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U nt i l  1 9 9 3 ,  the  loca l  h is to ry  r o o m  o f  th e  E l izabe th  P ub 
l ic  L ib r a ry  ha d  b e en  lo c k e d  a n d  u n s ta f fe d  f o r  n e a r ly  

ten  years .  W i t h  th e  c lo s u r e  o f  o n e  o f  th e  b r a n c h  l i 

b ra r ies ,  I w a s  r e d e p lo y e d  as th e  lo c a l  h is to ry  o f f ic e r .  M y  f i rs t 

p r io r i t y  w a s  to  c le a r  th e  m a n y  b o x e s  p i l e d  in th e  ro o m  a n d  

left  u n s o r te d  fo r  seve ra l  years .  M y  s e c o n d  w a s  to  e n c o u ra g e  

m e m b e r s  o f  th e  c o m m u n i t y  to  b e c o m e  a c t i v e ly  i n v o l v e d  in 

th e  lo c a l  h is to ry  s e rv ic e  as v o lu n te e r s .

C u r r e n t l y  th e re  a re  t w e n t y - f o u r  v o lu n te e r s  u n d e r t a k in g  
p r o je c ts  s u ch  as in d e x in g  th e  lo c a l  n e w s p a p e rs  a n d  p h o t o 

g r a p h i c  c o l l e c t i o n s  to  t h e  l i b r a r y  c o m p u t e r  s y s te m .  T h is  

w o r k  has e n a b le d  th e  p u b l i c  to  m a k e  lo c a l  h is to r y  e n q u i r 

ies t h r o u g h  th e  l i b r a r y ' s  O n - l i n e  P u b l i c  A c c e s s  C a ta lo g u e  
an d  has c re a te d  a g rea te r  a w a rene ss  o f  t h e  loca l  h is to ry  se rv 

ice.

O th e r  lo c a l  h is to ry  a c t iv i t ie s  ha ve  in c lu d e d  t w o  o ra l  h is 

to r y  p ro je c ts .  T h e  fi rs t,  a $ 4 0 0 0  g ra n t  re c e iv e d  b y  th e  'A u s 

t ra l ia  R e m e m b e rs '  C o m m u n i t y  G ra n ts ,  e n a b le d  ten  o ra l  h is 

to r ie s  o f  p e o p le  i n v o l v e d  in th e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r  to  be  

re c o rd e d .  A n o t h e r  p r o je c t ,  f u n d e d  b y  th e  C o u n c i l ,  i n c lu d e d  

th e  re c o r d in g  o f  t w e n t y - t w o  o ra l  h is to r ie s  o f  e a r ly  E l iz a b e th  

res iden ts .  R e c o g n is in g  th e  h u g e  a m o u n t  o f  in te res t  f r o m  th e  

la t te r ,  I c o m p i l e d  a b o o k  f r o m  th e  t ra n s c r ip t s  o f  th e  r e c o r d 

ings, E liz a b e th :  fro m  d u s ty  p la in  to  r o y a l nam es.

A n o t h e r  E l iz a b e th  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  p r o je c t ,  M ig ra n t  h e r i t 

age  p la c e s  in  A u s tra l ia , a im e d  to  le a rn  m o r e  a b o u t  A u s t r a l 

ia 's  m ig r a n t  h e r i ta g e ,  a n d  to  assist m ig r a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  in 

i d e n t i f y i n g  th e i r  o w n  h e r i ta g e  p la ce s .  E l iz a b e th  w a s  o n e  o f  

o n l y  f o u r  a reas  in A u s t r a l ia  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in th is  EHeritage 

C o m m is s io n  p i l o t  p ro je c t .

S c h o o ls  a re  e n c o u ra g e d  to  v is i t  th e  lo c a l  a n d  f a m i ly  h is 
t o r y  c e n t re .  T h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n f o r m a t io n  o f f i c e r  a n d  I g iv e  

s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  a t o u r  o f  th e  c o u n c i l  c h a m b e r s  w h e r e  th e y  
ta ke  pa r t  in a m o c k  c o u n c i l  m e e t in g  a l l  d ressed  u p  in c o u n 

c i l  robes .  T h is  is f o l l o w e d  b y  a p r e s e n ta t io n  o n  lo c a l  h is to ry  

a n d  th e  c o u n c i l  se rv ice s .  If it is n o t  p o s s ib le  fo r  a s c h o o l  to  

v is i t  th e  c e n t re ,  th e  c e n t re  v is i ts  th e  s c h o o l .

D u r i n g  1 9 9 4 ,  the  I n te rn a t io n a l  Y e a r  o f  th e  F a m i ly ,  I b e 

gan e x p a n d in g  th e  lo c a l  h is to r y  c o l l e c t i o n  to  i n c lu d e  f a m 

i ly  h is to ry  resources . For the  p e o p le  o f  t h e  n o r th e rn  c o m m u 

n i t y  o f  A d e la id e  th is  w a s  a m u c h - n e e d e d  se rv ice .  G e n e a lo g y  

is b e c o m i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  h o b b ie s  in re c e n t  
t im e s .  Fo r  m a n y ,  b e fo re  th e i r  re sea rch  c o u ld  b e g in ,  it w as  

ne cessa ry  to  t ra v e l  m a n y  m i le s  to  re sea rch  e s ta b l is h m e n ts ,  

n o t  a l l  o f  w h i c h  o f fe re d  f re e  re sea rch  se rv ice s .  T h is  m e a n t  

f a m i l y  research w as  l im i te d  to  a m in o r i t y .  T h ro u g h  th e  fa m i ly  

h is to ry  c o l l e c t i o n  it w a s  h o p e d  to  tu rn  th is  a r o u n d  an d  m a k e  

f a m i ly  research  a v a i la b le  to  a l l .  T h e  f a m i ly  h is to ry  c o l le c t io n  

m e e ts  th e  c i t y  c o u n c i l ' s  s t ra te g ic  p la n  o b je c t i v e ,  ' t o  r e c o g 
n ise  c u l t u r e  as an  in te g ra l  p a r t  o f  th e  c i t y ' s  c h a ra c te r . '

A  la rg e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  ' s e l f - h e lp '  t o o ls  w a s  g a th e r e d  t o 

g e th e r  f r o m  th e  l i b ra ry 's  m a in  c o l l e c t i o n .  T h e  f a m i l y  h is to ry  

c o l l e c t i o n  p r o v e d  to  be  a p o p u l a r  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  lo c a l  h is 

t o r y  s e rv ic e  f r o m  th e  o u tse t .  Requests  fo r  a g e n e a lo g y  c lu b  

c a m e  w i t h i n  th e  f i rs t  m o n th  o f  e s ta b l i s h m e n t .  S e ve n ty  p e o 
p le  a t t e n d e d  th e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  w i t h  n u m b e r s  v a r y in g  f r o m  

m o n t h  to  m o n t h .  T h e  c l u b  m e e ts  t w i c e  a m o n t h  w i t h  o n e  

m e e t in g  b e in g  fo r  gues t  spe akers  an d  th e  o th e r  to  h e lp  p e o 
p le  w i t h  th e i r  research .  O f f i c i a l l y ,  the  c l u b  is n o w  k n o w n  as 

th e  P la y fo rd  F a m i ly  H is to r y  S o c ie ty .  T h r o u g h  t r a in in g  an d  

th e  c o m b i n e d  e f fo r ts  o f  th e  c l u b ' s  m a n y  m e m b e r s  w e  n o w  
h a v e  an e x c e l l e n t  a d v ic e  a n d  re fe r ra l  s e rv ice .

C o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t  has b e e n  fa n ta s t ic ,  e s p e c ia l l y  w i t h  
d o n a t io n s .  T h e  In te rn a t io n a l g e n e a lo g y  in d e x  o n  m ic r o f i c h e  

w a s  d o n a te d  b y  th e  C h u r c h  o f  Jesus C h r is t  a n d  La tte r  D a y  
Saints . T h e  In d e x  l ists b i r ths ,  c h r is te n in g s  a n d  m a r r ia g e s  and  

ca r r ies  m a n y  m i l l i o n s  o f  n a m e s  f r o m  a r o u n d  th e  w o r l d .  Th e  

lo c a l  n e w s p a p e r ,  The  N e w s  R e v ie w  M e s s e n g e r, d o n a te d  a 

m i c r o f i c h e  p r in te r  re a d e r  a n d  m a n y  o f  o u r  p a t ro n s  h a ve  d o 

na te d  b o o k s  a n d  m a g a z in e s .

In 1 9 9 5  F a m ily  sea rch , th e  in te rn a t io n a l  g e n e a lo g y  in d e x  

o n  C D - R O M  w a s  p u rc h a s e d  g i v in g  re search ers  the  o p p o r t u 

n i ty  to  sea rch  3 0 0  m i l l i o n  na m e s  w o r l d - w i d e .  C o p ie s  o f  A u s 

tra lia n  b ir th s , d e a th s  a n d  m a rr ia g e s  o n  C D - R O M  an d  m i c r o 

f i c h e  w e r e  a lso  p u rc h a s e d .

As th e  d e m a n d  g r e w ,  th e  p u b l i c  r e q u e s te d  fu r th e r  spe 

c ia l is t  serv ices. In te rne t  access is n o w  a v a i la b le  fo r  $ 2 .0 0  per 
h o u r  a n d  s c a n n in g  o f  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  p h o to g r a p h s  is a lso

14 i tr Y /< ' February 1998



a v a i la b le  fo r  a sm a l l  fee. St C a th e r in e 's  H o u s e  (L o n d o n ) b ir th  

a n d  m a r r ia g e  in d e x  78 3 7 - 1 9 0 2  w a s  p u rc h a s e d  an d  is a lso  

a v a i l a b l e  fo r  $ 2 . 0 0  p e r  h o u r .  O u r  c l ie n ts  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  

th a n  h a p p y  to  p a y  a s m a l l  c h a rg e  to  h a v e  th e s e  re so u rce s  

a v a i l a b le  c lo s e  to  h o m e .

O v e r  th e  last f e w  years  th e  se rv ice  has g r o w n  to  such  an 

e x te n t  t h a t  t h re e  f u l l - t im e  v o lu n te e r s  h e lp  o u t  w i t h  th e  o n e  

h u n d r e d  o r  m o re  w e e k l y  lo c a l  a n d  f a m i l y  h is to r y  e n q u i r ie s .  

T h e  lo c a l  a n d  f a m i ly  h is to ry  c o l l e c t i o n  is a d v e r t is e d  th r o u g h  
re g u la r  c o m m u n i t y  n e w s le t te rs  a n d  th e  lo c a l  p a p e r .

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  lo c a l  a n d  f a m i l y  h is t o r y  a c t i v i t i e s  

has c h a n g e d  th e  s e rv ic e  o f f e re d  f r o m  th a t  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  s ig 

n i f i c a n t  d o c u m e n ts  to  a m o re  i n te ra c t i v e  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  
a c t i v i t y .

A l l  th e  h a rd  w o r k  w a s  w o r t h  it w h e n  th e  F a m i l y  H is to r y  

C e n t re  w o n  a C o m m e n d a t i o n  in th e  1 9 9 6  N a t i o n a l  A w a r d s  

fo r  I n n o v a t i o n  in Lo ca l  G o v e r n m e n t  in th e  c a te g o r y  'U s e  o f  

i n f o r m a t io n  t e c h n o l o g y  in lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t ' .  T h e  j u d g e s '  

r e p o r t  s ta tes 'T h is  p r o j e c t  g iv e s  an i n n o v a t i v e  e x a m p l e  o f  

h o w  lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  id e n t i f y  an d  re s p o n d  to  i n f o r m a 

t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y  issues o r ig in a t i n g  f r o m  th e  c o m m u n i t y . '

In 1 9 9 7  th e  C i ty  o f  E l iza be th  an d  th e  C i ty  o f  M u n n o  Para 

a m a lg a m a te d .  A  se rv ice  re v ie w  o f  b o th  loca l  h is to ry  serv ices  

w a s  u n d e r ta k e n  to  m a k e  a d e c is io n  a b o u t  th e  fu tu re .  B o th  

se rv ice s  w e r e  n o t  w i t h o u t  access p r o b le m s .  E l iz a b e th 's  w a s  
lo c a te d  o n  th e  f i rs t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  l ib ra ry ,  a c c e s s ib le  o n l y  v ia  a 

s teep s ta ircase , a n d  M u n n o  Para 's  w as  lo c a te d  in th e  l i b ra ry  

w o r k r o o m .  T h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  h is to ry  s e rv ice s  an d  th e  

l i b r a r y  b e in g  in a m a jo r  s h o p p i n g  c e n t r e  m e a n t  th a t  t h e  

E l iz a b e th  lo c a l  an d  f a m i l y  h is to r y  s e rv ic e  d e a l t  w i t h  m o re  

e n q u i r i e s  th a n  M u n n o  Para lo c a l  h is to ry  s e rv ic e .  T h e  d e c i 

s io n  w a s  m a d e  to  r e lo c a te  t h e  M u n n o  Para c o l l e c t i o n  to

M e m b e rs  o f  th e  lo c a l c o m m u n it y  e n jo y in g  P la y fo rd  L ib ra ry 's  fa c il it ie s

E l iz a b e th .  T h e  r e lo c a t io n  o f  c o u n c i l  s ta f f  le ft  h a l f  o f  t h e  C i t y  

o f  E l iza b e th 's  c o u n c i l  o f f ic e s  v a c a n t .  T h e  P lay fo rd  Loca l  an d  

F a m i ly  H is to r y  S e rv ic e  m o v e d  in to  th is  a rea w h i c h  is at the  

e n t ra n c e  o f  the  m a in  s h o p p in g  c e n t re ,  a t t ra c t in g  m a n y  pass

ing  by .  A n o th e r  b o n u s  w a s  a f i r e - p r o o f  s t r o n g r o o m  e n a b l in g  

th e  safe s to rage  o f  P la y fo r d 's  lo c a l  h is to r y  i tem s.

M o r e  an d  m o re  p e o p le  are e x p re ss in g  an in te res t in f i n d 
in g  o u t  a b o u t  th e i r  f a m i l y  a n d  lo c a l  h is to ry .  S ou th  A u s t r a l 

ia 's  C i t y  o f  P la y fo rd  is m e e t in g  th is  n e e d  b y  p r o v id in g  m a n y  
n e w  resources  to  assist in th e i r  research . For fu r th e r  i n f o r m a 

t i o n  c o n t a c t  L in d a  A l l e r y ,  lo c a l  h is t o r y  o f f i c e r ,  t e l e p h o n e  
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