it m a y  

p ro v e  d a u n t in g  to  sta rt h is /h e r ca re e r in 

a o n e  p e rso n  iib ra ry , b u t a sm a ll i ib ra ry  

ca n  p ro v id e  b e n e fits  to  a p ra c t ic u m  l i 

b ra ry  s tu d e n t as th e y  ca n  e x p e r ie n c e , 

u n d e r  g u id a n c e , a v e ry  la rge  ran g e  o f  

tasks th a t a n y  l ib ra r ia n  a t o n e  stage o f  

th e ir  ca re e rs  m a y  u n d e rta k e .

A lth o u g h  it  m a y  be  e a s ie r (in  a n y  

s ize  l ib ra ry )  to  s ta rt a s tu d e n t o f f  in  a r-
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eas re q u ir in g  l i t t le  s u p e r

v is io n  (su ch  as f i l in g  o r  
s h e lv in g ! )  I d e c id e d  to  

ta ke  e x tra  t im e  to  squeeze  

in  a ll th e  in te re s t in g  b its , 

a n d  to  sh a re  th e  
re p e t it io u s  tasks w h e n  

th e y  n e e d e d  to  be  d o n e .

S tra n g e ly  e n o u g h , I fe e l 

th a t  b y  e x p la in in g  so m e  

o f  th e  m o re  c o m p le x  p ro 

c e d u re s  I am  re le a rn in g  

th e  c o m p le x it ie s  o f  these  
tasks.

A s  p e rs o n a l c o n ta c ts  

a n d  l in k s  to  p ro fe s s io n a l 

a c t iv it ie s  a re  a lso  im p o r 

ta n t,  w e  h a v e , o u ts id e  

w o r k  h o u rs , v is ite d  e x h i

b it io n s ,  p a r ta k e n  in  th e  

re g io n a l A L IA  g ro u p 's  a c 

t iv it ie s  a n d  g e n e ra lly  w id 

e n e d  Y v o n n e 's  id e a s  

a b o u t  'w h a t  is o u t th e re ' 
fo r  h e r in  h e r fu tu re  ca re e r

I th o ro u g h ly  e n jo y e d  Y v o n n e 's  
p ra c t ic u m  v is its ,  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  

M o n d a y  as th e y  fu e lle d  m y  e n th u s ia s m  

fo r  in fo rm a t io n  se rv ices . M y  m e n to r in g  

ro le  has o n ly  ju s t b e g u n  w ith  Y v o n n e , 

I lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  w a tc h in g  h e r 

p ro g re s s . I h a v e  n o  d o u b t  she  w i l l  

q u ic k ly  a s s im ila te  in to  w h ic h e v e r  c a 
ree r a rea  she ch o o se s .

Kathy Wilk

A  positive experience
T h e  p ro fe s s io n a l p ra c t ic e  u n it  o f  m y  

P o s t-G ra d u a te  D ip lo m a  o f  L ib ra ry  a n d  
In fo rm a t io n  S tu d ie s  a t Q u e e n s la n d  

U n iv e rs ity  o f  T e c h n o lo g y  re q u ire s  th e  

c o m p le t io n  o f  tw o  se p a ra te  f i f te e n -d a y  

f ie ld w o rk  p la ce m e n ts . I have  sta rted  th e  
f ir s t  o f  th e s e  a t th e  TAFE L ib ra ry ,  

M u r w i l lu m b a h .  K a th y  W i lk  is th e  l i 
b ra r ia n  a t th is  o n e -p e rs o n  l ib ra ry .

U n d e r ta k in g  p ro fe s s io n a l p ra c t ic e  
in  a s m a ll l ib r a r y  has b e e n  b e n e f ic ia l 

f ro m  th e  p o in t  o f  v ie w  th a t it p ro v id e s  

an o p p o r tu n i ty  to  e x p e r ie n c e  a b ro a d  
ra n g e  o f  l ib ra ry  w o rk ,  in c lu d in g :

• re fe re n c e  w o rk  —  in s tru c t in g  c lie n ts  

o n  th e  T A FE  c a ta lo g u e ,  C D -R O M s  
a n d  th e  in te rn e t;

•  p ro c e s s in g  th e  in c o m in g  se ria ls ;

•  in p u t t in g  n e w  t i t le s  in to  th e  D y n ix  
sys te m ;

• c ir c u la t io n ;

•  d ire c t  o rd e r in g  o f  n e w  tit le s  fro m  th e  

in te rn e t;

•  s h e lv in g ;

•  p h y s ic a l p re p a ra tio n  o f  n e w  ite m s ;

•  p ro ce ss in g  in te r - l ib ra ry  loans us ing  e- 

m a i l;

•  c o p y  c a ta lo g u in g ; and

•  s p e c ia l p ro je c t  in  th e  s e ria ls  a rea  
w ith  c h a n g e -o v e r  to  o n lin e .

It is g ra t ify in g  fo r  m e  to  f in a l ly  be  
' in  th e  l ib r a r y ' p u t t in g  in to  c o n te x t  

th e o r ie s  I ha ve  been  s tu d y in g  th ro u g h 

o u t th e  ye a r. K a th y  has h e lp e d  m e u n 

d e rs ta n d  th e  c o m p le x it ie s  o f  l ib r a r y  

w o rk  —  e a ch  task  has it 's  p la c e  in  th e  
o v e ra ll fu n c t io n  o f  th e  l ib ra ry .

T he  p ra c t ic u m  has be e n  a p o s it iv e  

e x p e r ie n c e  on  th re e  fro n ts ; it has c o n 

f irm e d  to  m e  th a t a ca re e r in  th e  lib ra ry  

f ie ld  fu lf i ls  m y  e x p e c ta t io n s ; it has p ro 

v id e d  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  m a k e  so m e  
use fu l c o n ta c ts  in  th e  lib ra ry  p ro fe ss io n ; 

a n d  has p ro v id e d  th e  m o s t in v a lu a b le  

'h a n d s -o n ' e x p e rie n c e .

I w o u ld  l ik e  to  th a n k  K a th y  W i lk  

m y  s u p e rv is o r  a n d  m e n to r  fo r  b e in g  

p ro fe s s io n a l in h e r a t t itu d e  to  th is  f ie ld  

w o rk .  T h is  ass is tance  has e q u ip p e d  m e  

w ith  n e w  s k ills  a n d  a re n e w e d  c o m m it 

m e n t th a t I can  ta ke  a w a y  w ith  m e  a n d  

o ffe r  to  fu tu re  e m p lo y e rs .

Yvonne Rose
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